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THE MAIN RESUME AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Dr. Kyung Chik Han was bom on December 29, 1902 at Gamri, Kongduk Myun, Pyung Won

Koon, Pyung An Namdo, North Korea. He married with the late Madame Chan— Bim Kim in

1914 and residing now in Seoul with his daughter Soon Hee Han and son in law, Rev. Yung

Hun Lee. His only son. Rev. He Won Han is now ministering for a church in GSA.

Academic Background :

1977, Received the Honorary Degree on Philosophy from Soong Sil University, Seoul

1956, Received the Honorary Degree on Theology from Yun Sei University, Seoul

1948, Received the Honorary Degree on Theology from Empolia College, USA

1929, Graduated from Princelon Thf c'or--.-

1926, Graduated from Empolia Col''

1925, Graduated from Union ChrisL

1919, Graduated from Osan '

1916, Graduated from Jin Kwa’
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Career Achievements

1990 — Honorary President of Nationwide Relief Rice Campaign

1 990 — Honorary FYesident of the Memorial Work Shop for the late Cho Man Sik

1 990 — Honorary President of National Body of Korean F^rotestant Churches

1989“ Honorary Chairman of Sun— Myumg—Hwai( Childrens Relief Fund)

1988— Honorary Director of Supporting Association of Christian— Gospel for Soldiers..

1 985 — President of Centennial Memorial Center of Korean FYotestant Churches

1 976 — Honorary President of Over Seas Missiorary Campaign

1 973 — Chairman of Directors, Asia Theological Seminary

1 973 — President of Promotion Center for Korean Churches

1973— President of Promotion Center for Korean Churches

1971 — Chairman of Directors, Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

1 967 — president of Soong Sil University

1 962 — Chairman of Directors of Seoul Womens University

1 956 — president of Korean Churches Federation

1 955 — President of Korean FYesbyterian Churches

1954— Chairman <
'

'irectors. Sun Myung HwaiCChildres’s Relief Fund)

1953 — Chairman of Directors, Holt Child Adoption I'und

1952 — Established Young Nak -Aged House

1951 — Established Dabid Mother— Fhild House

1950 — Chairman of Bossung jirls Schoa'

1 947 — Chairma i of Directors of Da r ;
>

'

1947— Established Young lak Bo Rv\— Vr-'
Y’'

1945— Escaped from Not Kor<_. i^ih Parallel Line

1945— C dain< d as Pastor Young Nai\ resbyte
' '

’"<-ch( Bethany Evangelical Church)

1939 - ’Nished Bchn Woi. orphanage), Shin Y ch Korea

1933 ’ as P. The 2ni 'Tesbytei Yee Joo, North Korea





Mr. Templeton, honorable mayor of Berlin and Dr. Otto von I labsburg and

ladies and gentlemen:

It is my real privilege to be here and speak to you. I was once herein 1966,

but at that time I spoke only in West Berlin and there was agreat wall built

between them. It is so nice to speak to you together in Berlin.

I am just a country boy in Korea, born in Cha - Chak in North Korea. I was

born in 1902 during Yi Dynasty which fell in 1910 by Japanese militarism.

About ten years before I was born, a missionary the late reverend Samuel

Moffett had come to our village with his assistant Han, Suk-Chin and

established a small country church. So I had privilege to attend the small

church every Sunday and also went to a small parish school they had

established. So it was my privilege to grow up near the small church ar d
attend day school every day.

The first verse I had learned in those days was John 3:16 which runs "For

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in

him should not perish but have eternal life".

So you see I have grown up entirely in a Christian atmosphere. When I

finished the day school I had choices of two academies for my further

studies; One was Soong-Sil Academy about 30 miles south in Pyung Yang,

the present capital city of North Korea. The other was Osan Academy
located about 70 miles north from my village. My parents and elders of the

church decided to send me to Osan, because Osan Academy was
established by a great patriot Mr. Yi, Seung-IIoon and the principal Mr.

Cho, Man-Sik was also such a man.

Sometimes I recall just what I learned from Osan, and I find three points :

Firstly, every one of you become patriots and fight back against Japan.

Secondly, learn modern science as old Confucian learning is not enough.
And thirdly, become a good Christian, for how educated a man you may be,

you will accomplish nothing if you fail to be a real Christian.

So from childhood you can see what kind of education 1 have received.

Afte»' th^^ I w"^nt to Soong-Sil College in Fyung Yang which was
' an ^naries from United States of America. It was a real

-^’-‘d taught mostly by good Christian professors.
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There were two departments for learning; one was called Moon-Gwa
which taught mostly humanities and the other was called Yi-Gwa which
taught modern science. And before long, Nong-Gwa was added which
taught agricultural subjects. 1 entered department of science.

There again 1 must confess that I had I received real Christian education.
There were many students' activities including Student YMCA and many
evangelistic movements. Until that time I thought I was going to be a

scientist and serve my people but God had other plan. It was 1923 summer
and I had privilege to go to a small village which was located by the

seashore. I went there to help translation of a certain book for one of my
teachers. My schedule was not very busy and I had
plenty of time for leisure and for the walk by the seashore, which I enjoyed
very much every evening.

I do not remember exactly which day it was but I was just taking a walk by
the seashore as usual and all of a sudden I had a call from God. Although 1

cannot txplain, I heard a definite call from God for His service. I prayed
long hours <^vening by the seashore and when I returned to my lodge I

felt that I was a different person and I began to pray more and meditate

long hours.

As I was not allowed to transfer iny department of the College, I graduated

in 1925 as a science deaprtment student. A door was opened for me to go

to America. I went to Emporia College and of course I took humanities

there. Then I had privilege to go to Princeton Theological Seminary in

1926. It was an old institution and I found the professors were mostly old

gentlemen. I tried to learn what they could offer during the class room and
also from the library and the university. As for my devotional life I found a

very quiet place nearby from the campus namely, the tomb of unknown
soldiers who died during the revolutionary war. Very nice pine trees

planted all around
the tomb and the inside was very quiet and nobody was there. So I usually

visited the place for my prayer and meditation.

The school atmosphere was not so nice than I expected. There was a great

controversy between conservatives and so called liberals. As some of you
might remember the controversy was so severe that the seminary got split

in the very year I graduated from the school in 1929. Dr. Machen and some
of his friends pulled out from Princeton and established Westminster
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.

^



I had planned to go to a certain university and study further,but God had

another plan for me. 1 got sick that summer and doctors found TB in

myself and finally I had to go to the presbyterian sanatorium in

Albuquerque, New Mexico away down south west of America. The doctors

were not sure whether I would be cured or die soon. I must confess that 1

went through real crisis in my life. Sometimes I felt 1 was going to meet my
Lord face to face before long. I had studied for seventeen long years and if

I die now I would be the greatest debtor to everyone who helped me.

So I went through real dark hours alone in that lonely hospital room.

Sometimes 1 prayed that God would give me a chance to serve my people

even two or three years. I decided to go back to my country as soon as 1 get

better and serve the people and preach the Gospel. 1 gave up the idea of

going to other university and study further for I have decided to go right

back home. My prayer was God in his mercy might give me back my
health even for two or three years. I also gave up reading

philosophical books; I was searching for the lives of saints like St. Francis

and others.

From three or four months later my health began to improve and I was able

to get out of the hospital two years later. I had spent about half a year in

Denver, Colorado for recuperation and came back home. It was 1931 1

think. As soon as I came back home, Mr. Cho, Man-Sik who was my
former high school principal asked me to teach at Soong-ln Commercial
High School in Pyung Yang. I worked as a student pastor there. But it

wasn't very long that I was dismissed from the school by then Japanese

authority because they thought 1 was not good enough to be a teacher as 1

was anti-Japanese.

That gave me a real chance to serve the church. 1 was called to a small

Second Presbyterian Church located way up by Yalu River which divides

Korea from Manchuria. It was a provincial capital with population of

about 130,000 people.

The church met in an old house renovated and I still remember there were
about ten pillars in the room. Yet the congregation was about three

hundred people singing earnestly. I was happy to be one of our common
people, the poor people, and prayed, preached and served as muchas I

could.



Well, it was the beginning of my pastoral life. God helped me
ways and miraculously my health was steady and I was ver-

because God had given me chance to serve and work for my .ct.

people.

Soon a sanctuary was built and a new kindergarden was established.

Orphanage and older people's home have been opened and the poor
flocked to the church and every Christian was working hard in every way.

But as you remember, the Japanese militarists attacked Pearl Harbour on
December 7, 1941 and declared war against America and Great Britain. The
Japanese authorities began to tighten up every policy including against

Korean churches. I was kicked out of the Church so 1 went to my
orphanage and worked with my orphans to raise something to eai.

As you all know Japanese surrendered on August 15, 1945. But as some of

you might remember Korea was divided up by 38th parallel line. Thus we
have South Korea as well as North Korea. We still have two Koreas. 1 am
so happy to learn that two Germanies have already united and you have
now one country. Germany is ahead of us and how ancious we Koreans
are to have one united Korea like you do.

As you all know. North Korea is still under communist dictatorship. I was
able to sneak away from North Korea to south in late 1945. South Korea

was also in chaos but we had an election under United Nations and began
to form a democratic government. We too have had all kinds of confusions

but now we have real democratic government and our economy has grown
up so the living standard has been greatly improved.

You might be interested to know a little about what handful of Christian

refugees and Christians have done during the la‘ ^ty years. As I have
already told you I came down late 1945 and a people also

followed me. We did not know what was comin^ '
• dure. So we

began to gather together and pray for God's gir 'Mintry.

Thus the present Young Nak Presbyterian Church
churches including refugee churches have spru

^
r’

The first thing the refugees i.^eded ^ >

organized a committee to help t'"* .

organize all kinds of committer

awful period. We needed new sch.. c

to re-establish colleges here in the S*^
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this trial period, evangelism, education and welfare work were

luch needed for this transitional period. It was entirely the grace of

at Me helped us South Koreans spiritually, politically, economically,

socia..y and in every other ways.As a matter of fact there were very few
churches in Seoul before division. If I remember right there were only

about thirty churches in Seoul city. But today you will be really surprised

what God has done spiritually as well in Korea. The statistics show as

following;

As of the end of 1991 the number of churches in Seoul is 7,477, the number
of ministers are 18,903 and the number of Christians are 4,383,422. They say

that the largest presbyterian church in the world and the largest method ist

church, the largest assembly of God's church and the largest holiness

church are all in Seoul. The total population of Seoul is about 10 million

and 43 percent of them are Christians. And today there are 34 thousand
churches in South Korea. We have 58 thousand ministers and almost

twelve million Christians in South Korea. That is over a quarter of total

population.

Conclusion;

There is an old saying in Korea namely "A cooking pot has always three

legs". Man needs three legs. Bible says "So faith, hope, love abide, these

three; but the greatest of these is love" (I Corinthians 13:13).

(I)

We need faith in or life. Man did not create the universe. But God
Almighty create^’ th neaven and earth. We need faith. We need power
from above 1 ci my shepherd, I will not want" David proclaimed.

Man is Is power from above. Man needs wisdom. Wisdom
needs power.

.o through faith con^ uered kingdoms, enforced
'IT'- -I fhe m .a of lions, quenched raging

.v^on strength out of weakness, became
ght" (Hebrews 11:33-34). We need
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But then, we need hope also. Hope is ano^^er le^

see tomorrow, but can only hope. The Bible say _ .

soul! We live by hope. When hope ends, life also eno^ .*re two
kinds of hopes; living hope and dead hope which ends with death.

From where comes the living hope ? Only through faith in living God.
Immortal hope, individual or social, comes from faith. So those who have
real faith have also real hope, individual or social.

(Ill)

But then we need one more leg for our life. That is the leg of love. I think

you all remember the thirteenth chapter of the First

Corinthians in New Testament. Love is the proper relationship among
men. We cannot live alone. Man is social being. We must live together.

We must love one another.

"Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant

or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;

it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things,

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things".

Way down in southern tip of Korea there is a s» town called Yosu.

There was a small presbyt ian church and a smah nital for lepers. I

think it was 1948. The communist band revoke'^ d the town for

two days. During that riot, pastor Sohn, Yau' v but his son

who was a highschool boy was alone in hi> mist band
invaded and found him to b^. the pastor's

The communist revolt ^ opned in a da^

restored. But those stude"'*^*^ .v dpe».

arrested and tried in the c^ for their ci.

the story felt very sorry so L. nt to the co

But the court would not. The final settlement

that he would adopt the convicted student ''s h

him and educated him like his own son.

he « was
n^.r , l e als'h
aving heard

>arJon him.

promised
*^o raise



Two years later the comni in North Korea invaded the South and at

one time occu^ most part of the South. They occupied also the small

town Yosu where.
^

* >r Sohn lived. They arrested him as well as his

adopted son again '

The story goes that pastor Sohn appealed to the communists telling his

own story of love. But the communists did not accept his proposal and
finally killed him and his adopted son the former communist boy. So we
have three graves besides that small Yosu Church even now.

We are all interested in world peace. How can we bring such peace ? Only
the kind of love which can forgive ev ^ our enemies, namely the love of

the Cross.

Love is the only way of life of this mankind. ^e and
love but the greatest of these is love.



McCormick theological Seminary McCormick Theological Seminary

WHO, as or^amzer, pastor, social work-

er, nnssjoti stratcfltst, ecuinentst, and

adnstmstrator has provided pioneering

Uaderdnpfor relating the Gospel to the

life ofthe world-wide human commu-

nity; who has broHjjht visionary direc-

tion and creative management to the

structures and pro/jrams ofmter-church

agenciesm the United States and

beyond; whose personal commitments

and worbinjj style have always shonm the

heart ofa CJsristian pastor; who has dis-

played dojjped insistence through many

years that the Church ofJesus Chnsthas

been called to serve the humanfamily

with compassion and to work to brinjj

peace, justice, and hope to every comer

ofGod’s world, and whose remarkable

career in ministry has broujjht honor to

McC'.ormiek Seminary and made an

exceptional conmbunon to the life and

mission ofthe clmrch.

October 4, 1995

“M( CoRMK K ShMlNARY IN 1995 IS

hetter positioned to deal uith the next

decade or two than any odicr seminary

in these United States!” When the

Reverend Jon Rcgier made this bold

statement to several hundred persons

gathered for Convocation, he knew

the audience would not argue. A
hearts’ round of applause scaled die

agreement between the 1947 graduate

of McCormick and today’s students,

feailt^', and stafl'.

The next day, he defended his

claim. “McC'ormick has made

the healthiest adjustment

to race,” he stated,

“and it has also lived

out Its commit-

ments on the

issue of power,

especially as it

relates to

women.” He
cited the multi-

cultural elements

of the prcMous day’s

worslup experience a;

csidcncc of McConnick’s

ability' to incorporate diverse

e.xprcssions into common worship,

.uid thus lead in liturgical reform

agers. He brought

the social conscience

which arose out of

these experiences to his

field work in Chicago's

neighborhood houses and to the

McCormick classroom, where profes-

sors such as 0. Ernest Wright, Joseph

Haroutunian, and HuJda Niebuhr

engaged his mind and provided him

with tools to act out his commitments

Rcgier returned to McQirmick a.s

an instructor in social group work and

community organization during the

1950s, while he was director ofHowell

House and pastor of Howell Memorial

Church in Chicago. Helping to estab-

lish the Church and Community Pro-

gram, he contributed to McComtick’s

significant nanonal leadership in urban

thought. Taking that experience to

Nexv York City as the director of the

disision of liomc missions of the

National Council of Churches, he was

uniquely posiooned to lead the church-

es in diverse programs tiirough the six-

ties and early seventies. “And every-

where 1 went, I found McQirmick

people,” he obserxed.

His ecumenical leadership contin-

ued when he became director of the

New York State Council of Churches

(xxirdinating the work of tltirty

Protestant and Orthodox denomina-

tions, his mion and energy tliclcd the

formation of coalitions for criminal

justice and abortion rights, a Latin

Amencan and United States clergy

exchange, and p«acc education.

Since retirement in 1987, Rcgier

has continued an active ministry as

consultant. In his reflections at

McCormick, he called for a renewed

cultivation of the “discipline of dia-

logue,” which he defined as “entenng

into a situation open

to change.”

V
well.

Rcgier, 73, has often played

the prophet’s role since coming to

McQirmick from C^tlifornia, where he
grew up as the son of a minister dur-
ing the Depression. While he and his

sisters spent their summers han csting

iHiits and nuts alongside migrant
wtirkers. they attended school with the
sons and daughters of the farm man-

Joo andJoyc* Reglof

“Our common
task is mission. Our people should

somehow be able to find the Christ

in common, and do something

about it.”

And as one whose life's work
created mmistries of hope and initia-

tives for justice within the human
family on a global scale, Jon Rcgier

knows the challenge of which

he speaks

WHO, as pastor, counselor, teacher,

and administrator has provided

invaluable service and innumerable

benefits to the Church ofJesus Christ

and the Presbyterian Osurch (US A.)

in particular; who has shown the ability

tojoin deep theological convictions and

seminary training with broad studies

and practice in psychology and mental

health disciplines so as to demonstrate

effectii’cness in pastoral ei

many levels in the church and

society with special attention

to serving as a pastor to pas-

tors and theirfamilies;

whose irmarkable skills as

a teacher and leader in

higher education have

provided valuable insights,

knowledge, and inspiration

to scores ofministers and lay

persons in many localities; whose

service as a church executive demon -

stratedfar-reaching vision for extend-

ing the mission ofthe church, especially

in Its ecumenical, international, and

intcr-cultural dimensions; and whose

personal commitment to Jesus Clmst

and witness to the causes ofjustice and

peace have honored McCormick Semi-

nary and made an outstanding

contribution to the life and ministry

ofthe church.

October 4, 1995

It rHERE IS ONE WORU WHK H

charaaeri/cs the ministty’ of Rafael

Sanchez (class t)f 1956), it is the w'ord

“listening.” That word desenbes the

way of miiustry which he has taught in

pastoral care and spiritual formation

courses in McComiick’s D.Min. pro-

gram for nearly oventy years.

*i hope that my students learn to

look at ihcir own lives and the lives of

people as a source of learning. Our

lives arc the places where God is

toucliing us, and since lives are so

interconnected, I cannot listen to a

student share his or her life without in

some way looking at my own life and

discovering xvhat binds us together.”

The listening and learning from life

stories which is modeled in class b

taken back to the parish, where

Sanchez encourages the formation of

small groups to continue the journcx'

"That is die key,” he says. “Because

when die Bible sa^-s, *It is not good

diat man be alone,’ it docs not mean

that cx’cryonc should be married, but

everyone should be in community.”

A career as pastor, campus minis-

ter, pastoral psychothcrapisf, pres-

bytery executive, and teacher pro\i<?^

cd Sanchez, 72,

with many oppor-

tunities for learning

the art of listening

One of his models arises

from the Taize community in France,

where he and his wife of forty-four

years, Elvi, go cx'cry two or three

years. Five or six thousand young

people arc welcomed each week at

Taize. The hospitality consists of lis-

tening. “They don’t argue; they don’t

try to convert; they Usten. And that’s

why the young people come back.”

Sanchez applied the same wisdom

to his work as executive presbyter ofthe

Presbytery ofSan Diego. When he

came to the position in 1980, there was

no Hispanic ministry in the presbytery.

He rcdircacd a plan tor an Hispanic

new church dexclopment by counseling

die presbytery to listen to the people

dicy' were seeking to reach. “Gixxl

new's” for these recent immigrants

came in the form ofslicitcr, jobs, and

food Several years after beginning a

ministry which responded to these pri-

mary needs, a nc\x' church dcx-clopmcnt

became a reality

Campus ministry was another

context in w'hich listening and provid-

ing forums for dialogue were central

in Sanchez’ ministry. “We used to say

diat wc do not come to the campus to

bring Christ on campus, but wc go

there to discover where Christ is, and

to make ourselves available in whatev-

er way wc can
”

Long before theolopcal education

began to celebrate the call to cross-cul-

tural minisry', Sanchez was immersed in

it. Flis cxpicriencc is invaluable to Kxlay’s

students. “Don’t try to be somctxxly

cl.se other than yourself,” he counsels.

But in addition, he advises, “Be open to

icam as much as you can from the other

cultvin:, because both cultures bas e

something to conmbiiic to each other."

Listening, learning, and growing in

love and fruih arc the marks ofthis Dis-

tinguished Alumnus ofMcOirmick

Scnunarv' whose life has touched and

been ttiuchcd by so many.

r-i



President Campbell visits with Koreanpartners
in theological carnation

When Prfsidhnt O-nihia Campbeu. vistied Korea

September 19-25, 1995, she followed i long line of

McO)rmidc people vviio have tra^'clcd to iltc Land ot

Morning Calm in the service of Jesus Christ and his

chundi. Her mission \\-as to meet McCormick's partners

in today's mutual miiustr>' of theological education.

As the guest of tltc l’rcsb>'tcrian Theologic.il

Seminar)' in Seoul, Campbell s'isited with die semi-

nary’s leadership as well as with graduates and cur-

rent students in die D.Min. program joindy admin-

istered by McCormick and the Presbyterian Theo-

Iogic.ll Seminary. She lectured in tiv'o ministry cours-

es, and had opportunity to talk with die women stu-

dents’ organization. She preached at the Hae Bung

(“Liberation”) Church, where die Reverend Seung

Ha Lee (D.Min. ’93) is p.i.stor, She also was intro-

duced to the General Assembly of die Presbyterian

Church of Korea, which voted earlier this year to

begin ordaining women.

Reflecting on her encounters widi the D.Min.

alumni/ae, Campbell commented, “I heard some

really interesting stories from graduates about their

thesis projects. It’s obvious that this program has

had some real impact on congrcgation.s, in particu-

lar helping develop more lay participation, outreach

ministries, and helping congregations consider mis-

sion as involving service to their communities," She

learned of one project in wliich a congregation dug

a well to make pure drinking water available in its

community. The water is distributed free in contain-

ers which bear an evangelistic message.

In recent years, enrollment ofwomen .it the

seminary in Seoul has been approximately ten per-

cent of the student body. This fall, that number has

jumped to nventy percent. At the same time, the

National Organization of Korean Presbyterian

Women has set itself a goal of endovs’ing a chair in

women’s leadership. In addition, they plan to rai.se

money for five new church developments which will

have women as pastors. Campbell observed diat the

Korean Presbyterian women arc bright and ener-

getic, with a strong sense of call and readiness to be

in leadership in the church.

McCormick began its first Seoul D.Min.

group in 1991 and entered into partnership with

the Presbytenan Thcologicai Seminary in 1993-

Three groups have received their degrees, and the

Seoul IV group is scheduled to graduate in 1996.

The Presbyterian Theo-

logical Seminary was oiga-

nized in Pyongyang in 1905

by Samuel A. Moflett, who
went to Korea following his

graduation from McCormick

in 1 888 and there helped

found 200 churches and an

equal number of schools.

Closed by the Chinese, the

seminary relocated to Seoul and today is the largest

Prcsby'tcrian seminary' in the world, Moflett is pwr-

haps the best known of the McCormick-educated

missionaries of his day, a period in which McCormick
prepared more mi-ssionarics tlian all the other Prc.sbv-

tcrian seminanes combined.

S^mu^ A. Mcffttt

(For those interested in learning more about the history

ofPresbyterian mission to Korea, rrr American Presby-

terians, summer 1995 issue.)

Korean students travel a well-worn path to McCormick
on the way to ministry

Ttw RevitfMtd Chun KJ Cho. O.MIn.

'95, stwBud In Notm whilu his

*on, £un Sung Cho, 1$m M.IMk
student In Chicago.

A GLANCE AT

photos of recent

graduating classes

of McCormick
quickly reveals the

diversity of racial

and ethnic back-

grounds which

characterize the

Seminary today.

Twenty-six Korean

and Korcan-Amcri-

can students arc

currently studying

at the ina-sters level, and ninety-two at the

doctoral Ics'cl. Yet the presence of Korc

•in and Korran-Amcrican students at

McOimiick is not a new phenom-

enon, Koreans have long made the

journey' across die ocean to learn at

the seminary which educated

Samuel A Moflett and many other

Presbyterian missionaries.

One of the most distin-

guished of McCormick’s Korean

aliimni/ac was the Reverend Dr.

Minsoo Pai, class of 1933. In

recent years, Iiis pioneering work
on behalf of Korean liberation

and rural development has been

recognized by Iwth the president

ot the Republic of Korea and by

Yonsci University-

Bom in 1896, as a young

man Pai was active in the inde-

pendence movement against

Japanese colonialism, and spent

two and one-half years in pri.son

a.s a result. Phe influence ofSamuel

A, Moflett led Pai to cnmll at

McComiick in 1931 Following liis gradu-
ation, he returned to Korea and establislicd the bi

sion of Rural Affairs m the General Assembly ofthe

Korean Presbytenan Churdi.

Pai’s ministry in rural development .'md liis politi-

cal activism caused him to spend a number ofyears in

die United States, where he garnered support for his

causes. Returning to Korea at the end ofWorld War II,

he established two congregations. In 1957, he estab-

lished and served as president of die Christian Agricul-

tural Institute in Taejun, and in 1967 he established

Samae Apicultural Technical Institute in Ilsan to edu-

cate rural leaders. When he died in 1968, his wile con-

tinued and expanded this ministry.

In 1993, bodi Pai and his father were honored

by the president of die Republic of Korea widi the

Founding Fadicrs Medal for

Patnotism, in recogni-

tion of their efforts

for die liberation of

Korea, That same

year, Yonsci Uni-

veisity' initiated die

annual Minsoo

Pai lectures in

rural development

Another Mc-

Cormick graduate

who has com-

bined Christian

ministry with

Korean commu-
nity' development

is Wha Ja Hwang,

D.Min. ’85. A
graduate of the

Prcsby'tenan The-

ological Seminary

in Seoul, she was

first in her class at

a time when women
W'cre not permitted to

be ordained in the Pres-

bnerian Church in Korea.

Her concern for the needs of diose without

political or economic power led her to establish pur-

chasing unions and set up night classes for die work-

ing poor. Next, she began a mimstry of establishing

and overseeing more than forty' daycare centers

dirougliout Korea, a direct response to the rapid

industrialization of Korea, Her recent ministry of

setting up homes for the physically and mentally dis-

abled is the first of its kind in Korea.

Hwang plays an important role in today's rela-

tionships benveen Korean Christians and

McCormick She encouraged die leaders of die

National Korean Presbyterian Women to institute a

summer overseas training event at McQirniick

which ha.s now completed six seasons. She also hosts

McCormick s'isitors to Korea, providing both lan-

guage and cultural translation, most rccendy fur

President Cymthia Campbell,



Samuel Austin Moffett

(' l. A S S OH 18 8 8

The Field Studies Program

In its Hyde Park setting, where cen-

tury-oid buildings stand clad in ivy,

McCormick is in the midst of a com-

munity where Jews and Christians,

Buddhists and Muslims worship in

peace. This vital area is near the

nerve bank of the city, where urban

ministries are accomplishing much

of society’s hardest work. It is aiso

close to suburban congregations of

every size and variety. Our Heid

Studies program piaces students

where they are needed and appreci-

ated, pairing them with churches or

agencies that are prepared for the

rigors of mentoring. No matter what

kinds of ministries students will one

day serve - rural or urban, large or

small - we initiate a dialogue that

cannot be forgotten.

Pathfinder in a Foreign Land

He was sincere, yet they jeered him. He was handsome, yet they

stoned him. He was a foreigner, and he was imwelcome. But he was a

man b>om to lead. Eventually that was clear. He was a graduate of this

seminary and its most prolific missionary.

By 1876 the school that would come to be called McCormick was

sending more missionaries abroad than any other Presbyterian seminary.

Early in this century it was dispersing more missionaries on fcjreign soil

than all Presbyterian seminaries combined. There was one country' in Asia

where the mission work was to have its greatest impaa and one missionary'

whose memory still thrives. He was a scholar of Hebrew, Greek and L.arin

who became fluent in Korean. Samuel Austin MolFctt was his name.

The romanticism ofmission work must have very' quickly laded once

Moffett arrived in Korea, which he did on January 25, 1 890, his menty'-

sixth birthday. In a country whose 500-year-old class system was rigidK'

enforced, Christians did not enjoy most-favored status. Indeed, some 2,000

Catholics had been executed earlier in the century. After Moffett was stoned

on a street in Pyongyang, he bore with dignity the scar that permanently

marred his face. Throughout his life he refused to let anyone make much of

the incident. Elis success in this endeavor was no doubt due to his skills as a

leader. In fact, the man who had scarred him not only cons'erted to Presby-

terianism but became a minister. It was Moffen who ordained him.

Among his missions was education. In this he was a brilliant

strategist, for each church he established included a school. Korean

legend holds that Dr. Moffett helped found 200 churches and 200

schools. Among these was the first Presbyterian seminary in Korea,

which is the largest in the world today. Classes that first year were held

in his living room. Today the Presbyterian Church bears witness to

Moffett’s mission, embracing more than seven million disciples in

Korea, four times more than there are in the United States.

Evangelist, theologian and educator, Samuel Moffett was a pen-

patetic preacher who once traveled 1,500 miles spreading the word.

That trip lasted three months. His journey in Korea would endure for

46 years. It ended, to his sorrow, in 1936, when he was spirited out of

the country on an hour’s notice, aided by the Christian wife of a gov-

ernment official. Word was that the Japanese occupation had sched-

uled him for execution. Moffett died three years later, never having

returned. Nonetheless, when Christ claimed him, Korea mourned.

-•Ttv



SUITE 1500, 720 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019

(212)582-5531 • FAX: (212) 246 1867

Henry Luce HI
CHAIRMAN AND C.E.O.

October 22, 1996

Dear Sam,

Thanks for sen(ding me your father’s 1900 letter with its reference to a

Korean excursion with my grandfather. It’s no surprise to me that Grandfather

was described as having an “attractive personality”!

I’m glad you and Eileen were able to be at our anniversary dinner and I’m

glad you had a good time.

With all power to you as well,

Rev. Samuel H. Moffett

Henry Winters Luce Professor of

Ecumenics and Mission Emeritus

150 Leabrook Lane

Princeton, New Jersey 08540

Best regards,
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Rev. & Mrs. John Chulho Awe, hrm.

2247 Dock Drive, Lansdale, PA 19446
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AND, among others, PCUSA missionaries from key fields

overseas.

Sponsored by The Outreach Foundation of the Presbyterian

Church, Inc. and Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship. Participating

organizations include Worldwide Ministries Division, PCUSA;

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta; Columbia Theological Seminary;

and Presbyterians For Renewal.

FOR REGISTRATION AND HOTEL INFORMATION, CALL

THE OUTREACH FOUNDATION

1-81-191-ffl

Mark your calendar and begin planning now for:

— Inspirational insights into what God is doing throughout the

world as Presbyterians proclaim the gospel.

— Exciting avenues through which you and your church can

help meet crucial missions needs at home and abroad.

Conference leaders to include:

@ Marian McClure , director. Worldwide Ministries

Division, Presbyterian Church (USA).

@ Leighton Ford
,
president of Leighton Ford Ministries

and former associate to Billy Graham.

@ Luis Bush , international director of A.D. 2000 and

Beyond.

@ David Bryant
,
president of Concerts of Prayer

International.

@ Music by LiNDA McKechnie
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UpFront
Special From the Moderator

those children were grown and it was
!

up to them to teach their children.
|

We Americans can take these

examples to heart. What would

projects to alleviate poverty look like
|

if the emphasis was on empowering i

people through teaching usable skills?

Have we created a level of disabling

dependency in this country even as

we have tried to do what is “good”?

The tendency for the Hindus of

India to perpetuate the old order has

meant the attraction of many of the

Dahlit people (former “Untouchables”)
j

to Christianity. A church in Chennai

(Madras) has 300 to 400 members,

but there are usually 500 or 600 in

church on Sunday. Would that the

Presbyterian Church could be that
j

exciting for the unchurched! !

It is the custom in India to remove
|

your shoes on sacred ground, so I

found myself preaching in bare feet.

What an experience of spiritual

centering to feel the earth beneath my
feet! The power of that experience

inspired me to vow I would never *

preach in shoes again.

It may take another two years to

understand all that has happened in

my year as moderator. But one fact is

very clear. In honoring me, you have

honored many people around the

world.

Patricia G. Brown is moderator of the

1 997 General Assembly.

I could never have predicted the

effect India would have on me.

Visiting there last September, I met

many women. What a wonderful

affirmation it was for them to see that

the leader of the largest Presbyterian

denomination in the most powerful

country in the world looked like them!

Two women I met will forever

change my perception of service to

those in need. One was Kristine, a

British public health nurse affiliated

with United Ministries of Nepal

—

Mary Poppins in a sari! Learning that

contaminated well water was directly

related to the high level of infant

mortality, she engaged the community

in the solution, challenging them to

help repair the wells.

Sister Anna Rita was the

other. When I visited the Asha

Sadan project in the suburbs of

New Delhi she explained that

she had gone into the villages,

brought children into the

school, cleaned them up, and

taught them how to make

something of themselves. Now

Moderator Pat Brown and

Sister Anna Rita

Patricia G. Brown

Powerful

Memories

Of India
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c a gift be too small? Only one that is not made.

Which is why your gift is most important to the

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation. Every gift made

through the Foundation, in any amount, for any reason,

helps us to better serve God's will and the mission of

the Church. Like the many drops of water that comprise

an ocean, the combined support of individual gifts grow

in benefit and strength. And that is what the Foundation

is all about. Being of service to individual Presbyterians

who wish to join together in stewardship-^crv/ng the

Church in All Its Work.

If you're thinking of making a gift, now or in the future,

please contact us at: 800-858-6127 or at our website

www.fdn.pcLisa.org

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation
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CLERGY MOVE CENTER.
Serving clergy and members of the

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Significant Interstate Discount

Customized Personal Move Counseling

International Relocation Management
Financing for: Homes, Church Construction & Remodeling

Quality Service Since 1905

For total peace of mind, call our certified move counselors

Jean Wamemuende, Vicki Bierlein, Lynne Sizick, Jim Stevens

Diversity is good, but not for its own sake.

Princeton Seminary students are men and women; Americans, Africans,

and Asians; single and married people; fifty-year-olds and twenty-five-year-

olds; Presbyterians and Baptists; Native Americans and Hispanic Americans;

Californians and North Carolinians. And much more. It sounds like a crazy

quilt.

It is also the body of Christ.

For information about admission to one of Princeton’s five degree programs, write to:

Office of Vocations and Admissions • Princeton Theological Seminary
P.O. Box 821 • Princeton, NJ • 08542-0803 • or call 1-800-622-6767, ext. 7805

Fax: 609-497-7870 • Web site: www.ptsem.edu

Princeton Theologicai Seminary is a theoiogicai institution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
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LaughLines

A woman was driving her son and his

friend to church on Holy Thursday.

After explaining about the Last

Supper, she told them that Jesus and

his disciples went to the garden to pray,

and that Jesus had gone off on his own,

leaving his disciples to pray for him.

“But when he got back,” she said,

“they had fallen asleep. What do you

think he said to them?”

Without hesitation one boy

answered: “Don’t eat the apple.”

—

John W.

Shedwick, Woodbury Heights, N.J.

Zealand, Steward Island, where I

conducted worship at the urban

Presbyterian church. The three

children at worship left after a time

and went to the manse for Sunday

school. The grandpa of two of them

was the teacher. At a gathering that

evening he told about the class:

When he asked the children,

“What do you have to be to go to

heaven?” his 6-year-old grandson

quickly spoke up: “Dead!”—Vernon G.

Elgin, Kent, Wash.

Following a Sunday morning service,

a man said to his friend, “I’ll bet you

can’t recite the Lord’s Prayer.”

“Yes I can! ‘Now I lay me down
to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to

keep . .

.’”

“Wow!” said the first man, stunned.

“I was sure you wouldn’t know it!”

—

Brian Mullins, Jamesburg, N.J., via

ECULAUGH on PresbyNet

While I was serving a church in

New Zealand a weekend assignment

took me to the “third island” ofNew

A theologian named Tweedle

Refused to accept his degree.

Saying, “It’s bad enough being

Tweedle

Without being ‘Tweedle, D.D.’
”

—Author unknown, contributed by

Audrey Nickel, Durham, N. C.,

via ECULAUGH on PresbyNet

A true story:

A pastor invited the congregation

to join him in the old hymn, “I Was
There to Hear Your Burning Cry.”

The bulletin, however, omitted the n

in printing the title of the hymn.

—

Kent Hyde, Aberdeen, S.D.

One Sunday during the children’s

sermon the youth minister of a

church near Atlanta, Ga., pointed out

that in the New Testament copy he

was holding up, some of the words

were in red and some in black. He
asked the children if they knew the

significance of these colors.

“Yes,” one boy answered, “those

are the Georgia Bulldog colors.”

—

Dave Richardson, Gumming, Ga., via

ECULAUGH on PresbyNet

Contributions to “LaughLines” are welcome. Please keep them short and do not send

copyrighted material. Send to; LaughLines, Presbyterians Today, 100 Witherspoon St.,

Louisville, KY 40202-1396; PresbyNet in-box: today; or Internet address: today@pcusa.org

Want to Help Those

Affected by

Welfare Reform?

Want to Know

What Really

Works?

Phone the

HUNGER MINISTRY HELP LINE

1 -888 -747-3663
(M-F, 11-3 Eastern)

Access the Database of

Models That Work
from the recent

Welfare Consultation

A Ministry of the Presbyterian

Hunger Program

Unt uj

i-unativcLtJ

uejL
New Chouxd magazine

November 1997

Richmondd Only Accredited

Continuing Care

Retirement Community

1600WestbrookAvenue
JRichmond,\A

800-445-9904 ^
www.wescanric.org
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"Living Witnesses": John Chulho

and Yoomin Awe

Mission History Comes Alive

Korean couple share their story

The craggy North Korean countryside of

John Chulho Awe’s boyhood bears little

resemblance to the flat, sandy farmland of

southern New Jersey. And Awe’s youth as a

Christian persecuted by Korea’s Japanese,

then Communist rulers in the 1930s and

’40s is hard for most U. S. Presbyterians to

imagine.

Yet the gap narrowed one weekend last

fall when Awe and his wife, Yoomin,

visited Bethany Presbyterian Church in

Bridgeton, N.J. As Awe’s gripping story

unfolded, the terms “Presbyterian heritage"

and “mission giving” suddenly became

personal. After hearing Awe speak, one

elder commented: “I realized that our

mission giving really does impact others’

lives.”

Awe sees himself as the fruit of

Presbyterian mission efforts launched in

1885, when the U.S. church sent Horace

Underwood as a missionary to Korea,

followed by Samuel AustinMoffrtt in

1890. A cousin invited Awe to a^Srean

village church, where he first heard the

gospel. As a high school student in

Presbyterians Today APRIL 1998

Spotlight

room became a craft and TV
site for children. Nursing

mothers and infants took

over the chapel. Guitar

players and storytellers

provided entertainment.

Schoolteachers held informal

classes. Nurses and counselors

donated their skills. Tons

of firewood given by

community residents and

six neighboring presbyteries

were delivered to areas hit

hardest by the storm.

Every night people

gathered at the church for

informal worship services.

After 10 busy days the Peru

Community Church storm

shelter officially closed. But

the recovery continues.

Presbyterian Disaster

Assistance has sent $20,000

from One Great Hour of

Sharing offering funds to the

Synod of the Northeast. Gifts

to help the recovery effort

should be designated for

U.S.A. Disaster Response,

#9-2000015 .—Clinton McCoy

Warm Response to Icy Storms
Church plays key role in recovery

No one was prepared for

the ice storm that pounded

the northeastern United

States and Ganada in January.

After 72 hours of freezing

rain, trees toppled, utility

poles snapped, and 4 million

people lost their electricity

—

some for weeks.

Three days after the

storm began, a 185-member

Presbyterian/Methodist

congregation in the

Presbytery of Northern New
York became a center for

recovery operations. Peru

(N.Y.) Community Church

took in nearly 100 people

who needed emergency

shelter. A utility company

asked to use the church

kitchen to make lunch for its

Loaded

with love:

firewood

donated for

hard-hit

residents

of Quebec,

Canada

crews working around the

clock to restore power.

Volunteers from the

church and community

joined the effort, making 800

sandwiches a day. They also

cooked three meals a day for

shelter residents and delivered

food to others. They set up a

clothing bank, did laundry,

delivered prescriptions, and

distributed flashlights,

candles, diapers, fuel and

personal hygiene products.

The church’s senior high



Pyongyang, Awe lived with Mansik Cho,

an influential Christian elder who was later

killed by Communists.

After pioneering “industrial evangelism”

in South Korean factories in the 1950s,

Awe came to the United States to study

at McCormick Theological Seminary.

There he met Herbert Webster, a writer

who helped him record his dramatic story

in Decision at Dawn, published by Harper

& Row in 1965. He spent 15 years

ministering to Korean sailors in New York

Harbor. Then he and Yoomin answered

a call from Western Reserve Presbytery

to organize a church in Cleveland,

Ohio, for Caucasian/Korean couples.

Now officially retired, the Awes have

developed a “Living Witness” presentation,

using a massive photo collection they

transferred onto overhead transparencies

at their own expense. Designed to share

with Presbyterian congregations, the

Awes’ presentation tells their story along

with the history of Presbyterian mission

in Korea. Interested churches can contact

the Awes by calling (215) 412-7130, or

writing them at 247 Dock Manor, Lansdale,

PA 19446-6227. John Awe’s book is also

available from him for $20 .—Jean Walcott

Wilson

Sharing with strangers:

delivering boxes of supplies

to a school in Bosnia
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4-Ton Package

Sent to Bosnia

Montana town sees needs

Pakistan: Preparing for Disasters

Training builds new trust and skills

"We have grown in friendship. . . . This is the most cohesive

group I have ever experienced.”

These and similar statements came from Christians and

Muslims brought together for a week of disaster response

training in Multan, Pakistan, in December. Not only did the 30

participants develop the skills to cope with

weather- and war- related disasters, they also

learned to trust persons from groups once

regarded as enemies.

For many, learning by doing was a new

experience. They came expecting to take a

lot of notes, but instead found themselves

designing an evacuation plan and recovery

process for a hypothetical disaster situation.

“I came to learn from you,” a participant

told one of the trainers, “but found that we

answered all the questions.”

Coordinated by Church World Service,

“Capacity Building for Disaster Response”

training sessions in five countries are being

funded with a $69,770 grant from

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. To

contribute to this effort, send a check made
payable to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),

designated for #9-2000003—Disaster

Response/Capacity Building, to Central

Receiving Service, 100 Witherspoon St.,

Louisville, KY 40202-1396. Gifts by

MasterCard or VISA can be made by calling

PresbyTel at 1-800-872-3283.

Maria Parveen, a participant in the disaster

>- response training in Pakistan, where a third of

I those who attended were women
D
cn

A year ago Kenn and Carol

Green of Havre, Mont.,

received an e-mail message

from their son, Christopher,

a U.S. Army captain

stationed in Bosnia. He

and the other soldiers had

noticed that the children

living near their camp had

no toys or school supplies.

“They use old bunkers as

playhouses,” he wrote, “and

ask the soldiers at the gate

for simple things like ball

point pens.”

Christopher had also

observed that farmers in

the area desperately needed

new barbed wire fences

to replace those destroyed

in the war. Without fences

their cattle wandered away,

often getting killed in

fields of land mines. He

wondered if the people



Spotlight

of Havre could help.

The Greens spread the

word, and people in this

northern Montana

community of about 15,000

rallied to assist the Bosnian

farmers and schoolchildren.

Kenn Green, pastor of First

Presbyterian Church and St.

Mark’s Episcopal Church in

Havre, and Carol Green, a

university professor, helped

organize the “Havre Has It

and Shares It” project. Local

schools pitched in and raised

more than $900. By the end

of last summer the town had

collected 8,200 pounds of

school supplies and fencing

materials to ship to Bosnia.

Last fall the Greens

received another e-mail

message from their son.

“We delivered the school

supplies yesterday and it

was great,” he wrote. “I don’t

know who was happier—the

school or the soldiers who
helped .”—Eva Stimson

"Missionaries" Start

New Church
275 attend opening worship

For the past several years

Whitworth Community
Presbyterian Church in Spokane,

Wash., has sent groups on

mission trips around the world.

Now the 900-member church

is sending 30 families just eight

miles away to give birth to a new

congregation.

Whitworth Church commissioned its

“volunteer missionaries” one Sunday last

November. A week later 275 people

attended the inaugural worship service of

the fledgling Colbert Presbyterian Church.

“If your calendar is full but your life is

empty, Colbert Presbyterian could be your

kind of place,” says Eric Peterson, the

church’s organizing pastor.

Volunteers spent a month calling more

than 4,000 homes and inviting residents

to the opening service. They mailed a

brochure about the new church to another

2,000 homes.

Whitworth Church is putting $100,000

*5'

Pointing the way: left to right, small-group

coordinator Jim Beilis, pastor Eric Peterson with

children Sadie and Andrew, and music director

April Young with daughter Brianna outside the

high school where Colbert Presbyterian Church

rents worship space

into the new congregation, including funds

toward the purchase of a 10-acre church

site owned by Inland Northwest Presbytery.

Additional funding is coming from the

Synod of Alaska-Northwest, the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.), and other churches in the

presbytery. The church is expected to be

chartered by the presbytery in September.

—

Virgil Griepp

Stained Glass

Meets Bluegrass

Music raises money to build houses

Bluegrass is difficult to grow in the

hot desert climate of Albuquerque,

N.M. But the musical variety of

bluegrass is thriving at the city’s

Covenant Presbyterian Church.

John Cushman, the church’s banjo-

playing pastor, suggested having a

“Stained Glass Bluegrass Festival”

to raise money for Habitat for

Humanity.

“We started with just one local

Hoedown for Habitat: Elliot's

Ramblers at the Stained Glass Festival

band, Elliott’s Ramblers, in 1995,” he

says. “We sold tickets and we sold

food, and we were able to give Habitat

$ 1 ,200 .”

The next year’s festival raised more

than $1,500, even though bad weather

forced the church to move it inside.

By that time two band members had

begun attending worship at Covenant

regularly.

Last year First Presbyterian Church,

Sandia Presbyterian Church and

Shepherd of the Valley Presbyterian

Church joined Covenant in sponsoring

the festival. Chris Schuler, a Covenant

member and local television

personality, took pledges all evening

while three bands played hoedowns

and gospel songs from the flatbed of

a 1953 Dodge haytruck.

“We had people handing in money

to the stage, and some even brought

heavy baskets of coins,” Cushman says.

By the end of the festival more than

$17,000 in cash and building

materials had been donated or

pledged—enough to build an

entire Habitat house. And

participants had been treated to

I a lot of authentic toe-tapping

bluegrass music .—Paula Paul

J



ducation rectory

Come into your own..

At St. Andrews, the world is your

classroom. Come see why students

from 40 states and 30 countries

choose our beautiful 600-acre

campus for the education

of a lifetime.

ANDREWS
PRESBCTERIAN
COLLEGE
Laurinburg, NC 28352

800-763-0198 • www.sapc.edu

Mary Baldwin College
Staunton, Virginia

Founded 1842:

The oldest American women’s

college affiliated with the

Presbyterian Church

Building

Character in

Tomorrow’s

Leaders

1 .800 . 468.2262

10 graduate degree programs

to prepare leaders in pastoral

and educational ministry

Union Theological Seminary

& Presbyterian School of

Christian Education

800.229.2990 • www.utsva.edu

Integrating service

and work into academic

inquiry for 104 years.

W\RREN

ASHEVILLE NUH I H CAROLINA

800/934-3536

P.O. Box 9000 AshevilleNC 28815-9000

wwwwanen-wilson.edu

KING
W COLLEGE

/ Pre-professional programs

include medicine, ministry,

education, law, pharmacy.

/ One of 200 best in Peterson's

Top Colleges for Science.

/ Recognized by U.S. News

for seven consecutive years.

Bristol, Tennessee 37620

^ 1-800-362-0014 >

Presbyterian

College
CLINTON, S.C.

One Of THE Best..

Listed in Peterson’s, Fiske's, Barron’s,

and U.S. A/ews’ guides of top colleges

S.C. Professor of the Year in ’91
,

’92 & ’93

Recent student honors include one

Rhodes Scholar and 13 Rotary Scholars

Half of 1 ,1 00-student enrollment takes

part in volunteer service projects

Strong emphasis on ethics and values

CALL 1-800-476-7272 FOR MORE INFORMATION

TRINITY
u N I V I I s I I r

Consistently ranked #1 in West by

U.S. News & World Report

Challenging academic programs

96% of faculty hold Ph.D. degree

Student faculty ratio 11:1

715 Stadium Drive

San Antonio, TX 78212

1 -800-TRINITY

http://www.trinity.edu

e-mail; admissions(a,jtrinity.edu

PEACE
Peace College

now offers five

baccalaureate

degree programs

= for women.

For more

COLLEGE
15 E. Peace Street

Raleigh, NC 27604

I-800-PEACE-47
or (919) 508-2214

http://www.peace.edu

Austin College, a selective, liberal arts college

in Sherman, Texas, offers students the

opportunity to excel intellectually and spiritually:

• Activators—64 students strong— helped plan

and lead 14 presbytery youth ministry events

last year in four states involving over 2,000
Presbyterian youth and adults; This year

Activators will plan and lead 16 events in

Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Colorado

and Mexico;

• In the last two years Austin College has
awarded or committed over $500,000 in

scholarships through the Sara Bernice

Moseley Scholarship Program for

Outstanding Presbyterian Students:

• The ‘97 graduating class featured winners

of Fulbright and Watson Scholarships and
a Mellon Fellowship, among other honors.

Call 1-800-442-5363 for more information

about Austin College



Images of Christ in 20th-century art

By Edward McNulty

E
very age has portrayed Christ in its own terms. In

the catacombs Jesus was depicted as a beardless

Roman youth attired in a toga, and then as a

shepherd modeled after the sun god Apollo. The

Byzantines created a Christ and his heavenly

court in glittering mosaics reflecting the splendor

of the emperor and his retinue. In the Middle

Ages Christ sat above cathedral portals as a stern and distant

figure presiding over the Last Judgment, this giving way in the

Renaissance period again to the more classical Apollo-like Christ,

followed later by the warm humanity of Rembrandt's depictions.

Although neither the church nor religion is the main patron

or subject of art today, a large

number of 20th-century artists

have added their pictorial answer

to Jesus' question, "Who do you say

that I am?" Some have not been

much interested in the historical

Jesus. Marc Chagall, for example,

saw in Christ's crucifixion a

universal symbol for the suffering

of, first, the Jews, and then all

victims of war.

"White Crucifixion" Marc Chagall, Russia/France

It was unusual enough for a Jew to take up

painting, but to include a crucifix in so many of

his works? Throughout his career Chagall turned

to the crucified Christ to sum up the sufferings of

his people. (Even in his great stained-glass

window at the United Nations there is a crucifix

in the upper right corner.) In 1938, the year after

Picasso painted “Guernica,” a huge work

protesting Fascist injustice, Chagall produced his

own visual attack upon Nazi inhumanity. Around
the central figure of Christ crucified (wearing a

prayer shawl-like loin cloth) we see people fleeing

from vicious acts of violence while, from above,

figures—perhaps from the Hebrew Scriptures

—

stare down in disbelief that the nation of Goethe

and Schiller could sink to such

barbarism.

But look for the signs of hope:

the menorah, symbol of

knowledge of the Torah, its

candles of light still not

extinguished, and the light

streaming down upon Christ.

Even when Hitler’s New Order

seemed to be winning the day,

the artist’s strong faith affirmed

the ancient promise, “The

people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light.”

In the art gathered for this feature I have sought out both

non-Western and Western contemporary artists because most

churches, if they use art at all, are already familiar with the

works of D.O.M.s (Dead Old Masters). Several of the creators of

the works reproduced here are still very much alive and

working.

"Entry Into Jerusalem" Robert Hodgell, U.S.A.

In the first of eight prints in his “Passion Series”

Hodgell gives us a Christ whose face contrasts

starkly with the festive mood of the crowd

welcoming him into Jerusalem with their

“Hosannas.” The Christ portrayed by Hodgell is

informed by Isaiah of the Exile’s Suffering

10 Presbyterians Today APRIL 1 998



"White Crucifixion" by Marc Chagall

Photograph ® 1 997, The Art Institute of Chicago and ® 1 998 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York/ADAGP, Paris
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"Les Vendeurs chasses du Temple" (Jesus Drives Out the Merchants)

Reprinted with permission from Vie De Jesus Mafa

Servant poem; he is “a man of sorrows and

acquainted with grief.”

A none-too-happy looking disciple pulls at the

tether of the donkey, the darkness around him
suggesting that he still has no clue as to what is

transpiring. An empty space around the dark

countenance of Christ suggests light, for he alone

is aware of the dreadful/glorious fate awaiting

him—that the “Hosannas” in just a few days will

be replaced by “Crucify him!”

"Jesus Drives Out the Merchants"
Cameroon, West Africa

The African poet Albert Abble once pleaded for

“an African painter” who would make him a

black virgin adorned like one of the mothers of

his tribe. All over Africa Christian painters have

come forth with their version of a Christ at home
in their culture, even as in Europe artists

portrayed Christ and his surroundings as if he

were a European. Such paintings are not intended

to be museum pieces showing the authentic

details of first-century Palestine. Rather, they are

theological statements, transferring Christ, in

this case, to the Mafa people of North Cameroon.

Note the black-skinned Christ dressed in his

colorful robe and the architecture of the African-

style temple.

'It Is Finished" Sandra Bowden, U.S.A.

American artist Sandra Bowden sees her art as

an expression of her faith. Following John’s

Gospel, from which the title comes, she shows

us a medium close-up view of Christ as he utters

his final words in triumph. He has done what

he has set out to do, obediently following the

will of his Father unto death. The red color

shows us the cost of this obedience, his blood,

as does the jagged crown of thorns. We can

see part of the placard with “Jesus of Nazareth”

written in the three languages ordered by

Pilate.
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"Lamentation" by William Johnson

National Museum of American Art,

Washington, D.C./Art Resource, N.Y.
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"Lamentation" William H. Johnson, U.S.A.

Trained in New York City in an academic style,

Johnson, associated with the Harlem

Renaissance, went through a number of styles in

Europe, adopting a primitive style after he

returned to Harlem in 1938. With the halos

about the heads of the four main figures, this

painting reminds us of a classical crucifixion

scene, except that the figures are all black

persons. The two thieves still hang limply from

their crosses, but Christ’s lifeless body lies on the

ground. The crowds have gone and the soldiers

have stepped out of the scene, leaving the three

grieving women to mourn alone with Jesus. As it

so often does, the world, attracted for a while by

the novelty of a new leader, moves on, leaving the

faithful few to keep watch with the One who
changed their lives in such a way that they can

never return to their old ways. Easter has yet to

dawn, and the way to it is one of tears and

faithful watching.

"The Last Supper" Nalini Jayasuriya, Sri Lanka

This Sri Lankan artist, who spent several years as

artist/theologian in residence at the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.) offices in Louisville, Kentucky,

incorporates a basic symbol from the East into

her art—the mandala. Western art, she says, is

too linear, its harsh, angular lines dividing

people, indicating a yes/no, in/out, beginning/

ending way of looking at life. In the East, she

"Washing the Feet" Jyoti Sahi, India

India has long been a crossroads of cultures and

religions, and its Christian artists have striven

to depict Christ, not as an alien. Western figure,

but as One who speaks to Indians also. This

Bangaloran artist has lectured and written

extensively on the relationship of Christianity

and the other religions of his land. Here he places

the episode of Christ’s humility and service in

the frame of the leaf of the bhodi tree, sacred

to Buddhists and Hindus. The Buddha found

enlightenment beneath its shade, and the

Christian finds enlightenment in this great

example of service by the One whom the

protesting Peter called Master.

Washing the Feet" by Jyoti Sahi

Reprinted with permission of the Asian

Christian Art Association from The Bible

Through Asian Eyes, Masao Takenaka and

Ron O'Grady, ed.



The Betrayal by Esperanza Guevara

Reprinted with permission by Peter Hammer Verlag from The Gospel in Art by the Peasants ofSolentiname,

Philip and Sally Scharper, ed.

says, they prefer the mandala, the circle that seeks

to embrace all people, as Christ did. Therefore

not only is the Communion table circular in this

work, but the bread loaves and the apostles’

bodies, sitting cross-legged, are rounded also.

Even the skull caps on their heads carry out the

mandala motif In all her works Jayasuriya

portrays Christ as inclusive, welcoming all into

his circle of love.

'The SeXrayaVEsperanza Guevara, Nicaragua

A group of peasants living on the Solentiname

Islands of Lake Nicaragua were invited by

Catholic priest Ernesto Cardenal to comment
on the Gospel readings each Sunday. Their

tape-recorded discussions, later printed in four

volumes, were admired

all over the world for

their simple but clear

understanding of how the

life of Jesus was relevant

to their oppression. The

village was destroyed by

Somoza’s troops in 1977,

but after the dictator

was overthrown and the

survivors returned, some

of them painted scenes

from the Gospels. Jesus

is always dressed like a

campesino, in a white shirt

and blue jeans. Judas

again betrays his Master

with a kiss, but the

soldiers following him are dressed in the uniform

of Somoza’s National Guardsmen. And the

Garden of Gethsemane is filled with tropical

plants.

I

n these works from a variety of nations and cultures we

see a Christ who came for all peoples. He is a European

and a North American, but he is not limited by a

preferred skin color. He is an African, yet he is more than

an African. He is an Indian, and a Japanese, a Eilipino,

and a Sri Lankan. He is black, and he is white. These

artists help us to see a little more clearly the Christ who
died, and who lives, for the whole world.

Edward McNulty is editor o/Visual Parables and pastor of

Bovina Presbyterian Church, Bovina Center, N.Y.
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FOR FURTHER READING/VIEWING

There are many books of paintings on the life

of Christ. The following are a few that include

non-Western as well as traditional works:

Buechner, Frederick, The Faces ofJesus. Reprinted

since its 1 974 publication date, the text is as

beautiful as the multicultural paintings.

Scharper, Philip and Sally, ed.. The Gospel in Art by

the Peasants ofSolentiname. Primitive but powerful

paintings by Salvadorans who suffered oppression.

Takenaka, Masa, ed., Christian Art in Asia, and

with Ron O'Grady, The Bible Through Asian Eyes.

Both books contain beautiful works by members

of the Asian Christian Art Association {which also

publishes a colorful journal. Images, available for

$20 a year from ACAA, Kansai Seminar House,

Takenouchi-cho, Ichijoji, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606,

Japan).

Weber, Hans-Ruedi. Immanuel: The Coming of

Jesus in Art and the Bible and On o Friday Noon.

Wherever he has traveled, this World Council

of Churches theologian has photographed the

works of local artists, later including them in his

books.

If interested in a group

dedicated to fostering

the arts in the church,

write for a brochure

describing the many

activities of Christians

in the Visual Arts,

P.O. Box 181 17,

Minneapolis, MN
55418-0117.



Why Do We Need
A New Catechism?

Catechisms can give people hooks on which to hang

their theological thinking

By Theodore A. Gill Jr.

T
he word catechism

has an antique ring,

resonating of eras

when unquestioned

dogma was dictated

by churches and

lengthy memorization was

required by schools. So it

surprises some Presbyterians

to learn that drafts of two

new catechisms—summaries

of church doctrine in

question-and-answer format

—

will be presented to this year’s

General Assembly.

Is there a place for modern
catechisms? Yes, says John

C. Bush, pastor of Grace

Presbyterian Church in

Madison, Alabama, who
recently published his own
catechism. “If you’re talking

about catechisms that people

memorize and just spout

back, that is not much help to

anybody. But if you’re talking

about a catechism that gives

people hooks on which to hang

their own theological thinking,

then it can be enormously

useful.”

After successive General

Assemblies were petitioned to

adopt a catechism for use in

Christian education, in 1994

a special committee was

appointed “to create a brief

catechism of the Christian faith,

useful in the instruction of

young and old, adaptable

for educational, home and

liturgical settings.” The

nine members of the Special

Committee to Write a New
Presbyterian Catechism

were drawn from

seminaries, colleges and

local churches.

At the time the committee

was constituted certain

educators objected to any

proposal of new catechisms.

They resisted the idea

of developing lists of

preconceived questions

and answers, much less

requiring that these

“doctrinally correct”

responses be memorized

I by students.

David Ng, the late

professor of Christian

education at San Francisco

Theological Seminary, was

particularly outspoken in

opposition to the principle of

publishing contemporary

catechisms. Their introduction

into classrooms struck Ng as

anachronistic, flying in the
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face of modern educational

practice.

Leanne Van Dyk, associate

professor of systematic theology

at San Francisco Theological

Seminary, a member of the

Special Committee to Write a

New Presbyterian Catechism

and a colleague of Ng’s, says,

“For David a catechism

furnished the questions and

answers rather than eliciting

them from the students. Fie

believed catechisms impose

authoritarian structures rather

than encouraging students to

participate in the process of

learning.”

Laura Lewis, vice chair of

the Special Committee and

associate professor of Christian

education at Austin Presbyterian

Theological Seminary, says

Ng made points that have been

heeded by the committee.

“David was totally against rote

memorization,” she comments,

“but we’re all against that.

The committee does not expect

students to learn a catechism

word by word. This is a

starting point for reflection,

for discussion of our thoughts

and beliefs.”

Van Dyk, who was raised

in a Christian Reformed

congregation, grew up studying

the Heidelberg Catechism.

“The experience of learning

parts of that catechism over

many years gave me something

to reflect on later,” she says.

“Eliciting the concerns of

youngsters is appropriate, but

I find it more appropriate as

a reflection on the content of

Christian faith. So, first, the faith

has to be taught. 1 am able to

reflect intelligently on my faith

today because of a commitment
on my church’s part to

provide me with a religious

vocabulary.

“Catechisms can be creative

tools in the hands of a good

teacher. The process of

teaching a catechism doesn’t

have to be authoritarian at all.

The creative thinker will come
up with all kinds of wonderful

ways to engage students’

thinking on what Christian faith

is and what it means to them.”

mong the early

actions of the Special

Committee was

distributing a

questionnaire to gauge the

demand for catechisms in

congregations. Richard Osmer,

chair of the committee and

professor of Christian education

at Princeton Theological

Seminary, explains: “The

questionnaire asked if a

particular church would use

a new catechism and, if so,

how? We focused on the setting,

the age level and the desired

maximum length. We invited

churches to identify various

educational and liturgical

contexts in which a new
catechism might be used, and

we asked what important

questions a catechism should

address.”

Responses demonstrated

that a significant number of

Presbyterian congregations

would employ catechisms,

but in different ways and with

diverse groups. The three

primary ways in which a

catechism would be used were

Bible studies for children and

others learning about Scripture

for the first time,

confirmation courses

for adolescents, and

church-officer training or

adult new-membership classes.

The committee concluded

that churches would best be

served by separate catechisms
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children as young as 10, as well

as young people and adults. A
much longer document, “The

Study Catechism,” is being

completed for adult groups. It

contains commentary on the

Ten Commandments, the

Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s

Prayer, and a Presbyterian

interpretation of the sacraments

of baptism and the Lord’s

Supper. An abbreviated version

of “The Study Catechism,”

called “The Confirmation

Catechism,” is pitched at the

reading level of high school

students. These texts are

proposed as educational tools,

not necessarily for inclusion in

the church’s Constitution

(Part I, Book of Confessions).

A question-and-answer

format has been adopted for

both texts. Some catechisms,

from catechetical lectures of

the fourth and fifth centuries

through Martin Luther’s

“German Catechism” of 1529

to the “Catechism of the Roman
Catholic Church” in 1992,

have appeared as sermons or

theological treatises. Catechisms

in the Presbyterian tradition

have been written as catalogues

of questions and answers on

Christian belief

A
s the questionnaires

were returned the

committee heard from

several congregations

using catechisms in their

educational programs. Most

reported that they use the

Westminster Shorter Catechism

of 1647, which has been an

authorized theological standard

for American Presbyterians

since 1729. The committee also

learned about churches, such as

Bush’s, which had encouraged

pastors to write updated

catechisms.

Bush’s document is titled

A New Reformed Catechism and

subtitled After the Pattern of the

Westminster Shorter Catechism,

In Light of The Confession of 1967

and A BriefStatement of

Faith. “My catechism,” he

explains, “grew out of a

discussion in our session about

how catechisms were written

before the Westminster Shorter

Catechism—mostly by pastors

for use in their churches. The

session members looked over

the Shorter Catechism and

were appalled at how far it

was from their own thinking

and experience. They

unanimously encouraged me
to try my hand at a catechism

for today.”

Lewis says “The First

Catechism” was field-tested in

more than 20 congregations.

This was not something they

tried toward the end, she stresses,

but from the very beginning.

“In each test congregation,” she

explains, “at least one adult

volunteered to have a

conversation with a child in the

third to fifth grade, and a second

conversation with a youngster

in the seventh to ninth grade.

Questions were asked, and then

the children gave their own
answers. Then they were told

what the committee had

provided as an answer. They

talked about the differences. We
wanted to see if our words were

on target, but also how the

young people interpreted the

questions.

“The adults reported on

designed to meet

the educational

needs of each

different audience. One
catechism, with the

working title “The First

Catechism,” is based on the

Biblical narrative and is aimed at
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concepts and words that were

difficult, and which answers

worked very well. They recorded

illustrations and Bible stories

that helped explain the concepts.

In some churches groups of

parents and teachers gave

feedback after comparing their

interviews. In the end the

committee changed its approach

to numerous questions and

answers.”

What impressed Lewis most

about the committee, she says,

is “how devoted they are. When
we introduced ourselves at the

first meeting, each person

around the room could identify

particular children, youth

and young adults we care for

and would like to see using the

catechisms. We each have a real

sense ofwho the people are

who will profit. It’s in that spirit

that we engaged in substantial

discussion and debate, and we
finally came to consensus on

each of the questions and

answers. Now our texts move
out into the whole church,

and a good catechism calls for

conversation. These catechisms

will be improved as they are

used.”

Theodore A. Gill Jr. is assistant

director of the Department of

Governing Body, Ecumenical and

Agency Relations, Office of the

General Assembly, Louisville, Ky.

How to Get Copies

Drafts of both catechisms

have been published in the

Presbyterian News Service’s

News Briefs, which is mailed to

every Presbyterian church, as

well as on the PCUSA Web
page (www.pcusa.org) and on

PresbyNet. The committee is

compiling readers’ comments

and will present them to the

General Assembly in June.

Or call Theo Gill at (502) 569-

5444. If the catechisms are

approved by the Assembly,

study guides, teachers’ helps

and other resources will be

prepared to help congregations

use them effectively.

Parallel Texts from Six Catechisms
Concerning addressing God as "our Father" in the opening of the Lord's Prayer

The German Catechism,

or “Large Catechism"

Martin Luther (1529,

revised 1538)

God's name was given to

us when we became

Christians at Baptism, and

so we are called children

of God and enjoy the

sacraments, through which

he so incorporates us with

himself that all that is God's

must serve for our use

Since in this prayer we call

God our Father, it is our

duty in every way to

behave as good children so

that he may receive from us

not shame but honor and

praise.

The Geneva Catechism

John Calvin (1541)

MINISTER: Why is God

called our Father,

rather than some other

name?

CFIILD: Since it is essential

that our consciences have

a steadfast assurance,

when we pray, our God

gives Flimself a name,

which suggests only

gentleness and kindness,

in order to take away

from us all doubt and

anxiety, and to give us

boldness in coming to

Flim personally.

MINISTER: Shall we then

dare to go to God

familiarly, as a child to

his father?

CHILD: Yes, in fact with

greater assurance of

obtaining what we ask. For

if we, being evil, cannot

refuse our children bread

and meat, when they ask,

how much less will our

heavenly Father, who is not

only good, but sovereign

goodness itself? (Matt.

7:11)

Westminster Shorter

Catechism

Anthony Tuckney (1647)

Q. What doth the preface

of the Lord's prayer teach

us?

A. The preface of the Lord's

prayer, which is, "Our

Father which art in

heaven," teacheth us to

draw near to God, with

all holy reverence and

confidence, as children to

a father, able and ready to

help us; and that we should

pray with and for others.

A New Reformed Catechism

John C. Bush (1997)

What do the opening words

of the Lord's Prayer teach us?

The opening words of the

Lord's Prayer, "Our Father in

heaven," teach us that we
may approach God with

both reverence and

confidence. Just as children

may approach a good and

loving parent or caregiver,

in the assurance that God is

able and ready to help us

as we pray both for

ourselves and for others.

The First Catechism

(Draft proposed to the

1998 General Assembly)

What do we mean when we

pray to God as "Our Father"?

As Jesus taught us, we
call upon God like little

children who know that

God cares for them and

loves them. Because Jesus

prayed to God as his Father,

we too can pray to God in

this way.

When we pray to God as

our Father, do we mean

that God is male?

No. Only creatures who
have bodies can be male or

female. But God is Spirit

and has no body.

The Study Catechism

(Draft proposed to the

1 998 General Assembly)

What is meant by addressing

God as "Our Father in

heaven"?

By addressing God as "our

Father," we draw near with

childlike reverence, and

place ourselves securely in

God's hands. Although God

is certainly everywhere,

God is said to exist and

dwell "in heaven." For while

God is free to enter into the

closest relationship with

the creature, God does not

belong to the created order

of beings. "Heaven" is the

seat of divine authority, the

place from which God

reigns in glory and brings

salvation to earth. Our

opening address expresses

our confidence that we rest

securely in God's intimate

care, and that nothing on

earth lies beyond the reach

of God's grace.
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What

Presbyterians

Believe...

This is the second of three M
articles. The topic to follow, in the jH

May issue, will be education.

Life
^

After
Death
Do we still believe in heaven? Does it make a difference ifwe do ?

By Lewis R. Donelson

/M ctually, I don’t think much about

heaven. I have enough to worry

^B about just getting through the day.”

It is a common sentiment. One,

in fact, that I share from time to

time. Perhaps it is my age—48, in

the middle of my career and the

raising of a family. I just don’t seem to have time

to worry about what happens when I die, or at

least what happens to me when I die. But I also

suspect that the problem is not simply my age but

the age in which I live. We simply do not hear

much talk about heaven these days.

Do we really believe in heaven anymore? And
if we do, what difference does it make? Is it even

a good thing to think about heaven? Should we

focus instead on meeting the

demands of today, and let God
worry about heaven?

I doubt if any complaint

against Christians (apart from

their being hypocrites) has

been more frequent and more

effective than the one about our

focus on life after death. We have

been told: “You abandon the

earth in favor of heaven. You

permit injustice here because you

think heaven will solve it all. Your dreams

of eternal life dull you to the wonders and

challenges of this life.”

And it seems we agree. If loving heaven Illustrations by Ron Newton
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What

Presbyterians

Believe...

The Biblical

call is to

trust both

the present

and the

future

to God

means hating earth, we cannot do it. We have

transformed John’s warning into “If you say you

love heaven and do not love earth, if you say you

love the next life and do not love this one, then

you are a liar. How can we love heaven if we do

not love earth? God made them both and called

them both good” (cp. 1 John 4:20).

But I also hear other voices in us. Powerful

voices. I remember a friend whose wife had

recently died ask.ing me, really asking me, “Will

I see my wife when I die?” I knew what he was

asking: he still had to be himself, his wife still had

to be herself. And they needed to meet, probably

in space and time. It needed to be a lot like life

here. I also knew it was not a naked question. He
was already answering it in the asking. It was a

faith question. Believing and trusting in God for

him meant that his relationship with his wife, that

wonderful and miraculous relationship, could not

really ever end.

We connect God with both heaven and earth.

We find God here (or God finds us), and in

finding God here we expect there to be more.

We have always done this. The Bible does this.

Our confessions do this.

T
he oldest confessions in our Book of

Confessions focus more on the future than

the present. For example, the Nicene Creed

reads: “He [Jesus] suffered and was buried,

and the third day he rose again according to the

Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth

on the right hand of the Father. And he shall

come again with glory to judge both the quick

and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no

end.”

The Apostle’s Creed is almost identical, only

changing the final imagery to “from thence he

shall come to judge the quick and the dead.”

The Jesus story is also our story. That Jesus

died, was raised, ascended into heaven, and sits

on God’s right hand prefigures our own story. We
will follow him. This means our confessions often

describe the future of individual Christians by

how they tell the story of Jesus. In the earliest

confessions it is understood that we are destined,

when we die, to follow Jesus into God’s presence.

But after our death and ascension, Jesus will

return as Judge. Life after death includes not only

departure to be with God but a final judgment and

establishment of God’s kingdom. If the first

imagery is one of departure, of our leaving this

earth, the second is one of arrival, of Jesus coming

here.

The confessions are echoing a tension in the

Biblical passages. The Bible speaks both of our

departure and of Jesus’ arrival. And more often

than not, except perhaps in Paul, the two images

are not systematically combined. The Bible does

not explicitly work out an account of what

happens when we die. Instead it multiplies images

of departure, arrival, judgment, spiritual bodies.

Our confessions reflect this rather poetic cast of

the Biblical imagery.

The Scots Confession and the Westminster

Confession of Faith, however, do work out a

consistent narrative. The Scots Confession

declares: “The chosen departed are in peace, and

rest from their labors; not that they sleep and are

lost in oblivion as some fanatics hold, for they are

delivered from all fear and torment, and all the

temptations to which we and all God’s chosen are

subject in this life.”

Westminster is even more precise, declaring

that “the bodies of men, after death, return to

dust, and see corruption; but their souls (which

neither die nor sleep), having an immortal

subsistence, immediately rdturn to God.” In

heaven these souls “behold the face of God” and

wait for “the full redemption of their bodies.”

When we die our souls (and only our souls) go

to be with God.

But this is not the end of our story. The Scots

Confession declares: “We believe that the same

Lord Jesus shall visibly return for this Last

Judgment as he was seen to ascend. And then,

we firmly believe, the time of refreshing and

restitution of all things shall come, so that those

who from the beginning have suffered violence,

injury, and wrong, for righteousness’ sake, shall

inherit that blessed immortality promised them

from the beginning.” Westminster connects this

final judgment with a reuniting of the soul with

the body. And both connect the giving of eternal

rewards to the elect with the casting into hell of

the wicked.

20 Presbyterians Today APRIL 1998



I

f there is a Presbyterian

narrative about life after death,

this is it: When you die, your soul

goes to be with God, where it enjoys

God’s glory and waits for the final

judgment. At the final judgment bodies are

reunited with souls, and eternal rewards and

punishments are handed out. As the Scots

Confession notes, final judgment is also “the time

of refreshing and restitution of all things.”And it

is clearly the case that both the Scots Confession

and the Westminster Confession of Faith want to

orient the present-day life of believers around this

future.

But the Bible spends more time focusing on

new life here than on life after death. So do all

our more recent confessions. Although the

Confession of 1967 mentions life after death, it

does so only briefly. Its focus is on new life now
and on the church’s ministry of reconciliation.

Our most recent “Brief Statement of Faith” has

only one line explicitly mentioning eternal life.

The rest of the confession is devoted to present

life on this earth. The focus of the Nicene Creed

and the Apostles’ Creed on lesus’ ascension and

future return is missing. Instead, Jesus is the one

who models our ministry here. We all seem to

be 48-year-olds, like me, concentrating on the

enormous tasks of this life and letting God worry

about heaven.

It is difficult not to hear good American

practicality in this shift in emphasis. Let us take

up the tasks within our reach and leave heaven to

those who live there. But it also may be that we

are being very Biblical in this. Rather than

articulating life-after-death narratives, the Bible

offers a variety of images. The Biblical call is not

to believe in one known scenario but to trust both

the present and the future to God.

Perhaps “A Brief Statement of Faith” says it

well. Each section begins with the declaration,

“We trust ...” We trust. This is, after all, the core

meaning of the Greek word for faith; to have faith

means to trust.

1 think my friend wondering about himself

and his wife and death was speaking to the heart

of it. Fie does not know about bodies and souls

and space and time in God’s heaven, but

nonetheless he trusts himself and his wife and

their relationship to God. d

Finding

God here

on earth,

we expect

there to be

more

Lewis R. Donelson is professor ofNew Testament at

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Austin,

Texas.
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Concrete
Connections
A gringo grandmother discovers thejoy of building and bonding with Mexican Christians

By Linda Danby Freeman

T
he wake-up

knock came at

5:30 a.m. I

opened my eyes

in a strange and

not particularly

clean hotel

room, with a noisy air

conditioner making feeble

inroads into the steamy heat.

There was a crinkly plastic

cover on my mattress and on

the other double bed in the

room 1 was sharing with two

16-year-old best-friend high

school students 1 had met

for the first time three days

earlier.

The evening before we

had loaded ourselves and

our baggage— 10 suitcases,

backpacks and duffel bags

between us—along with the

23 other folks and their

baggage onto an open-

window bus in 100-degree-

plus heat for a two-hour

drive to our destination.

When I turned the key

on the shadeless lamp at my
bedside a half-dollar-sized

something-or-other

scurried under the crack

at the bottom of our door.

I pinched myself. What was

a Presbyterian elder, this

year’s stated clerk, a widow

with only a twinkle of

years between me and

Social Security, a four-time

grandmother—someone

from the “hair-spray

generation,” for Pete’s

sake—doing in a place like

this?

I’ll tell you what she was

doing. She was having the

experience of a lifetime!

From the moment I

realized last year that my
schedule was free and I

could participate in the work

project partnership between

Charlotte Presbytery in

North Carolina and Emaus

Presbytery in the Yucatan

Peninsula of Mexico, I began

scratching a longtime itch.

That itch had begun the

summer of my 10th year in

the imaginary missionary

hospital I set up in The Big

Swamp—a swale between

Grandpa Laylin’s cornfield

and the orchard in the rural

Michigan community where

Working together to construct

a women's dormitory

I lived. Memories came

flooding back, memories

ofwho I meant to be and

the services I meant to

perform—plans that had

gotten sidetracked by

marriage and motherhood

and midlife crises.

hat did we do, in

that place where

the guavas and

papayas and squash

and bananas and limes that

grew by the roadside later

appeared on our plates at

mealtime, that proved so

enriching? We moved dump-

truck loads of sand, gravel,

fill dirt, rocks and broken

cinder blocks from here to

there (and in one instance,

back again). Twelve of

them. We mixed concreto

(concrete), first by hand

and later in the week by

machine.

Several times a day we

dropped whatever else we

were doing to respond to the

call of “Line!”—forming a

line to move cinder blocks or

sand or gravel or five-gallon

buckets about a third full of

cement (more was too

heavy) to the building site

and to send the empty

buckets back to the mixer.

We hoisted cement-covered

T-beams up to the roof

where they formed the cross-

members on which the

roofing cinder blocks were

to rest. We formed lines to

get the cinder blocks to the

rooftop and lines to get the

two layers of concrete that

sealed the roof up there as

well.

While the women
seminary students in the

group helped prepare and

serve our meals, the male

students and a Mayan work

crew joined us in our labors.

There was much pointing

and repeating of nouns and

verbs in both Spanish and

English as we tried to

communicate, each of us

eager to learn from and

share with the others. By

the second day, despite our

language difficulties, there

was joking and horseplay

and camaraderie among us
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as though we had known

each other for years.

On the last morning, as

we hoisted, poured and

smoothed the last buckets

of the last sealing layer of

concrete on the roof, there

came a shout from above.

No mas concreto! The Mayan

work crew leader was telling

us he needed no more

concrete! We picked up

the joyous chant: No mas

concreto! No mas concreto!

We had successfully

worked together to build a

women’s dormitory at the

Presbyterian Theological

Bible Institute of tbe

Presbytery of Emaus in

Tekax, Yucatan. This

building joins previous

years’ projects—the men’s

dorm, the kitchen/

cafeteria/classroom

building, the administration

building and the dean’s

living quarters. The project

for 1998, the chapel, will

complete current building

plans for the campus.

Hopes for the future

include church-to-church

relationships between our

two presbyteries.

T
hat would have been

enough to set my heart

singing, but on two

evenings we visited

rural churches in small

not-on-the-map villages

where many from my
generation—the abuelas

(grandmothers)—spoke only

Mayan, and where we were

greeted with a contagious

warmth and love that must

have been what the New
Testament writer John had

in mind. Even though our

communication was

accomplished mostly through

smiles, hand clasps and head

nodding, I hugged and felt

truly welcomed by more

people in that week and a

half than I have in any year

and a half the rest of my life.

We celebrated seminary

student Catarina’s 16tb

birthday with cake, small gifts,

and a guitar-accompanied

Spanish version of the

birthday song, Feliz

Cumpleanos. Students joined

us one afternoon for a tour

of the Mayan ruins 60 miles

away at Uxmal. For many of

us it was our first visit to the

site of a crowning glory of the

Mayan ancestral heritage.

We walked together on the

grounds and talked together,

hermana y hennano, mano

a mano (sister and brother,

hand in hand). Our

compadres (comrades)

taught us Mayan words and

shared some of their customs

with us.

We took things with us

to Tekax—things such as

clothing, tools, candy and

trinkets for the children,

Spanish/English Bibles,

hand-held Spanish/English

electronic translators—along

with certain skills and a

willingness to work. But in

return we became family

to people whose greatest

possession is overt Christian

love. To say I received more

from the experience than I

gave seems trite, but I know

now why so many people

say that—because it is, oh,

so true.
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Planning a Mission Trip?

Call Presbyterian Distribution

Service at 1 -800-524-261 2 to order

these helpful resources:

People, Places and

Partnerships: A Workbook for Your

Mission Trip Abroad. A reflection

guide for those on short-term

mission assignments or church-

sponsored travel/study seminars.

$2.00. (PDS #74-400-96-049)

"Planning an Excellent

Adventure." A video to help plan

international work camp and

mission trips. $9.95. (PDS #74-400-

94-004) Available from Friendship

Press is Having an Excellent

Adventure: Handbook for

Responsible Travel, A Guide for

Planners and Travelers. $4.95.

(To order call 51 3-948-8733.)

For more information about mission

trips call Jo Ella Holman at (502)

569-5259. For information about

mission trip opportunities in the

United States call Kerry Rice at (502)

569-5270. For information about

presbytery partnerships call Homer

Rickabaugh at (502) 569-5261.

The reality of the

experience exceeded my
wildest dreams. Yes, it

brought temporary relief to

the itch that began in my
Grandpa’s field so many

years ago—but what mother

hasn’t said to her children,

“Don’t scratch—that will

only make it itch worse”?

Another trip is being planned

for this July—and that month

on my calendar gleams with

possibilities . . .

Linda Danby Freeman,

a member of Steele Creek

Presbyterian Church in

Charlotte, N.C., is manager

of the Communication and

Resource Office of the United

Ministries in Higher Education.
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Critics’ Corner

Top 1 0 Films for the Spirit
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he plays a colorful Pentecostal preacher

from Texas, a role he develops with

authenticity and respect.

Breaking the Waves (directed by Lars

von Trier, October Films, rated R). In

this daring exploration of holiness,

madness and sexuality, a devout young

Scottish woman marries an “outlander”

against the wishes of her strict Calvinist

sect. When her husband is paralyzed in

an accident, she reluctantly agrees to

engage in sex with other men so he can

live vicariously through her.

/fo/yo (directed by Jan Sverak,

Miramax, rated PG-13, Czech with

English subtitles). A Russian boy is

abandoned for a time by his mother

and transforms the character of a

lecherous Czech musician, suggesting

a note of reconciliation between two

former enemy peoples. An interesting

use of the 23rd Psalm in the film

reflects the change of heart of Kolya’s

reluctand guardian.

Marvin's Room (directed by Jerry

Zaks, Miramax, rated PG-13). A long-

separated “good daughter” (Diane

Keaton) and “bad daughter” (Meryl

Streep) come together at the bedside of

their father. They learn to love each

other again. More important, they

learn that the ability to give love—not

just be loved— is life’s greatest blessing.

Once Upon a Time . . . When We Were

Colored (directed by Tim Reid, Republic

Pictures, rated PG). The story of an

African-American boy and his

extended family in pre-Civil-Rights-

era Mississippi is told without

sensationalism in this heartwarming

film. The church is presented as a

The members of the Academy of

Motion Picture Arts and Sciences use

artistic criteria when they select each

year’s Oscar winners. But what if they

also asked, “Which movies challenged

or affirmed viewers spiritually?” The

following 10 films speak to the human

heart—not necessarily in “religious”

language, but in images that linger long

after the theater screen goes

dark. Most of these films were

released in 1997. A few opened

earlier in a couple of major cities.

^/n/'sffld (directed by Stephen

Spielberg, DreamWorks, rated

R). This film dramatizes the

dignity and longing for freedom

in members of every race,

and the willingness of some

Americans to join African slaves

in their fight for that dignity

and freedom. In one episode a

prisoner who is unable to read

or even understand the language

of his captors discovers the

meaning of Christ from pictures

in an illustrated Bible.

r/jc^p05f/e (directed by Robert

Duvall, October Films,

rated R). Who could

forget actor Robert

Duvall’s Oscar-

winning portrayal of

a spiritually redeemed

country singer in the

1983 movie lender

Mercies^. In The Apostle,

which Duvall wrote,

produced and directed.

Photo credits, clockwise from the top:

Van Redin. Phillip V. Caruso,

Miramax, Fox Searchlight Picture,

BET Pictures, Mehe W. Wallace



positive force in a community that

pulls together to help one of its own.

Porad/se /foot/ (directed by Bruce

Beresford, Fox Searchlight, rated R).

Based on actual events from World War

II, this film tells the story ofwomen in

a Japanese internment camp who form

a voice orchestra to sustain their morale

and humanity. It features a talented

Presbyterian missionary (played by

Pauline Collins) who writes out the

scores of classical music from memory.

Ponette (directed by Jacques Doillon,

Arrow Releasing, rated PG, French

with English subtitles). This engaging

tale shows how a 4-year-old French

girl copes with the death of her mother

in an auto accident. When told of the

resurrection of Christ she begins

seeking answers from God and her

little friends about when her mother

will be resurrected from the dead.

The Sweet Hereafter { directed by Atom
Egoyan, Eine Line Features, rated R).

This film draws us into the devastating

sorrow of Canadian villagers whose

children have been killed in a school

bus accident. Their unity is threatened

by a lawyer’s attempt to enlist the

town’s support in filing a class-action

suit. The silence of the church amid

such intense grief is deafening.

Titanic (directed by James Cameron,

Paramount Pictures, rated PG-13). Not

just another disaster film. Titanic is a

sweeping love story with a penetrating

social commentary. The film depicts

many scenes of courage: a priest leading

people in praying the Rosary and reading

from Isaiah as the doomed ship sinks;

band members coming together to play

a hymn; and a young man (Leonardo

DiCaprio) “saving” his beloved

(Kate Winslet) from the deadening

restrictions of upper-class life.

—

Ed

McNulty, editor o/Visual Parables and

pastor ofBovina Presbyterian Church,

Bovina Center, N.Y.

The perfect way
to start your week...

and not for pastors only

With resource and event information, unique

classified advertising, and articles written by

its readers, Monday Morning supports all church

leaders in their ministry, not just pastors.

21 issues for only $21!

For a sample copy

or to subscribe,

call 1-800-524-2612.

See ColcEsbuRy's Pulpir RobES

ofaII Colons Ai\id Styles.

@ Cokesbury
CALL OR VISIT

YOUR COKESBURY STORE
ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-672-1789

To ORDER VIA THE INTERNET, VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT www.cokesbury.org

CaU foR pAcIcET #806841 Satisfaction (guaranteed!
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NewsWatch

THE CHURCH IN ACTION: LOCAL NATIONAL WORLDWIDE

Financial Picture

Brightens for PCUSA
Good news about

Presbyterian Church

finances emerged out of

the February meeting of

the General Assembly

Council (GAC) in

Louisville, Ky. Ghurch

financial officers reported

that unified (unrestricted)

giving to the General Assembly

mission budget increased by

$1.7 million in 1997, a jump of

nearly 5 percent over 1996.

Contributions to all four of the

church’s special offerings increased,

with gifts to the Christmas Joy

Offering rising by a whopping

16.5 percent. Contributions to

the Theological Education Fund,

through which congregations

help support Presbyterian

seminaries, rose by 9.4 percent.

This news emboldened the

GAC to approve a mission budget

of $124.7 million for 1999, an

increase of $3.2 million over

1998. Among the efforts targeted

to receive portions of the budget

increase:

mission program grants to

congregations engaged in creative

outreach programs

racial/ethnic church

development and evangelism

Presbyterians: Being Faithful to

Jesus Christ, the denomination’s

new every-household publication

family and men’s ministries

bilingual resources and

programs for Fiispanic and

Asian-American Presbyterians

spiritual formation resources

for young adults

grants to help small churches

acquire computers or upgrade

outmoded computer systems

—

Jerry L. Van Marter, Presbyterian

News Service

Teenagers Charged
A teenager who attended Northminster

Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis,

Ind., is one of two suspects in custody for

the murder of the church’s pastor and his

wife in December 1996. Sean Rich, 16,

and Paul L. Brightman, 18, were arrested

in January and charged with the murder

of C. Frederick and Cleta Mathias.

A former member of the church’s

youth group. Rich had been in the Mathias

home the day before the murders helping

the pastor move carpet. Brightman told

reporters for a local newspaper that he

and Rich broke into the Mathias home

intending to rob it when they were

in Pastor's Murder
interrupted by the couple. Rich denies

both the murder and robbery allegations.

Northminster members gathered for

a prayer service the night of the arrests.

The church’s interim pastor, Ron Smith,

urged members to “strengthen one

another in faith” as more details of the

crime become public. “Remember,”

he said, “that Fred and Cleta are not

suffering now.”

The church issued a written statement

saying members intend to “pray that the

young men now under arrest will seek

peace and reconciliation with God.”

—

Alexa Smith, PNS

Teleconference to

Focus on

Christian Education

P resbyterians involved in

Christian education are invited

to gather at downlink sites

across the country for a two-

hour Educational Ministries

Teleconference April 25. The

teleconference, scheduled to

begin at 12:30 p.m. Eastern

Time, is being sponsored by

the Congregational Ministries

Division (CMD).

Participants in the event

will get a firsthand look at the

development of new curriculum

materials for the denomination.

The Covenant People

curriculum is scheduled for

publication in the year 2000.

“Presentation of the new

Presbyterian curriculum via

satellite teleconference is a

dynamic and visually exciting

way to create connectionalism

among Presbyterian leadership

throughout the nation,” says

Donna Blackstock, associate

director for Christian education.

The teleconference will

include information about new

leader-development resources;

updates on ministries with

older adults, men, youth,

young adults and various ethnic

groups; and previews of 1998

camps and conferences.

Contact your presbytery or

synod office for information

about downlink sites in your

area.

—

Information from Office

ofChurch & Public Relations
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Presbyterian Homes Rank High

Salary Maximum Hiked

To Fill Top Church Post

Search committee members

expect to announce a candidate

for the top staff position in the

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

—

executive director of the General

Assembly Council—before this

year’s General Assembly in

June. After spirited debate, the

GAC voted in February to raise

the maximum salary for the

position to more than $145,000.

Lynda Ardan, chair of the

search committee, said a top

salary may be needed to entice

the best candidate to accept the

job. But opponents argued that

such a salary is far out of line

with salaries paid to most

other church professionals

and violates churchwide

compensation guidelines.

The current median salary

for pastors in the PCUSA is

$36,000.—PNS

Volunteer Program to Be Continued

An enormously successful volunteer service program launched in 1994 will continue

as an ongoing ministry of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as a result of an action

by the General Assembly Council at its February meeting. The Volunteers in Shared

Ministry program was established as a temporary initiative of the denomination. It

has succeeded in placing short- and long-term volunteers, particularly young adults,

in mission projects across the United States and overseas, swelling the ranks of

Presbyterians in mission service to record levels.

For more information about the Volunteers in Shared Ministry program, call Kerry

Rice (U.S. volunteers coordinator) at (502) 569-5270 or Steve Earl (international

volunteers coordinator) at (502) 569-5269 .—PNS

Study of "Community"

Draws Strong Reaction

In response to a flurry of

criticism, the Presbyterian

Church’s Advisory Committee

on Social Witness Policy took

steps at its latest meeting to

ensure that its study of “Building

Community” produces a

policy paper that is “faithful

to the Christian faith and

consistent with the Reformed

tradition.”

Critics of “Building

Community Among Strangers,”

a study document prepared by

a task force of the Advisory

Committee, have charged that

the paper “sounds universalist,”

denies the “unique lordship

of Jesus Christ,” and “is

directly opposed to the Book

of Confessions.”

Negative responses have

outnumbered positive ones since

the document was released for

Five Presbyterian retirement communities

were rated among the top 20 in the nation in

a 1 997 survey by New Choices, a magazine

for senior adults. Making the top-20 list

were:

Presbyterian Homes, Evanston, 111.

Presbyterian Village, Austell, Ga.

Rogue Valley Manor, Medford, Ore.

Westminster-Canterbury, Richmond, Va.

Northern California Homes and Services:

The Sequoias, San Francisco

The Sequoias, Portola Valley

The Tamalpais, Greenbrae

The sixth annual survey rated the homes

in such areas as wellness promotion, value,

breadth of programming, staff quality,

attractiveness, and the ability to work with

managed health-care providers.

Currently there are 294 Presbyterian

retirement communities in the United States.

—Susan Higgins
On the top-20 list: Presbyterian Village in Austell, Ga.
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NewsWatch

churchwide study last May, says

Peter Sulyok, coordinator of the

Advisory Committee. But some

readers have praised the paper

for challenging them “to tolerate

and accept strangers’ traditions”

and “to love each other more as

equals.”

The study paper focuses on

efforts in six major cities to

“build human community in the

midst of the growing diversity

of American society.” The

document is available for study

and discussion until the end of

the year. Feedback from the study

will be incorporated into a policy

statement to be presented to the

1999 General Assembly.

At its January meeting the

Advisory Committee approved

a statement acknowledging the

“serious criticisms that have

been made of some of the

Biblical/theological images

used in the study paper.” The

committee also appointed

a subgroup to monitor

development of the final policy

paper.

—

Kristin Searfoss for PNS

APCE Honors Educator of the Year

R EU IVIarvin Simmers, a Presbyterian minister,

curriculum editor and longtime Christian

educator, has been named “Educator of the Year”

by the Association of Presbyterian Church

Educators (APCE).

“I don’t know ofmany jobs in the world that

you’d almost do for free ifyou could afford it, but

this is one of them,” Simmers says of his current

position—coordinator of pastor, educator and lay

leader support in the Presbyterian Church’s

Congregational Ministries Division. He has been

on the church’s national staff since 1977, when he

was hired as editor of adult Christian education

resources.

Speaking at the APCE annual convention in

Boston, Mass., in February, Simmers called for

strengthening the role of Christian educators,

both paid and volunteer, so that every

congregation might benefit from their expertise.

At the APCE business meeting members

approved steps designed to increase the

organization’s racial/ethnic membership. They

reappointed four racial/ethnic members to

g;
APCE’s governing cabinet for two-year terms.

^ They also asked the cabinet to prepare a plan for

I racial/ethnic representation on the cabinet to

present to the 1999 business meeting.

—

Julian

Shipp, PNS
Loves his job: Marvin Simmers

Presbyterian bishop: Lesslie

Newbigin in the 1960s

Ecumenical Giant

Dies at 88

Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, a

towering figure in the world

ecumenical movement,

died in January at age 88.

Ordained as a Presbyterian

minister by the Church of

'Scotland in 1936, he was

sent to work in India. After

helping establish the Church

of South India in 1947 he

was appointed a bishop by

the Indian church.

Newbigin was a delegate

50 years ago to the first

meeting of the World

Council of Churches and

later served as associate

general secretary of the

WCC. He wrote more than

200 books, including The

Gospel in a Pluralist Society,

published in 1987. At the

time of his death he was a

member of the United

Reformed Church in the

United Kingdom.

—

PNS
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Readers Write

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: COMMENT CRITICISM KUDOS

Men Too Suffer

Domestic Violence

I am dismayed because “Violence in

the Home” (January/February issue)

was all about women. It seems every

time there is an article about domestic

violence, it is always about women.

What about abused men? Maybe the

number of abused men is not as great

as women, but they still go through

heartache, pain and frustration just as

much as women do. I am witness to it

daily in my family. We are waiting for

the judge to decide who gets custody

of children, house, etc., my son or his

abusive wife. He’s been through “hell”

these past two years and has found it

extremely difficult to get help.

I urge the Advisory Committee on

Social Witness Policy to revise their

policy statement to include abused

men before they present it to the

Assembly. I also request that all

resource material and training

on domestic violence issues for

Presbyterians be revised.

—

Name
withheld by request

Editor’s note: The Advisory

Committee on Social Witness

Policy, through its task force on

“Healing Domestic Violence:

Nurturing a Responsive Church

Community,” is developing a

policy statement to submit to

the General Assembly in the year

2000. While recognizing that

women and children are the

victims of most domestic violence,

the task force will study domestic

violence in its full range of

relationships and report their

findings and recommendations.

Get the Right Advice

I commend your excellent and much-

needed article, “Violence in the

Home.” As faith (along with fear,

finances, fantasy and family) is one of

the strongest factors keeping women
(or men) in dangerous homes, it is

important, as you did, to provide

domestic violence survivors (victims)

a theological basis for their God-given

right—and responsibility—to move

to safety. As a pediatrician who has

worked all her career in the areas of

child abuse, I want to emphasize that

this responsibility is not only to the

survivor, but also to the children.

Domestic violence in the home is the

best predictor pediatricians have that

children will experience child abuse

—

and that these children will grow up to

be victims or perpetrators themselves.

However, your advice to “find . .

.

a therapist through a recommendation,

such as from a pastor” must be

tempered with the fact that a study of

5,000 Protestant pastors found that

one-fourth of them would always

recommend to victims to stay in a

marriage, regardless of the danger

(Battered Into Submission, by J. and P.

Alsdurf). But unless a pastor has

specific training in domestic violence

and safety issues, women/men
survivors should also consult shelters

or hot lines or skilled health

professionals—where they can be

referred to a pastor who can help

them use their faith to make sense

of the violence, and not just be

encouraged to stay underneath it.

—

Ginny Feldman, M.D., Portland, Ore.;

Chair, Kaiser Permanent Domestic

Violence Task Force (N.W. Region)

Help The Late-Deafened
Your “Outreach to Deaf People

Grows” article (“SpotLight,” January/

February issue) is greatly appreciated.

I am totally deaf now, but spent

45 years as a hearing person and

still think and feel like a hearing

person. Fortunately a counselor

for the deaf brought me to his

church, Hidenwood Presbyterian

in Newport News, Va. This

church has shown its ingenuity

and understanding of us late-

deafened by giving me a copy of

the sermon, copy of the anthem(s)

to be sung by the choir, the

prayers, announcements, etc., and

someone to sit with me and keep

me at the right place by pointing

to each word as it is said or sung!

I suggest more churches give

copies of the sermons to those

who can no longer hear even with

the enhancements of listening

devices. There are an estimated

".
. . and included in your Easter bulletin is a brief is

review ofwhat has happened since last Easter." o
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Plan a church fundraising event the whole family can

enjoy aboard DISNEY CRUISE LINES!

It’s the most magical wav to raise thousands of dollars for your church!

7-day WALT DISNEY WORLD" & Disney Cruise Line Vacation

We will guarantee you the lowest pricefor your cruise, and you will have the security ofknowing that you will be

dealing with Liberty Travel, a 47 year old company, which is the largest privately owned travel operation in the world.

With 1 98 offices and over one billion in annual sales, we guarantee you the best prices.

For More Information Call i/BEffryr/M!/££ 1-800-999-1921

Discover the

vitality of retiring just steps

from the water.

Those who
live at White
Sands are

active and
involved. Many
volunteer. Some love

theatre or music. Others

enjoy gardening. They all

are a part of the vitality at

White Sands.

Besides oceanfront views,

you can pursue lifelong

goals, because our staff

takes care of home
upkeep. As a continuing

care community, three

levels of health care are __
available, should you
ever need them. For more information, write or call

us at (800) 892-7817 or (619) 454-4201.

“Rated one of 10 ‘Cream of the Crop'

Retirement Communities”
Kiplinger 's Personal Finance Magazine

Mail to: 7450 Olivetas Ave., Lajolla, CA 92037

Name

Address

City State Zip_

Telephone ( )

Oumed and operated by Southern California Presbyterian Homes

DSS #372000641

PT

The White Sands
OF LaJolla

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout

the nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no

barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Readers Write

900,000 to 1,500,000 of us late-

deafened adults in the United States.

We are underserved because no one

really knows what to do with us. I

do not sign. I use Cued Speech (CS)

when I can get a transliterator. Most
of the time I try to get by with my
lipreading (lip-guessing) skills and

my TACTAID-7, which enhances the

tactile vibrations of sounds .—Frankie

W. Lange, Newport News, Va.

A Small Church Bears Witness
Kudos to Holly Lee Vecchio for her

article on Child S.H.A.R.E., an

interdenominational network in Los

Angeles County to rescue abused/

neglected children by finding loving

foster care and adoptions by

Christian people (January/February

issue). I feel there was a lesson of

encouragement for smaller churches

here that we need to emphasize.

The program started at Westwood

Presbyterian Church. Westwood is

not a megachurch but a medium-size

church that believes mission is the

heartjjf the church. For example, the

first child placed in foster care through

the program was placed with a

Westwood family in 1989.

Every year since the beginning of

the program a sizable amount has

been given through the annual

budget of Westwood Church,

supplemented by many individual

gifts from the congregation, making

them by far the largest contributor

of funds to keep the program going.

Every year since the inception of

the program Charles Orr, pastor of

Westwood Church, has served on

the Child S.H.A.R.E Board along

with two or three elders from that

congregation.

When congregations believe that

the life and purpose of the church is

to bear witness to God’s love, then
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regardless of size, members
constantly try to witness in deeds

—

as well as words—to their faith.

—

Genevieve Schroeder, Beaverton, Ore.

Faith-Challenging

I was so glad to see a positive review

of the TV show “Nothing Sacred”

(January/February “Critics Corner”).

When I read in the paper last fall

of the efforts by the Catholic Church

to stop the airing of the show, and

how two of the biggest sponsors of

the program had been persuaded to

drop their sponsorship, my curiosity

was aroused. I determined to watch

the program to see what the problem

was.

I have found it to be all you said it

was—thought-provoking story lines;

no easy solutions; true-to-life scenarios

and characters. I am delighted that it

has been moved to a different time

slot (9 p.m. Saturdays) where it does

not have to complete with a show

that attracted a large part of the

same audience I would expect to be

interested in “Nothing Sacred.”

I have wondered that our Protestant

churches have not protested the show

“Soul Man,” which to me trivializes

the ministry. I have only caught a

part of a couple of those programs

and would not waste my time on it.

I hope “Nothing Sacred” gains a

large audience in its new time slot

and that it continues to be thought-

provoking and faith-challenging.

—

Esther Tallent, Lakeland, Fla.

Two Protests

I protest your inclusion of the first

joke in the January/February

“LaughLines.” This joke’s targeting

and stereotyping of Baptists is an

embarrassment to our Presbyterian

commitment to the ecumenical

The Prostitute in the Family Tree

Discovering Humor and Irony in the Bible

Douglas Adams
Faper SI2.00

Adams demonstrates how readers can find

and understand the humor of the Bible. He
brings biblical characters to life, showing
them to be witty and wry, and points out the

irony of their lives, noting that even Jesus

had a prostitute in his family tree.

They Walked in the Spirit

Personal Faith and Social Action in America
Douglas M. Strong

Paper $ 1 5.00

Many believe that people must choose between

personal piety and public involvement in matters

of social justice. Here are compelling examples of

individuals who bridged those two paths and
practiced their personal faith in public ways.

God Never Forgets

Faith, Hope, and Alzheimer's

Disease

Donald K. McKim
Paper $12.00

This book brings faith and
hope, and offers confidence in

God's abiding presence to family

members and friends of those

facing Alzheimer's Disease.

WESTMINSTER
JOHN KNOX PRESS
100 Witherspoon Street

Louisville, K\' 40202-1396

At your bookstore, your
Cokesbury bookstore

or call toll-free (800) 227-2872
http://www.pcusa.org/ppc/

BecomeA Part ofthe

U.SA Mission Tfeam

Mission Volunteers in the U.SA

Summer Service—Serve throughout the summer at

various U.S. sites. Apphcation deadline, March 1.

Young Adult Interns—Serve one year at a Presbyterian

Church General Assembly entity; college graduate; 20-30 years

of age. Application deadline, March 1.

Long-term or Short-term Volunteers—Serve three months

to two years. Applications accepted throughout the year.

Visit us online to receive an apphcation and for more details.

Mission
Service
Recruitment

1 -800-779-6779

www.pcusa.org/msr
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

100 Witherspoon Street

Louisville, KY 40202-1396
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RABUN GAP
A great place to learn

H ere’s a school that offers young

men and women an excellent

college preparatory education. The
setting of the mountains of northern

Georgia is ideal for mastery of the suh-

ject matter, learning about our global

culture, meeting the challenges of

outdoor adventures, and becoming
friends with dedicated teachers.

• Academic Challenge in an extended dass

period includes Advanced Placement

• Small Classes in grades 7 to 12 enhance

individual attention and analytical skills

• College Counseling, personal advisors

• Diverse student body, boarding & day

• Covenant, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

• FamilyAtmosphere, ChristianValues

• Outdoor Adventures, Varsity Athletics

• Equestrian Team, Lacrosse Club

Call today for more information

D800G43-7467
Fax: 706T46-2594

RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE SCHOOL
Rt. 1 Box lAl, Rabun Gap, GA 30568

THE
COLUMBARIUM
IS A PLACE OF FINAL REST

Original Columbarium design with

sculptured Good Shepherd in bronze

Representative of many designs.

Start with as few as four (4) niches

and add as you grow. Send us

your ideas, we will develop photo
like sketches for your church at no
cost or obligation.

Free Kit of Information available

ARMENTO LITURGICAL ARTS
Box 39 BUFFALO NY 14217-0039

Phone 716/875-2423 Fax716/875-8011

E-Mail: Armento@aol.com

Readers Write

vision of Christ’s church in the world

and does not help us to all live

together peaceably.

Please think twice about including

jokes that identify a specific faith

community as the butt of the joke,

unless it is us.—Ed Katzenberger,

Albuquerque, N.M.

This “joke” is not only not funny, it’s

not appropriate in a (normally) fine

denominational publication like

Presbyterians Today. Coming as it does

at the beginning of the magazine, it

sets an unfortunate tone for the rest

of the issue. I’m embarrassed for you.

—Susanne Freeman, Los Gatos, Calif.

Dressing for Worship
Why not casual dress for worship?

(“Casual Dress Always Welcome,”

“SpotLight,” January/February issue).

We’re just going to gather to praise

our Father God, Creator of all, give

thanks for our lives and all the

wonders of creation that he has

provided, study his Word, and spend

a little time with other Christians.

Who cares how we look? Let’s just

put on the “slob clothes” we wear

when working in the yard so we won’t

have to bother changing when we get

home.

Some of us want to look better to

show respect in the house of God and

in his presence; also appreciation for

our minister who wears suit, tie and

robe. If he wore jogging clothes, I

would have to question how serious

he was and wonder what had

happened to his self-respect.

Our church services are not

formal, and we welcome everyone;

there is no dress code, but I can’t help

but wonder about the man who really

didn’t want to bother with a suit. For

what occasion is he saving his suit?

—

Anne Dougherty, Mobile, Ala.

A Unique Claim
In the January/February “Q&A”
column the first question asked

whether God’s mercy included people

of other religions and why sermons

did not address this issue.

Increasingly in America non-

Christians are among our friends

and neighbors and relatives.

Understanding God’s relationship

with these “outsiders,” James Ayers

says, can help us understand our own
faith. Often their lives show us that

many of our beliefs are not unique to

Christianity.

All religions seek to show us the

way to become reconciled or reunited

with God. Perhaps the one thing

unique to Christianity is its claim that

we have only to accept God’s gift of

reconciliation and unconditional

love, and it will be ours. For the

Christian, life transformation is the

result of truly accepting that gift. It is

noLa prerequisite. This is what I have

told my children, but we also need to

hear our church speak.— Vashanti

Rahaman, Rolla, Mo.

Worldwide Concern?
Trust Vernon Broyles to complicate

Christ’s message to “make disciples

of all nations” (Matthew 28:19)

(January/February “Church in

Society”). Where in the gospel does

it say we should be concerned about

the millions of people of other faiths,

except as part of an effort to win

them to Christ so they may be saved

from sin?

The worldwide Christian missions

that were so effective in improving

the education, health and general

well-being of people of other nations

had at their core the desire to bring

the face of Christ to the “heathen.”

—

Francis G. Morrison, Columbus, Ohio
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Difficult But Clear

In the January/February issue James

Ayers answers a question about the

mercy of God. “Mercy” is not a very

precise term, and it is difficult to

respond to such a difficult question

in a few short lines. But I believe

Ayers overstated his case and was not

in accord with our confessional

position on this subject.

If by mercy Ayers means the

extension of God’s saving grace to

those who do not have a faith in Jesus

Christ, I talce issue with his answer.

Our confessions spealc very clearly

about this: “Q. 60. Can they who have

never heard the gospel, and so know
not Jesus Christ nor believe in him,

be saved by their living according to

the light of nature?

“A. They . . . cannot be saved, be

they [ever] so diligent to frame their

lives according to the light of nature,

or the laws of that religion which they

profess; neither is there salvation in

any other, but in Christ alone, who is

the Savior only of his body the

church” (Larger Catechism).

I know this answer isn’t very

“politically correct” these days, and

I think we are far better off loving

people into a new relationship with

Jesus Christ than proclaiming them

to be lost. Even so, our theology in a

confessional church ought to

conform to our confessions. They

couldn’t be clearer here, even if their

message is difficult to hear.

—

Al

Sandalow, Battle Creek, Mich.

Because of space limitations not all of the

letters received can be published. Letters may

be edited for length or clarity (preferred length:

1 50 words or less). Unsigned letters will not be

published, but a writer's name will be withheld

upon request. Send to: Readers Write,

Presbyterians Today, 100 Witherspoon St.,

Louisville, KY 40202, Internet address:

today@pcusa.org or PresbyNet in-box: today.

Academic Program in the Art of

Spiritual
Direction

A seminary program to prepare men and women to be

Spiritual Directors, particularly within Reformed contexts.

• 24 Seminary Credits

• D.Min., M.Div., mats, or Academic

Certificate options

• Locations: San Francisco Theological Seminary,

San Ansemo, California—January, 1999

Gettysburg, PA—June, 1999

Currently in its sixth year, this program is part of San Francisco

Theological Seminary’s Program in Christian Spirituality.

For applications and information, please write or call Carole T. Allen.

Other 1998 Spirituality Program Offerings Include:

Seminars:

May 10-15, “Spiritual Discernment Through Dreaming,” an in-depth

seminar for Spiritual Directors led by Kelly Bulkeley, Ph.D., at SETS.

Companions on the Inner Way Conferences with Howard Rice:

May 17-22, “Keeping Body and Soul Together,” Sierra Madre, CA.

August 23-28, “Celtic Spirituality: Recovering Our Spiritual Roots,”

Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe, NV.

For applications to the above programs, please write or call

Ann Pope, (415) 258-6583.

San Francisco
Theological Seminary
Presbyterian Church (USA

)

2 Kensington Rd, San Anselmo, CA 94960 Tel: (415) 258-6538 Internet: www.sfts.edu
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Classified AdsQ&A
James Ayers

Send your questions to: Rev. James Ayers, South Frankfort

Presbyterian Church, Third and Steele St., Frankfort, KY

40601; PresbyNet inbox: James Ayers; or Internet address:

JAMES_AYERS@pcusa.org

Many denominations

serve Communion at

every worship service.

Why is it not always

offered in the

Presbyterian Church?

A
The Christian

heritage sets Word
and sacrament in the

highest place as the

means by which our

faith is nurtured. Yet

people have often

hesitated about frequent

Communion. In the

fourth century many

Christians would come

to church, sing the

psalms, listen to the

sermon, and then

leave just before the

sacrament. By the late

Middle Ages this had

become so common that

canon law was changed

to mandate that

people had to receive

Communion at least

annually. In the

Reformation and

Puritan periods an

annual Communion, at

Easter, was the pattern

in many churches.

There are two

common reasons for this

hesitation. Some people

fear Communion will

lose its meaningfulness

if it takes place too often.

But the testimony of

Christians who receive

the Sacrament every

week is that this is a

most significant part of

their spiritual life.

Some people perceive

Communion as too holy;

they fear they will eat

and drink condemnation

on themselves ( 1 Cor. 1 1

:

27-29). The correct

response is to draw near

as a repentant sinner,

rather than staying away

in guilt.

Is there a separate

ordination for elders

and deacons? The

questions they answer

are not all the same.

If you are ordained as

one, would you also be

ordained at a later date

if elected to the other

office?

A
All officers, elders,

deacons and

ministers must answer

nine questions when

they are ordained, and

on every occasion when

they are installed in a

position for which they

already hold ordination

(as when a minister

moves to another

church, or when an elder

or deacon is re-elected

to the same board).

If persons previously

ordained to one office

are elected to a new

office, they need to be

ordained to the new

office.

The first eight

questions are identical

for elders and deacons,

as well as for ministers.

But it is not necessary to

ask the deacons all nine

questions, and then ask

the elders nine questions.

Both groups can be

asked the first eight

questions, and then each

group can be asked their

ninth question.

What ever happened

with Joseph, husband

of Mary? Is there any

apocrypha about his life?

A
Although there

are several later

references to Joseph

(Matt. 13:55, Luke 4:22),

he does not appear

outside the infancy

narratives (Matt. 1-2,

Luke 1-2).

Various tales are

recorded in texts from

150 A.D. and later,

including The Coptic

History ofJoseph the

Carpenter, which show

him as an older widower

with six children. Ninth-

century martyrologies

list the date of his death

as March 19, later

established as the Feast

of St. Joseph.

Rates for classified ads: $12 per line (approxi-

mately 40 characters in each line, including
spaces and punctuation); for Presbyterian in-

stitutions, $7 per line. The deadline for classi-

fied ads is approximately six weeks before an
issue date. Call (502) 569-5637.

CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST
Immediate opening for choir director and or-

ganist who can accompany choir and play the

piano, and is also literate in bells. Lely Presbyte-

rian Church, Naples, Fla.; tel. (941) 774-6151.

GROW A CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. 430-
member PCUSA church in So. Mississippi

seeks an enthusiastic leader to lead existing

youth groups and develop children’s ministry

(including music). J. J. Whit Memorial Presby-

terian Church, P.O. Box 774, McComb, MS
39648; tel. (601) 684-4189; fax (601) 684-4199.

SOLO PASTOR
Which will delight you more, waking up to a

beautiful lakeside setting midway between At-

lanta and the lovely North Georgia mountains,
or interacting with your warm, caring congre-

gation? We are looking for a solo pastor to

journey with our 200-1- member congregation

in a life that we love. Join us as we reach out to

our community in Christian fellowship and
grow with us as we thoughtfully care for our
neighbors, near and far. If you have a Master
of Divinity and experience as a solo or associate

pastor and wish to share the love of Christ with

us, send PIF to: Dave Richardson, PNC Chair,

5750 Oak Drive, Cumming, GA 30040-9102.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
^ WEKIVA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Growth-oriented 1,000-member congregation in

central Florida seeks associate pastor for mem-
ber care. Our new associate pastor will be able

to relate well to teens and young adults as well

as people of all ages. We are seeking someone
who is enthusiastic and stimulating in preaching

God’s Word to share responsibility in worship

leadership. Responsibilities include youth min-
istry, congregational nurture, mission crisis

care, and mentoring our diaconate. Send PIF

(or resume) to: APNC Chair, Robert Samson,
P. O. Box 916549, Longwood, FL 32791-6549.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
PASTORAL CARE

First Presbyterian Church of West Chester,

Pa., a vibrant, growing church of 2,000-1-

members in the suburban Philadelphia area

is seeking an associate for pastoral care.

Join a multi-talented ministerial staff and
an active, involved congregation with a 60-

member Board of Deacons, an active

Stephen Ministry program, and many oth-

er active, care-giving groups within the

pastoral care ministry. West Chester is a

300-year-old town located in one of the

fastest-growing counties in Pennsylvania.

Send your PIF to: PNC, First Presbyterian

Church of West Chester, 130 W. Miner
St., West Chester, PA 19380 or e-mail to:

pjparker @internetMCI.com
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DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.
Northminster Presbyterian Church in Cincin-

nati, Ohio, a congregation of 1,000 members,
is seeking a D.C.E. Guided by our deep love in

God, we are searching for someone who is en-

thusiastic, creative and energetic in sharing

God’s Word. Desirable qualifications include

training and experience in education along

with strong mentoring skills. This committed
Christian would reflect the love of Christ

through educational ministries. Principal re-

sponsibilities include the organization and su-

pervision of the recruiting and training of vol-

unteers for Sunday school, summer ministries,

and other Christian education programs, and
the coordinator of children and family pro-

grams with other ministries of the church. If

you feel called to this challenging and spiritu-

ally rewarding position, please send resume
and references to: Northminster Presbyterian

Church, Att: D.C.E. Search Team, 703 Comp-
ton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231.

PASTOR/CLERGY COUPLE
Exciting opportunity in pleasant distant sub-

urban Chicago area. Presbytery-sponsored
friendly, caring church established in 1959 seek-

ing an innovative and vigorous pastor (solo or

clergy couple) to replace recent happy retire-

ment. Active mid-sized congregation open to

dynamic leadership and new ideas. Will need
commitment to member recruitment, lay lead-

er development, and new youth programs. Ex-

cellent building and grounds, traditional wor-
ship, diversified community, mature congrega-

tion. Desire excellence in preaching and lead-

ing of corporate worship. Will require good ad-

ministrative and communications skills. Should
be capable of inspiring, designing and revital-

izing programs for evangelism, stewardship,

congregational commitment, member spiritual

development, and both adult and youth edu-

cation. Send PIE to: Calvary United Protestant

Church, Attn: PNC Committee, North Or-
chard at Lincoln Highway, Park Forest, IL

60471; tel. (708) 748-6261.

WANTED: FAMILIES to adopt orphans from
China. If you are interested in adopting a child,

contact Esther Wei Haines, 183 W Main St.,

Stony Point, NY 10980; tel. (914) 786-5149.

PRESBYTERIAN CAMPUS MINISTER at

North Carolina Central University, Durham,
N.C. A predominantly African American uni-

versity of 5,500 students. A full-time call within

the bounds of New Hope Presbytery. Send PIFs

by March 31, 1998, to: Covenant Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.), c/o Rev. Jimmie R. Hawkins,
NCCU Campus Ministry Search Committee,
1306 Lincoln St., Durham NC 27701; tel. (919)

682-1484; fax: (919) 682-1484 (please call first).

ASSOCIATE PASTOR/YOUTH MINISTRY.
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Rosa is look-

ing for a youth pastor whose lifestyle and Bib-

lical, Christ-centered teaching is relevant to ju-

nior and senior high youth. Must demonstrate
a contagious enthusiasm for Christ’s love, which
will inspire our youth and those in our commu-
nity. Our 800-member congregation and 80 ac-

tive youth participants look forward to contin-

ued growth under your leadership. Please send
your PIF to: APNC, Attn: Carl Vanden Huevel,
1550 Pacific Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 95404.

G4RLIN
TRNEL

SERMICE
Proudly presents our

1 998-99
TOUR

PROGRAM

Specialists in Clergy Hosted Group Travel

PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE TOUR.
See the United Kingdom: England & Scotland. 2 lov’ely weeks.

EOOTSTEPS of ST. PAUL. 14 day tour of Greece and Turkey.
Includes a luxurious 3 day cruise of the Greek Islands stopping at

Patmos, Kusadasi (Port for Ephesus) and Rhodes.

SCANDINAVIAN SMORGASBORD. 14 day tour of the majestic

fjords, Stockholm, Oslo, Copenhagen, Lillehammer, and more.

REFORMATION ivith the GOLDEN CAPITALS. Budapesf, Vienna,

Prague, Berlin, Rhine craise & visifs fo other special German cities. 15 days.

ENCHANTED ITALY and SWITZERLAND. The Vatican, Rome,
Venetian Canals, Renaissance Florence, Pompeii and beautiful Lake
Maggiore. 2 glorious weeks.

THE REFORMATION. Visit Berlin, Eisleben, Leipzig, Nuremberg,
Wittenberg, Frankfurt, and more. 9 days.

TURKEY and the SEVEN CHURCHES o/ REVELATION. An in-depth

2 week tour of mystical, magical Turkey.

SPLENDORS o/ SPAIN. 2 week tour highlighted by visits to Madrid,
Seville, Granada, Cordoba, & much more!

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE—10 day biblical pilgrimage includes

Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth and the Galilee. With an optional

extension to Eg\/pt or Jordan.

For groups with special requests:

Customized Itineraries Available

All tours are fully escorted and include:

* Round Trip Airfare on Scheduled Airlines

* Comprehensive Sight-seeing Professional

Tour Escort First Class Hotels Breakfast &
Dinner Daily Many Other Special Features!

OBERAMMERGAU 2000
The PASSION PLAY will take place again in the year

2000. Choose from 10 wonderful itineraries.

We guarantee a passion play ticket for every

tour participant. Call NOW to be included on our

mailing list for a brochure.

Please Note: An early sell-out is expected!

CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR FREE, DETAILED BROCHURE.

G4RUNTRNELSa?\IICE
The Pavilion-Garden Level 261 Old York Road

PO Box 1096 Jenkintown, PA 19046
Toll Free: 888-533-TRIP 215-517-2100

AmACTIVE INCENTIVES FOP QUALIFIED TOUR HOSTS. GROUP INQUIRIES INVITEDI

*p£n^ 'puCt-^cme
from the Presbyterian Church

in Canada in over fifty years!

“Don’t miss the opportunity to allow

Larry Brice’s ministry to significantly

benefit families and individuals in your

church and community.

Larry is committed to communicating

the life-changing Good News of Jesus

Christ with authenticity, relevance,

clarity and appeal.”

{Ftev. Dr. TV. Thomas, President of the

Fellowship of Canadian Evangelists)

“Larry’s preaching on national television

for one week was very well received by

our viewers. Several thousand calls on

the telephone testify to this.”

(David Mainse,

Host of 100 Huntley Street)

Dr. Larry Brice

Reachout Ministries

Dr. Larry Brice

Ministries

Port Roivan, Ontario,
Canada NOE IMO
(519) 586-7571

“Larry has the infectious gift of the Spirit

that God uses to touch needy and hungering hearts.”

(Rev. Linda Brown, minister. The Presbyterian Church in Canada)

Join us in for an exciting Bible Study Tour of Israel, Egypt & Greece

Nov 7-17, 1998 or Mar 13-23, 1999 for $2900 (US) from N.Y. all inclusive,

1/2 board. Contact us for our attractive brochure.
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Classified Ads, continued

SOLO PASTOR. Calvin Presbyterian Church
in Cumberland, R.I., is seeking an individual

to be our guiding, supporting and loving min-
ister. We are a conservative congregation of

260 members who value highly the proclama-

tion of the Word and believe the Bible is the

infallible Word of God. We seek a minister

who will nurture and challenge us to expand
our commitment to Christ. The successful

candidate will possess strong values and skills

in evangelism, member care, outreach, and also

provide us with inspirational sermons. If you
are looking for a warm and loving congrega-

tion to share your joys and challenges, let us
j

hear from you. Minimum 5 years experience
|

necessary. Our church serves communities in

northern Rhode Island and southern Massa-

chusetts in a beautiful suburban setting. Send
i

inquiries to: Paul Carroll, PNC Chairman, 1

5 Dario Drive, Lincoln, RI 02865.
1

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHERS
Kobe Jogakuin in Nishinomiya, Japan

2-year contract beg. April 1, 1999. B.A. English,

TESOL, cert, desirable, active in Protestant

church, eligible for mission appt. Send letter

and resume to: Mrs. Kaoru Sugiura, Kobe
College Corporation, 1150 Wilmette Ave,

Suite D, Wilmette, IL 60091-2642. Applica-

tions accepted through 5/31/98.

WE ARE SEEKING AN ASSOCIATE PASTOR
to serve a vibrant, growing downtown congre-

gation that draws its 600-1- members from
throughout the metropolitan area. Immanuel
Presbyterian Church in Milwaukee builds its

life and ministry around worship, education

and mission. The 1997 Presbyterians Today
Advent calendar, “Faces Around the Manger,”

reflects the faith and creativity of this congre-

gation. We value traditional worship, inclusive

community, collegial ministry. Responsibilities

include local mission, membership develop-

ment, pastoral care; sharing educational min-
istry with pastor, preaching regularly. 3-5

years experience preferred. Send PIF to: Victor

Plantinga, 2375 N. 86th St., Wauwatosa, WI
53226; tel. (414) 259-1652 or e-mail Steve

Swigart, futfranaol.com

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER
PRESBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA

Our presbytery is located in central and east-

ern Kentucky, including 99 churches in 56

counties. Our mission is “to be a family of

churches wherein all congregations are helping

each congregation to be the best Presbyterian

church it can be by calling people to faith and
service in the name of Jesus Christ.” We seek a

person to provide leadership, vision and en-

thusiasm to enable and to encourage our mis-
1

sion and ministry. Send your Personal Infor- I

mation Form or resume by April 15 to: Fran

James, Clerk, 2255 Clear Creek Pike, Nicholas-

ville, KY 40356.

ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER. The
Presbytery of Florida is seeking a charismatic,

innovative pastor, elder or Christian educator

who is currently enjoying a successful ministry

and would consider a position as associate exec-

utive presbyter. The skills that led to congrega-

tion-level success—strong sense of faith, excep-

tional leadership skills, tremendous sense of

humor, ability to teach and motivate others and
guide their efforts, and passion for the work of

the church—will be needed, as will interest in

presbytery-level administration. If you are in-

terested in working in a small presbytery (46

churches) and living in a Gulf Coast resort city,

and have 5 years congregational experience,

send a PIF before May 1, 1998, to: Presbytery

of Florida, AEP Search Committee, 848 Jenks

Ave., Panama City, FL 32401-2532. AA/EEO.

SOLO PASTOR. First Presbyterian Church of

Kansas City, Kansas, a diverse 212-member
church located in a pleasant urban residential

setting in an “All-American” Midwestern city,

is searching for an ordained Presbyterian pas-

tor with the ability to coordinate Scripture,

prayer, music and sermon to inspire good hu-

mor, peace and joy about living our lives as

Christ would have us live them. We seek a pas-

tor who with our Christian education director,

music director and volunteer staff can initiate,

plan and lead programs that teach the gospel

and train members to be leaders who nurture

and refresh spiritual development in others.

We seek a pastor who is committed to growing

j

in his or her faith and who is committed to

help us grow in ours. We look for a pastor who
can know and be comfortable with our chil-

dren, who seeks to become fully one of us

—

one who is able to deeply love and be loved.

We are a caring community of believers who
embrace our calling to become more multicul-

tural and multiracial in order to better reflect

both our surrounding community and the mar-

velous diversity of the Kingdom of God. Send

PIF to: PNC, First Presbyterian Cburcb, 4000

Victory Drive, Kansas City, KS 66102, Attn.:

Dr. Thomas Jones, Cbair.

PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF
The 500-plus members of the Lake City, Flori-

da, First Presbyterian Church seek a spiritually

committed, energized leader to guide us into

the next century as we honor our mission:

Glorify God—Share the Light of Christ. Lake

City lies at the junction of I- 10 and 1-75 in

north central Florida and proudly enjoys a re-

laxed Florida lifestyle amidst a rapidly growing

population and economy. Candidates are ex-

pected to demonstrate excellent Scriptural-

based preaching skills coupled with good hu-

man relations expertise, along with problem-

solving and management acumen. A keen

sense of humor along with a caring pastoral

commitment is desirable. A minimum of 58

years experience as head of staff is desirable.

Interested? Send PIF to: PNC, c/o Ron Worley,

585 W. Duval St., Lake City, Florida 32055.

MANUSCRIPTS WANTED, ALL TYPES.
Publisher with 75-year tradition. “Author’s

Guide to Subsidy Publishing.” 1-800-695-9599.

TRAVELPLEX WITHERSPOON. Call 1-800-

325-2565, or in Louisville 452-2181, to make

1
your travel arrangements by air, land, sea, rail.

iFirst ^resbotcrian

®lb ^tnne (!ll|'urcl|

spmfua/heacet) of
G/eve/attd seehs apmdwjf

/uf/jffe lead fde xmp

wfe fde twxfcenfurtp

f^fone (ywrc/t is searchingfor the strong,

inspirational, compassionate communicator who is

ready to accept the unique and challenging opportunity

to serve as Pastor and Head of Staff of the "church in

the heart of the city with the city at its heart."

,Pl'fitul/l/ standing on the same site where it was

founded in 1820, Old Stone Church is^considered a spiritual leader of Northeast

Ohio, with a thriving congregation of over 400 representing neighborhoodsfrom the

rejuvenated inner city to the richly diverse suburbs. The beautiful sanctuary is a

showcase for our history and tradition, and is included as a must-see landmark on

city tours. The music program reflects the dignity and grace of Old Stone, and is an

integral part of our mission to serve our congregation and our community, which

look to us to keep pace with the exciting renaissance of Cleveland.

have all the blessings of an "ultimate neighborhood church" except one: we

lack the Pastor to lead us into the 21st Century. We offer an opportunity ofa lifetime

and compensation that is substantial and appropriate to the challenge. Ifyou have a

minimum of 10 years experience as Pastor, possess a doctoral degree, and can show

that you are the enthusiastic team leader who can confidently keep us united in faith

as we meet the challenges of our times, we want to hearfrom you right now!

Please direct inquiries to: Old Stone Church

att: Pastor Nominating Committee

91 Public Square

Cleveland, OH 44113
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PART-TIME PASTOR
Elk Hills Presbyterian Church is seeking a pas-

tor. Hours are negotiable and may vary from
half-time to full-time. Elk Hills is a warm and

I

loving church located five miles from Charles-

town, West Virginia. Average attendance for

Sunday worship is approximately 65. Ideal sit-

uation for pastor seeking semi-retirement or

pastor with other employment interests. Send

PIE to: David Schwirian, Chair, PNC, 502
Crestwood Road, Charlestown,WV 25302.

WANTED: MISSION VOLUNTEERS FOR SER- 1

VICE IN SMALL MEMBERSHIP CHURCHES
(200 members or less) AND CAMP/CON-
FERENCE CENTER. Camp Calvin Crest, Fre-

mont, Neb., seeks a Camp Health Supervisor/

Nurse for summer 1998 and/or 1999. Other
volunteer opportunities in Homestead Pres-

bytery for individuals, couples or groups for

one week to one year include but not limited

to: ministry with youth or older adults ~ coordi-

nating a vacation church school ~ preaching
~ teaching English as a second language ~ paint-

ing a church ~ other work opportunities at the

camp, etc. For more information and applica-

tion form contact: Mission and Stewardship

Committee, Homestead Presbytery, 840 S.

1 7th St., Lincoln, NE 68508-34 1 1

.

DISNEYWORLD VACATION VILLA. Deluxe

2 BR-2 BA sleeps 6. Full kitchen, w/d, pool,

tennis. $90/night. (941) 427-0195.

PASTOR
A South Louisiana Presbyterian church seeks

an energetic individual to help us bring the

Good News to our community. Baton Rouge is

home of the state capital and two major uni-

versities. The area is rich in culture, known as

a “sportsman’s paradise,” has numerous athletic

events, a great symphony, theatrical companies,

and the best cuisine in the U.S. Covenant, a

young church with a $80M budget, has a vi-

sion of becoming larger and more vigorous.

We need a minister who shares our vision, has

a passion for evangelism, skills to assimilate

new members, and the capability to guide a

growing church with limited resources and a

part-time staff. Please send PIF and references

to: Dwyer Broussard, Covenant Presbyterian

Church, 8025 Antioch Road, Baton Rouge, LA
70817-6402.

OUR NATION’S OLDEST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WITH
A CONTINUOUS MINISTRY . .

.

Is seeking a minister with a minimum of

eight years experience.

Qualified applicants should provide:

Spiritual growth and development of
the congregation

Strong, compassionate leadership

Dynamic Scripture-based worship

Multigenerational program
development

To a congregation of 300 members, located

on the east end of Long Island. A historical

maritime community consisting of beaches,

vineyards and farmlands.

Please send resumes or PIFs to:

First Presbyterian Church of Southold
PNC, Box 1353, Southold, NY 11971

D.C.E. Full time. 390-member, center-city

church. Full program. Experience and training

as D.C.E. Some youth work. Creative, out-

going, self-starter. Volunteer development and
training. West-central Pennsylvania city of

35,000. Fine facilities, volunteers and staff to

work with. Resumes: First Presbyterian
Church, 125 N. Jefferson St., New Castle, PA
16101 or e-mail: firstpresby@pathway.net

ASSOCIATE PASTOR. Fairfax Presbyterian

Church, with an 865-member faith family in a

suburb of Washington, D.C., seeks an energetic

and innovative associate pastor with up to two

years experience to expand our Youth and
Young Family Ministries and to further devel-

op and lead contemporary worship experi-

ences. The successful candidate will be a cre-

ative leader with a contagious faith who can

enlarge our volunteer base, initiate new pro-

grams and enhance existing ones, and play a

key role in leading us into the 21st century.

The associate will participate in weekly wor-
ship services and preach approximately once a

month. If you have a commitment to a min-
istry dedicated to youth and young adults, let

us hear from you. For more information,
e-mail: flokay@citizen.infi.net or send PIF to:

Fairfax Presbyterian Church, Attn: APNC,
10723 Main St., Fairfax, VA 22030.

WRITERS. Fairway Press is accepting man-
uscripts for publication. Call for submission

guidelines, and ask about our print-on-demand

services. Billy Gladwell, (419) 227-1818.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OR CHRISTIAN
EDUCATOR/YOUTH AND EDUCATION

Vibrant, growing, healthy, fiscally sound, fam-

ily-oriented congregation of 500-1- seeks an en-

thusiastic associate pastor or Christian educa-

tor to direct and oversee educational ministries

(children, youth, adult) and youth groups.

Broadway Presbyterian Church, leader in the

local community and presbytery, has striven to

carry out its mission with energy, intelligence,

imagination and love. The church located in

Sedalia, Missouri (90 miles east of Kansas
City), is a cooperative, lively and generous flock

of Christians hungry for new adventures in the

faith. Interested candidates must embody a dy-

namic faith and a passion for doing ministry; be

flexible and responsive to the needs of a diverse

congregation; exhibit a collegial leadership style;

display the ability to envision, implement and
lead new programs; and possess a hearty sense

of humor. For further information contact:

Dr. Jim Fowler at (660) 827-6379; e-mail,

jfowler@Uand.net Please submit PIF to: Search

Committee, Broadway Presbyterian Church,
209 W. Broadway Blvd., Sedalia, MO 65301.

DEDICATED CHRISTIAN HOUSEPARENTS
NEEDED. A tough but rewarding job. Thorn-
well Home & School for Children, Clinton,

S.C. Interested in qualified live-in housepar-

ents (single or couples) with no dependents.

Benefits: salary, living expenses, medical and
life insurance, retirement plan, and a generous

vacation package (spring break, two weeks at

Christmas, and four weeks during summer).
EEO. M/F/V/D. Interested individuals should

contact: Bill McAllister, V. P. of Human Re-

sources, Thornwell Home 8c School for ChU-
dren, P.O. Box 60, Clinton, SC 29325.

Jesus said,

"Lo, I am with you
always..."

This soft sculptured doll

is a visual reminder of

Jesus' presence for:

• teachers & children in

educational ministries

• counseling centers,

nursing homes,
Alzheimer's residences

• grandparents telling stories to children

• persons in therapeutic hospitals

Actual size: 25"

Huggable, interactive, loving!

The Jesus Doll™

$59.95 plus $4.00 shipping
Shipped within 48 hours

Toll Free 1-888-683-7074

Personal checks, VISA, MasterCard

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
NEW MISSION MINISTRIES

The First Presbyterian Church of Warren,
Ohio, a downtown church of 473 members,
offers an associate position to an individual or

clergy couple with a preference for 2-5 years

experience in ministry as a second career. This

individual/couple is to assist in identifying

mission opportunities in the community and
to enable the laity to lead/serve their missions.

The position will require blending theological

training with organizational development
skills including: problem recognition, planning

solutions, training, implementing, and evalu-

ating results. Conflict management and sensi-

tivity training skills are also desired. Please

submit PIF to: Ray B. Rubrake Jr., Chair,

APNC, First Presbyterian Church, 256 Ma-
honing Ave. N.W., Warren, OH 44483.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Central Presbyterian Church is a thriving,

nurturing and developing community of faith

in suburban New Jersey. Our collegial pastoral

team, musical activities and youth programs
have attracted many young families and chil-

dren to our church of 1,200 members. We are

seeking an associate pastor for Christian edu-

cation to support our excellent children’s pro-

grams and to lead our children and families

into the 21st century. An inherent interest and
love of Christ’s children and the ability to work
with our pastoral staff and lay leaders are es-

sential. Demonstrated management and admin-
istrative experience and the skills to guide a large

and dedicated group of volunteers are key re-

quirements. In addition to leading our Chris-

tian education programs, additional responsi-

bilities will include participating in mission

work, pastoral care and worship services. The
ideal candidate will find Central Presbyterian

Church an enriching and rewarding place. For-

ward resumes to: Roldah N. Cameron, Pastor

Nominating Committee, Central Presbyterian

Church, 70 Maple St., Summit, NJ 07901

.

DIABETICS WITH MEDICARE OR INSURANCE

Get diabetic supplies free. (Insulin depen-

dent only.) Call 1-800-337-4144.
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Classified Ads

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Looking for a change and want to work in a

viable congregation doing ministerial stuff?

Check out Oak Grove Presbyterian Church of

Bloomington, Minnesota, a third-tier suburb
of Minneapolis, for an associate pastor posi-

tion in a two-pastor, education director staff

We are looking for a generalist with skills as a

gifted spiritual leader, a strong guide and sup-

porter of educational ministries and evange-

lism, and an effective catalyst for congrega-

tional fellowship and communications to serve

our congregation of 850-1- members. Oak Grove
was established 140 years ago by a missionary

to the Dakota Indians. The church conducts
traditional worship services with a strong music

component including a vibrant and talented

choir. Applicants should have two to five years

experience in lay leadership development; edu-

cational ministries, focusing on young to middle
adult members; new member recruitment and
assimilation; mission and program interpreta-

tion; assisting with pastoral care including crisis,

marriage and family counseling; and assisting

the pastor/head of staff in worship leadership

including preaching approximately 33% of the

time. Send PIF to: APNC Chair, Donald Back-

strom, Oak Grove Presbyterian Church, 2200
W. Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN
55431.

SENIOR PASTOR/HEAD OE STAFF
First Presbyterian Church of River Forest, Illi-

nois, located in an affluent Chicago suburb,

seeks a dynamic preacher, vibrant leader, able

administrator, and loving shepherd with a heart

for evangelism. We are a church blessed with

many resources. Worship, small groups, and
evangelism are key priorities. Minimum 5 years

experience. Attractive compensation package.

Manse available. Send PIF to: Nancy Nicholas,

619 Monroe Ave., River Forest, IL 60305.

PASTOR
Epperson Presbyterian Church in the southeast

Tennessee mountains near the Smokies and
Ocoee River is seeking a conservative, Bible-

preaching, family person who seeks a rural

community church. Our church family of 130

has a sanctuary, classrooms, fellowship hall

and manse that are used in a variety of min-
istries. Send PIF to: Mitchel Witt (clerk), 319

Cannon Ridge Road, TeUico Plains, TN 37385.

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER
The Presbytery of West Virginia is seeking

an experienced executive presbyter to join

with 150 churches in ministry in this beau-

tiful area. This minister or elder will facili-

tate, challenge and encourage ministry and
will administer the work of the presbytery

with the help of an able staff and willing

volunteers. We seek a person of vision, or-

ganizational ability and a pastor’s heart.

Congregational renewal and small church

relations are an integral part of this position.

AA/EEO. Send PIF or resume by June 15,

1998, to:

Executive Presbyter Search Committee
3818 Venable Avenue, S.E.

Charleston, WV 25304

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR PROGRAM AD-
MINISTRATION AND ADULT MINISTRIES.
Idlewild Presbyterian Church, a 1,500-member
urban church in Memphis, Tenn., drawing
members from a wide radius, seeks a program
administrator to work with an experienced
professional staff to coordinate all programs of
our church (including adult, youth and chil-

dren’s ministries, recreation, music, outreach,

kindergarten, and day care). This person also

will teach adults and provide curriculum re-

sourcing and leadership for all aspects of adult

ministries (including adult Christian educa-
tion). Candidates should have an M.Div. degree

or equivalent, be ordained in the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.), and have at least 10 years’ ex-

perience as an employee of the church with a

significant number of those years in pastoral

ministry. Please submit PIF to: Anne Fisher,

Chair, PNC, Idlewild Presbyterian Church,
1750 Union Ave., Memphis, TN 38104.

PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF. Broadmoor Pres-

byterian Church, Baton Rouge, La., is a diverse

congregation of 572 members. BPC is seeking

guidance to serve our Lord into the next mil-

lennium. We are searching for an experienced

(8 years or more) leader/partner with dynamic
presence in the pulpit, skills in evangelism and
stewardship commitment. PIF to: Nedra Zart-

man, 934 Heather Drive, Baton Route, LA
70815; tel. (504) 272-1680. Visit our Web site:

http://www.intersurf.com/~bpresby

COLONIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9500 WORNALL ROAD
KANSAS CITY, MO 641 14

A growing 2,000-member family church with

a variety of worship styles in multiple loca-

tions is seeking a full-time MINISTER OF
MUSIC AND WORSHIP. The ideal candidate

will be committed to serving Jesus Christ and
the church and will possess a proven record in

developing and building a multi-faceted,

dynamic music program. Applicants should

be experienced in directing choirs for adult,

youth and children as well as handbell ringers,

instrumentalists and ensembles. They should

also have proven administrative and manage-
ment skills. Send resume and salary require-

ments by May 31, 1998.

PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF
First Presbyterian Church of York, Pennsylva-

nia, is looking for a senior pastor/head of staff

to shepherd a large congregation of 1,500 mem-
bers. York (a community with a population of

about 200,000) is nestled in the rolling hills of

south central Pennsylvania with small-town

charm and 90-minute access to Washington,

D.C., Baltimore, Harrisburg and Philadelphia.

FPC has a historic past (dating back to 1793)

and a bright vision of the future. Located in

downtown York, FPC serves a diverse congrega-

tion. Members are united through Christ and
are centered on education and growth for both

families and individuals. The successful candi-

date will be able to provide emphasis and lead-

ership in the following areas: proclamation of

the Word, spiritual development of members,
administrative leadership, corporate worship,

evangelism, and local community mission.

Contact: First Presbyterian Church of York,

Attn: PNC, 225 E. Market St., York, PA 17403;

tel. (717) 843-8041; e-mail: fpc@fei-york.com

Response deadline: June 1, 1998.

SPEND MORE TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY!
Train at home to work at home as a medical
transcriptionist. Home study program. Free

info. 1-800-411-7073, ext. PTll.

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR. Northminster
Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati, Ohio,
plans to employ an administrator to manage
its operational and financial activities. The
new position requires a strong financial back-
ground, experience with computers and infor-

mation systems, facilities management and
communications. For consideration, submit
resume to: Northminster Presbyterian
Church, Att: Administrator Search Team, 703
Compton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR—FULL TIME
Growth-oriented First Presbyterian Church of

Elk Rapids, Michigan, 400-t- members, seeks

an ordained person to develop and oversee the

following: family ministry, mission and out-

reach, new member assimilation, singles min-
istry, alternative worship service and visitation

of membership. This person would also assist

the senior pastor in preaching, teaching and
administrative duties. Three-l- years pastoral

experience required. Please send PIF to: Stan-

ley Holzhauer, APNC Chair, 13157 Rex Ter-

race Road, Rapid City, MI 49676.

CHILDREN’S BOOK THE TRAVELING PUP-
PETS for sale. Stories that teach morals, love

and kindness, illustrated with bright, colorful

pictures. All proceeds donated by author to

children’s charities. To order, contact: Rosalie

Whitesides, (803) 385-2563 or Clara William-

son, (703) 548-0738.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR. If you have a keen in-

terest in youth programs and activities, evan-

gelism, outreach, and desire to explore a con-

temporary worship service, the First Presbyte-

rian Church of Lansing, Michigan, invites you
to consider growing with us. The successful

applicant will have a true desire to work with

youth and be able to demonstrate their proven

effectiveness through direct work experience.

You will work closely with the pastor in all as-

pects of pastoral duties including preaching.

Send inquiry and PIF to: Wes Sherman, 7323

Moyer Road, Charlotte, MI 48813; or call

(517) 543-4033.

PASTOR/SOLO
First Presbyterian Church of Monongahela
challenges you to answer our call. If you are

energetic, passionate, dedicated and capable of

delivering Bible-based, thought-provoking
and spiritually nurturing sermons, you may fit

the bill. Do you have dynamic administrative

and communication skills? Can you channel

our enthusiasm to grow? Are you computer lit-

erate? A team player? If so. We want you. Lo-

cated just 25 miles south of Pittsburgh, the so-

cial and cultural hub of southwestern Pennsyl-

vania, we are searching for that “special some-

one” to guide our growing membership into

the future. We are an active church with the

potential for significant growth. Couples, this

could be your day. We also need a Director of

Christian Education. Send PIFs to: Ronald
Watkins, Chair of PNC, 168 Route 837, Mo-
nongahela, PA 15063-1066; tel. (412) 421-2582.
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Bible Explorations

Carol M. Bechtel

LIFE AFTER GRACE -PART 9

A Labor

Love

Luke 22:1-27

nurse once told me about an experience working in a

Catholic hospital. Opinion was divided, it seems, about

the presence of the crucifix in the hospital’s labor and

delivery rooms. Of course there was no disagreement

officially, but among the laboring women there was no

consensus. Some insisted on the crucifix’s removal; others

could not take their eyes off of it. But their difference of

opinion was not along religious lines. Many in the first

group explained their aversion on the grounds that they

wanted nothing more to do with men—human
or divine. The second group saw the crucifix as

a significant source of comfort.

For those who doubt the plausibility of any

level of serious reflection during labor and

delivery, let me testify that it can and does

happen. Knowing, I suppose, what an unparalleled

opportunity this would afford, God gave me ample time

for deliberation during the births ofmy two children.

Though I had no crucifix on which to focus, my mind’s

eye was fixed firmly on a suffering Savior. Truth to tell, it

was the fact of that suffering that enabled me to have any

patience with God whatsoever. Who, after all, would

want a God who could sit stoically by with no firsthand

knowledge of human suffering?

Emily Dickinson once wrote, “When Jesus tells us

about his Father, we distrust him. When he shows us his

Home, we turn away, but when he confides to us that he

is ‘acquainted with Grief,’ we listen, for that is also an

Acquaintance of our own.”

Were there any women in the Upper Room, I wonder?

If there were, let me venture to guess that they might not

have been as clueless as the disciples seemed to be when

Jesus spoke openly of suffering, breaking the bread of his

body and pouring out the wine of his blood. Could anyone

have missed such ominous clues to what was coming?

Could anyone have wondered what he meant when he

commanded them to “Do this in remembrance of me?”

Yet some of the disciples do miss his meaning. Hearing

only what they want to hear, they immediately start to

squabble about who will be the most indispensable in the

coming kingdom. Jesus’ suffering could only have been

compounded by their denseness. But he patiently explains

that the leader in his kingdom must be servant of all.

This “suffering servant” language should not have been

a surprise to anyone. Jesus began his ministry, after all, by

reading the words of Isaiah’s suffering servant and applying

them to himself (Compare Isaiah 61:1-2 and 58:6 with

Luke 4:16-21.) Yet perhaps no one could have guessed

how radically Jesus would fulfill Isaiah’s words about one

who was “wounded for our transgressions, crushed for

our iniquities.” No one could have imagined the ways in

which his punishment would “make us whole,” or how
we would be healed “by his bruises” (Isaiah 53:5).

It is absurd, of course, to argue about whether women
or men would have understood Jesus’ words better. To

squabble over such things is to fall into the same fault as the

disciples who argued about who would be the greatest. The

important thing is that Jesus, knowing full well

the foibles of those who gather round his Table,

looks us each in the eye and says, “I have eagerly

desired to eat this Passover with you before I

suffer” (v. 15). Because he does, we can face our

own suffering with renewed courage. With the

“man of sorrows” at our side we can be sure that our God
does not Just sympathize with our suffering but actually

experiences it with us—and for us. Even in the midst of

life’s most agonizing moments we can be sure, as Frederick

William Faber wrote, “there is no place where earth’s

sorrows are more felt than up in heaven.”

Carol M. Bechtel is associate professor of Old Testament at

Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Mich.

JUST PUBLISHED: Glimpses of Grace: Daily Reflections on the Bible, by Carol

M. Bechtel, a collection of "Bible Explorations" meditations previously

published in Presbyterian Survey/Presbyterians Today. Westminster John

Knox Press; 110 pp.; $10; 1-800-227-2872.

The "man

of sorrows"

is at our side
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The Church in Society

Vernon S. Broyles III

Are We Part

Of God's

Movement?

P ublic Television kicked off

February 1998 with programs

celebrating Black History Month.

One was a concert by the Freedom

Singers, offering a reprise of the songs

they carried across the South in the

1960s. There were interviews about

how life was then, and reflections

on how things are now, some 30

years later. They also reran some

documentary film of the rallies

and demonstrations in which the

Freedom Singers were involved. What

struck me most forcefully was the

critical role played by the church in

the civil rights movement.

At a time when it was difficult and

dangerous to have racially mixed

mass gatherings, it was the churches

in the South—mostly the black

churches—that became the centers

for those rallies. And while Martin

Luther King Jr. is the most famous

church leader of the civil rights

movement, there were countless

other pastors and lay leaders who
challenged their people to become

involved in the struggle.

What really stands out is the

courage with which our sisters and

brothers responded, enduring

hardship, terror and even death. At the

heart of their courage was their faith

—

faith in God and in the Risen Christ.

To be sure, there were people of other

faiths and people of no religious faith

involved in the movement, but the

spirit of the civil rights movement
was the spirit of the Resurrection.

The Freedom Singers repeated the

old saying, “If you ain’t got something

to die for, you ain’t got much to live

for.” In one of their songs there is also

the conviction: “I’m gonna sit at the

Welcome Table one of these days!”

In this Resurrection season, are we
part of God’s “movement”? Are we
centers where victims of injustice and

inequity in our communities can

gather and join with us in challenging

the arrangements in our society that

lead to death, not life? Will we cry out

against official and personal neglect

that allow one child in four to go to

bed hungry and millions to be deprived

of adequate medical care? Will we

confront individuals and institutions

that continue to value people on the

basis of the color of their skin?

Much of the growing search for

“spirituality” in our society is carried

on as an inward journey. For many that

may be the place to begin the search.

But that journey will be a dead end if

it does not finally lead outward into

the world, where God’s children are

crying and dying, often abused, often

ignored. We will only know how to

live—really live—when we remember

how to die to ourselves in Christ, and

in the power of the Holy Spirit to

challenge the powers of death around

us and within us, armed with the

assurance that because we serve the

Risen Christ, we’re “gonna sit at the

Welcome Table one of these days.”

Vernon S. Broyles III is associate for

corporate wittiess in the PCUSA Division

ofNational Ministries.
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RESOURCES for MISSION
'

I

y'he 1998 ^entecost Offering

O n May 31

Presbyterians

will have the

opportunity to participate for

the first time in the Pentecost

Offering, which joins the ranks

of the church's four special

offerings in 1998, replacing the

Witness Offering. The 1996

General Assembly established

the Pentecost Offering as "a call

to mission with children at risk

and as a celebration of ministry

with youth and young adults,

sending forth youth and

young adults to share and

proclaim the gospel to all the

world."

The theme of the first

Pentecost Offering is from John

14:18, "I will not leave you

orphaned; I am coming to

you." The theme refers to the

coming of God in the person

of the Holy Spirit to heal,

redeem and empower. The

offering gives Presbyterians the

opportunity to share in the

ministry of God's compassion

for "orphans" everywhere-

especially suffering children, lost

youth and young adults in need of

purpose and direction.

A distinguishing feature of the

Pentecost Offering is that

congregations are encouraged to

keep 20 percent of the offering, and

presbyteries 10 percent. This will

make possible a great variety of

responses as congregations react to

the needs of at-risk children and find

ways to foster ministry with youth

and young adults.

The General Assembly will

use its share of the offering to:

Nurture the faith of

Presbyterian young people and

develop tomorrow's leaders

through the Presbyterian Youth

Connection

Reach out to teenagers and

young adults in cities through

Urban Youth Ministry Model

Programs

Call forth a new generation

of leadership in mission service

through supporting national

and international young adult

volunteers and interns

Make real the redemptive

love of Christ in selective

overseas mission areas by

rescuing children from trauma,

destitution and exploitation

Advocate for children at risk

by connecting the welfare of

children to their families, the

community, and the world

Reach out to young adults

through a new young adult

network, providing resources,

newsletters, spiritual retreats to

Resources
"I Am Coming to You," a 10-minute video,

explains the offering and dramatically shows

ministry with youth and young adults and the

church at work with children at risk around the

world. The video is free and can be ordered

through Presbyterian Distribution Service (PDS

#70-350-98-036).

Pentecost Offering packets (PDS #70-350-98-

030) contain the poster, a booklet that helps

interpret the offering, sample bulletin inserts,

a place mat, a bulletin cover, and a coin box.

roster their identities as young

Presbyterians

Support the faith development of

college students through campus

ministries

Ensure the future of youth and

young adult ministry programs by

training congregational leaders for

this vital ministry

Prepared by Maureen O’Connor,

associa te for in terpreta tion,

Congregational Ministries Division



Westminster Woods
Mental Health Services

for Older Adults

Caring for an adult with special mental health needs can he both

physically and emotionally exhausting... Maybe it’s time to call

Westminster Woods.

The Woods offers residential treatment with a difference:

• A full-service behavioral management program for individuals

age fifty and older suffering from chronic mental illness.

• A supportive approach using integrated treatment, medication

management, and strategies designed to give residents as much
choice and freedom as possible.

• Services allowing residents to age in place, eliminating many of

the problems and worries of aging.

• A serene woodsy atmosphere alleviates stresses of conflicts and

problems, fostering greater stability.

The Woods is owned and operated by Presbyterian Retirement

Communities, a not-for-profit organization that has delivered superior

housing and health care to older adults for more than forty years.

PRC’s philosophy is based on a continuum of services enabling seniors

of all income levels to live with a maximum degree of security and

independence. Today, the organization serves more than 3,600 residents

in thirteen communities throughout Florida.

For more information about Westminster Woods

or Presbyterian Retirement Communities,

please send in the following coupon, call, or write:

Please send me more information about

Westminster Woods

Please send me more information about Presbyterian

Retirement Communities in general

Please contact me

Name

Address

City State Zip

Area Code/Telephone *
Westminster Woods is a not-for-profit assisted living community licensed in Florida (AL7835)

Westminster Woods

5700 24th St., East

Bradenton, FL 34203

(941) 751-7680

Presbyterian

Retirement

Communities

50 W. Lucerne Circle

Orlando, FL 32801

(800) 948-1881

(407) 839-5050
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0 into all the world and tnake disciples ofall nations. . .
” One hundred years ago,

McCormick Seminarygraduate Samuel Moffett heard that call and went to Korea.

The result ofhis ministry and that ofothers similarly motivated is that Korea has the

largest and most rapidlygrowing Presbyterian congregations in the world. Presbyterian Theological

Seminary in Seoul, which Moffett and other McCormick-trained pastors helpedfound, is one ofthe

strongest Presbyterian institutions in the world.

Now, at the close ofthe twentieth century, McCormick is tmming to new challenges in partnership

with Korean and Korean American Presbyterians. Under the leadership ofDr. Howard Kang and

Dean Robert Worley, McCormick built a strong program in Korean American Ministry at the

Masters ofDivinity level as well as extending its Doctor ofMinistry Program to Korea. Offering the

degree in cooperation with the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, over 150 pastors have completed the

program in congregational revitalization in the past ten years.

In April 1997, Dr. Victor Toon joined the McCormick Seminaryfaculty as director ofthe

Korean American Ministry Program and associate professor ofAsian studies. With his arrival,

McCormick turns to a rrew challenge: helping to meet the needs ofKorean Presbyterian congregations

in the U.S. who are movingfrem first to second and thirdgeneration in membership. The papers here

weregiverr at a corrsultation organized by Dr: Toon in which the specific challenges ofleadership in a

time ofgenerational transition were addressed.

The implications ofthese papers arid the Korran American Ministry Programgofar beyond

the Korean Prrsbvterian community, however: Raised herx are issuesfor all toface: How do the

gospel and cultw'e combine, conflict with and condition one another^ How does the church adapt

its ministry to be sensitive to changmggenerational patterns'? What does it mean to befaithfid to

Jesus Christ in this time and in this place? We are allgr’ateful to the leadership and participants in

thisfine conference. The work begun here will bear richfruit at McCormick and, we hope, in the

clmrxh at large.

Cynthia M. Campbell

President

McCormick Theological Seminary on the World Wide Web:

http://www. mccormick.edu



Victor S. Toon is director of the Korean American Ministries Program

AND associate PROFESSOR OF ASIAN STUDIES. HE IS A 1.5 GENERATION KOREAN A.MERICAN.

A New Vision
McCormick’s Korean Connection from Samuel Moffett to the Twenty-First Century

By Victor S. Toon

McCormick gk\duate Samuel Moffett, class of 1888, spoke

\\ith boldness to the challenges of his era. Leading the first genera-

tion of Presbtterian missionaries to Korea, Moffett founded

schools, hospitals, a seminary and churches—lots of churches!

Since his time the Korean leadership of the Presbyterian churches

has responded in faith to the challenges of war, foreign occupation

and political pTanny. The Korean American churches of today face

new challenges brought about b\' immigration and the tensions

that arise between the generations in immigrant families.

McCormick has had fruitful relationships with Korean and

Korean American Presbyterian churches ever since Moffett arric'ed

in Korea in 1890. In 1988, through the strong collaboration of Dr.

How'ard Kang and Dean Robert Worley, McCormick inaugurated

its Korean American Ministries Program. 1 was appointed director

of the program in April 1997. My foremost goal is to promote an

emironment where students acquire three \ital attributes; knowl-

edge, character, and competence. The curriculum oudined in this

article is designed to foster these qualities.

The Consultation on Korean American Ministries held last

November 6-8 was the inauguration of a new' direction for tiie

program, and die papers presented tiiere form the core of this issue

of Perspectives. The Consultation addressed the tensions between

generations witliin immigrant families. The first generation is the

parents who made die decision to immigrate to the United States.

Their children who, at die time of migration, w ere between 1 1 and

17 y'ears old are the 1.5 generation. The children who were born in

the United States are the second generation.

It is characteristic of these families to experience stress and

sometimes conflict created by the quite different cultural environ-

ments in which the different generations grow up. It is the goal of

our program to train pastors who can address these tensions and

who can serve the needs of their diverse congregations.

Students in the Korean American Ministiies Program

are required to take the foundational courses in Bible, church

history, theology' and ministry that all McCormick students must

take. In addition, they w'ill choose from an expanding variep’ of

offerings focused on ministry in a Korean American context. These

include courses in Bible, church history, theology and ministry

examined from a Korean perspectic'e, and such subjects as the

sociology' of the Korean American Church, youth ministry in

second generation churches, intergenerational issues and family

counseling, and e\'angelism, mission, spiritualiU’, and ministry in a

Korean American context. Student experience w ill be enriched by

field placements in Korean American settings, internships in Korea,

and access to a growing collection of resource materials, both

bibliographic and on-line, on Korean American and Asian subjects.

The implementation of the program will respect the fact that

different students bring different approaches to theology, mission,

evangelism, and worship. In addition, the program will continue its

tradition ofw'orking to develop strong relationships w'itii Korean

American churches throughout the United States and w'ith churches

and seminaries in Korea and other Asian countries.

I am excited by the rich potential for McCormick’s

Korean American Ministry Program to dec'elop in new directions.

At this point in the Seminary’s history we have an unprecedented

opportunity' to dec elop new strategies and resources for supporting

the growth and health of the Korean American church. I ask

for and welcome the pray'ers and encouragement of y'ou, the

Seminary’s alumni/ae and friends, who are its most loy’al and

enthusiastic supporters.



PERSPECTIVES

Kwang Chung Kim is professor of sociologyat Western Illinois University.

Shin Kim is an instructor at the Social Services Administration of the

University of Chicago and a Ph.D. studentat the uniitrsity.

TheyARE second generation Korean Americans.

An Overview ofKorean Immigration
By Kwanjf Chuntj Kim and Shin Kim

From the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 untie 1964

about 15,000 Koreans came to the United States as immigrants.

More than 40 percent of diem were Korean women married to

American seriicemen stationed in Korea. The rest were children

adopted by American lamilies, and professional or skilled immi-

grants and their family members. The second wave of Korean

immigration began with the liberalization of U.S. immigration law

in 1965. The number of Korean immigrants began to rise gradually

in the second half of the 1960s. According to the 1970 census,

there were close to 70,000 Koreans in the United States. Immigra-

tion accelerated hirdier in the 1970s, and by 1973, the annual

number of Korean immigrants reached the 20,000 level and three

years later jumped to 30,000.

The 1980 census show's that a total of 350,000 Koreans

resided in the United States, and immigration continueci to increase

throughout the 1980s. The peak was the late 1980s, during w'hich

the number of immigrants arriving from Korea each year exceeded

34,000. Only Mexico and the Philippines sent more immigrants

than Korea during this period of time.

The decline in immigration began, imperceptibly, in 1988.

Since 1991, the annual number has decreased significantly. The

current annual number of Korean immigrants is less than half that

observed during the peak periods.

At die same time, die number of Korean immigrants

who return to Korea (die returned migrants) has also increased.

According to an August 1995 Kov Tork Triwrr article, the number of

Korean rei'erse migrants w'as very small in die past (e.g., 800 in 1980),

but in die first halfof die 1990s, die number of diose who pernia-

nendy returned to Korea ranged betw'een 5,000 and 6,500. What

these numbers indicate is that, in 1994 for example, one immigrant

returned to Korea for every three new ones from Korea. In addition,

the number of\isa adjusters (i.e., diose already in die United States

when they change their risa status to immigrant) has gradually

increased since 1989. These findings—the trend in the annual number

of immigrants, die number of return migrants and the proportion of

\isa adjusters—rei'eal diat die first phase of the post- 1965 Korean

immigration to die United States was formally over by the end of die

1980s. In odier words, post- 1990 Korean immigration represents a

smaller number of Koreans w'ho have diflerent social backgrounds

from diose w'ho came in die first phase of die post- 1965 w'ave.

Why did Koreans immigrate to die United States in

large numbers? Until the end of the 1980s, the trend was fueled

by multiple factors, political and military as well as economic.

Ivan Light and Edna Bonacich ( 1988) analyzed these factors in

terms of die following events, which seriously affected the relation-

ship betw'een South Korea and the United States: ( 1 )
the division

of the country, (2) support of the military dictatorship by the

United States and (3) economic develc^nient. The division of

Korea and die military threat from the North made living in South

Korea potentially dangerous, and the military dictatorships became

oppressive, arbitrary and corrupt. Subsequent economic develop-

ment exacerbated strucmral disturbances and brought overcrow'ding

and congested living conditions to the w'hole of Korean society.

In sharp contrast, the United States appeared to be a

country wtith political freedom and a safe and clean environment.

Korean immigrants desired to lifre in a society wdiere they would

be free from the threat of war and oppressive government and

could provide good educational opportunities for their children.

Their aspiration was to attain a high quality of family life-

the middle class dream. They were convinced that the United

States was a land of opportunity w'here hard work w'ould pay off

They were willing to work hard and endure adversity to achieve

their dream.

The specific mechanism that brought this immigrant labor

force to the United States has been current U.S. immigration law'.

Korean wives ofAmerican servicemen came to the U.S. at the rate

of about 42,000 per decade in the 1970s and 1980s. In die same

tw'o decades, more than 3,000 Korean children were adopted

annually by American families. In the early part of the 1970s

Korean immigration to the United States was dominated by Korean

professional or skilled workers and their family members. As time

passed, however, these groups w'ere overtaken in numbers by family

members invited by kin who w'ere already here. Kinship-based chain

migration has played the most important role in the recent phase of

Korean immigration to the United States.

Why, then, has the immigration trend reversed in the 1990s?

Primarily because the forces that had originally prompted Koreans

to emigrate from their native country have been w'eakened or

eliminated. Recent social changes and economic development in

Korea have made life there increasingly attractive.'
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In 1997 per capita income in Korea exceeded $10,000, and

the country had become a relati^’ely high-wage country attracting

foreign \t orkers. The gap in the Ihing standard beuveen Korea and

the United States w’as considerabh' narrowed, and Koreans had less

incentive to emigrate to the United States. Moreover, although the

situation remains tense, the world-wide collapse ofcommunism has

reduced cold war tension in the Korean peninsula and lessened the

fear that w'ar will flare up. Democratization has provided a widely

enjoyed political freedom.

At the same time, Koreans hav'e become keenly aware of

the marginalized position of Korean migrants as a minority group

in the United States. This w'as highlighted by the racial unrest in

Los Angeles in 1992. This realization renders immigration to the

United States quite unattractive to people in Korea. It is not sur-

prising, then, that the number of Korean immigrants continues to

decrease. Among the Asian countries that have sent large numbers

of people to the United States since 1965, Korea is the first to show’

a declining trend.

The 1990 U.S. census showed that about 800,000 Koreans

w’ere in the United States. Approximately half of them resided in

Los Angeles and Orange counties in southern California (250,000)

and in the New' York-New Jersey metropolitan region ( 150,000).

The Chicago metropolitan area ranks a distant third, with slightly

more than 40,000 Koreans. This distribution is similar to that of

other Asian immigrants, with a heavy concentration in major Ameri-

can cities. The total number of Koreans in the United States today is

estimated to slightly exceed more than one million. The majority of

these live in suburban areas outside major cities. As the length of

Korean residence in the United States extends, the number of

suburban dwellers increases, and this trend is an important feature

of Korean settlement in the United States. Furthermore, most of

the suburban Koreans are home ow ners. Despite the difficulties in

their path, Korean immigrants have been remarkably successful in

achieving financial security and upvv'ard mobilitv’.

^The economic dovv’nturn that occurred in east Asia in early

1998 may have an effect on the decline in Korean immigration to

the United States.

Number of Koreans admitted to the United States

as permanent residents: 1970—1994

Status at entry

Year of entrv’ New' arriv’als Adjustments Total

1970 9,314 2,079 11,393

1971 14,297 4,049 18,346

1972 18,876 5,513 24,389

1973 22,930 4,961 27,891

1974 28,028 4,658 32,686

1975 28,362 2,364 30,726

1976 30,803 1,881 32,684

1977 28,437 2,480 30,917

1978 25,830 3,458 29,288

1979 26,646 2,502 29,248

1980 29,387 2,933 32,320

1981 28,819 3,844 32,663

1982 27,861 3,863 31,724

1983 29,019 4,320 33,339

1984 28,828 4,214 33,042

1985 30,532 4,721 35,253

1986 30,745 5,031 35,776

1987 32,135 3,714 35,849

1988 31,071 3,632 34,703

1989 28,248 5,974 34,222

1990 25,966 6,335 32,301

1991 18,351 8,167 26,518

1992 14,062 5,297 19,359

1993 12,375 5,651 18,026

1994 10,661 5,350 16,011

Source: The Statistical Tearbook ofIinini^mtion and Naturalization, 1966-1996

a. Adjustments apply to persons who had presiously entered the United States

with a nonimmigrant status (e.g., student, \isitor, or business person) and who
changed their status to that ofpermanent resident.
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Critical Issues ofTheological
Education in the Context ofKorean
American Ministries
By C.W. Choi

For the past decade Korean church leaders have been

concerned about what they perceive to be a crisis in the life of the

PC(USA) and its affiliated seminaries. The crisis in the church,

evidenced in part by a continued loss of membership, is sufficient

indication that PC( USA) seminaries are not graciuating ministers

who are effective leaders in the life of the church.

The crisis in the broader denomination and the seminaries has

consequences for Korean American churches as w'dl. We are deeply

concerned about die seminary education of Korean church leaders,

particularly 1 .5 and second generation Koreans upon w'hom Korean

church growtil will depend.

The w'ay out of the crisis that conifonts us, both in the

PC(USA) and its theological seminaries, is difficult to determine,

but I w'ant to offer some suggestions that 1 believe may help us

meet the challenge. Before discussing solutions, however, let me

say more about the crisis that confronts us.

Jeffrey Hadden, in his 1969 book The Gathcrinyi Storm in

the Churches, asserted that the church faced a crisis rooted in three

causes: 1 ) a crisis of belief, 2) confiision about the mission of tite

church, and 3) a new professional class of church bureaucrats who

were out of touch w'ith congregations.' I agree w'ith his analysis and

believe it also applies to PresbtTerian seminaries.

Crises of belief and identity

During tiie 15 years 1 spent on the PC(USA)’s General Assembly

staff for Korean American leadership development, 1 came to real-

ize that our seminaries do face a crisis of belief 1 see very little evi-

dence that the foundational Christian message, w'hat God has done

for the salvation of human beings, is being proclaimed in seminar-

ies. Passionate convictions do, indeed, exist on seminary campuses,

but frequently find their expression in c'igorous adv'ocacy of many

different causes. There seems little passion for saving souls, for

organizing, building and nurturing churches; or for w'orldw'ide mis-

sions that proclaim Jesus Christ in order Ut bring persons to confess

him as Lord and Sa\'ior.

Theological seminaries are no longer seen primarily as instiui-

tions for training pastors, but as institutions dedicated to the study

of religion. They often seem to be modeled after graduate schools

of secular unh’ersities, w ith an emphasis placed on research and

production of articles and books. Seminary faculty members are

not draw n, to the extent tiaey once w'ere, from the parishes of the

denomination; and fewer contemporary faculty members have

records of distinguished achievements as pastors.

Seminaries also seem to have lost a sense of connection to

history and tradition. This loss of connection to tradition in the

seminaries ultimately results in a disconnection with tradition in

local congregations. It also encourages an individualistic approach

to faith. A recent study by Phillip Hammond concludes that people

go to church to get their personal needs met and to affirm their

personally-constructed religious views. They expect the church to

meet their needs, as they have defined them.^

Seminaries — a renewed sense of call and mission

In die midst of the crisis facing tiie church and tiieological education,

seminaries committed to embracing a new' sense of call and mission

can help the church set a course out of its difficulties. Seminaries

must remember tiiat their primary task is to prepare preachers w'ho

use theological and biblical knowledge to proclaim the gospel and to

nurture congregations.

Theological students today no doubt graduate tfom seminary

with greater technical know'ledge in highly specialized fields of

study. But how' many also graduate without having read the Bible

through fi'om Genesis to Revelation and without knowing, in a

systematic way, the theologv' of the confessions of the church or

without having mastered any comprehensive theological texts that

have played a decisive role in the grovv'tii and development of

Presbyterianism.^ Course w'ork and grading in seminary must be as

rigorous and challenging as that in top law and medical schools.

Seminaries would not exist without the support of the churches

that founded and have sustained titem. In turn, seminaries must

develop leaders w'ho can help sustain the church.
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Seminaries must ask if they are edueating persons to be

effeetive pastors who have the abilitt' to organize, nurture and

develop loeal congregations. Unless ministers can perform these

hmctions w ell, congregational life cieteriorates.

Curriculum focus

If the seminary’s primary task is to prepare students to be pastors,

current curriculum must be ec aluated to see how’ well it helps the

seminary accomplish its task. Pastors not only think, they “do”. But

practical courses, focused on skills that teach students “how' to do

it,” have lost their place in the seminary curriculum. More and

more attention is gi\ en to theory, study of the social sciences, and a

therapeutic approach to ministry. Though w'ell taught and usehil in

specialized fields, courses w’hich too heac'ily emphasize these

approaches do not equip suidents for the basic tasks of leadership

required in the church: et’angelism, administration, and education.

Seminary courses in theologt', Bible, church history and

pastoral care ought to be geared tow'ard persons w hose primary

responsibilities w'ill be leading a congregation as preacher, pastor,

and teacher. Students must be taught how dieologt' and scripture

inform church practice.

Seminarians are surely enriched by an understanding of the

therapeutic approach to pastoral care, but course w'ork must not

exclude other, more traditional approaches to this field: teaching

students the importance of knowing parishoners’ names and of

visiting members at home or work. This is the kind of pastoral care

that builds congregations and churches.

Seminaries must take up the additional challenge of preparing

students for the reality of life in PC(USA) congregations. Students

may imagine that a upical congregation has over 500 members and

a large, paid staff The fact is that 7,319 congregations, or 64% of

all Presbyterian congregations, have under 200 members. Seminary'

must prepare students to lead when there is no paid staff besides

the pastor.

Preparation for ministry' in small congregations is both theo-

logical and pastoral. It must include an understanding of the mean-

ing of call and a willingness to accept a call that requires sacrifice.

Discerning calls to ministry

John Calvin emphasized that ministry requires a “secret call,” a

prior call of God, of w'hich each minister is conscious before God.

Yet Calvin did not believe that personal conviction was sufficient.

There were other tests. “Learning joined w'ith piety and the other

gifts of the good pastor” must be evidenced, said Calvin.^ The call

must also be confirmed by a presbytery and a congregation.

But the secularization and bureaucratization of the church has

fostered the notion that ministry is like any other secular work, that

the calling of a minister is no different than hiring a person for

General Motors or General Electric. It is \astly different. It should

be emphasized that the church is not in the business of providing

jobs for people and that seminary is not a trade school.

Seminaries have the responsibility to hctnestly name the reality

of ac ailable pastorates, citing the statistics noted earlier. In recruiting

suidents, seminaries must be realistic about the talents required tor

pastoral ministry: administratic’e, organizational and leadership skills,

as W'ell as gifts tor preaching, teaching and pastoral care. Seminaries

need to gi\’e more consideration to the question ofwhether an

applicant has the potential to develop these gifts, skills and talents.

Committees charged w’ith the responsibility of developing seminary

admissions criteria and with rec’iew'ing prospective students’ applica-

tions must bear all this in mind w'hen making admissions decisions.

Conclusions

I would like to close by raising crucial questions to which I ha\ e

given only partial answers.

1 . Will seminaries contribute to the revival of Presby'terian

understanding of Christian tradition and of the faith community in

our time?

2 . Is diere ground for beliet ing that the Presby'terian w ay' of

life and the Presbyterian understanding of Christian faith w'ill once

again strengthen indi\'idual life and also communities?

3. Is there any special ground for expecting effectix'e and

committed second generation seminary graduates for ftiture

Korean-Arnerican churches?

If the answ er to these questions is to be “y'es,” seminaries

W'ill need to begin to do w'hat I have suggested here: re-examine

their sense of call and mission; and re-examine their vision ofw hat

constitutes vital and faithftil theological education for the life of

the church.

Notes

^ Jeffrey Hadden, Tlie Gathering) Storm in the Churches

(Garden City, NJ: Doubleday', 1969).

^ Phillip Hammond, Religion and Personal Autonomy: The Third

Disestablishment in America (Columbia, SC: University of South

Carolina Press, 1992), 2-18, 167-177.

^ John Calvin, Calvin: Institutes ofthe Christian Religion,

vol.2 (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1960), 1063.

(C.W. Choi’s original text w'as edited to fit PerspeetivesTovmdit.

A copy of the frill text of his presentation can be obtained by'

contacting the Seminary'.

)
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The Healing Community
The Role of Korean Ethnic Churches in Meeting the Needs of Immigrant Families

By Ruth H . Ch u n£f

Korean immigrant families are confronted with many

challenges in the process of migration and adaptation to life in

America. Although anticipation of a better life for the family is the

most commonly cited reason for migration, often tlie realiw falls

short of the dream. With the hope that better educational opportu-

nities for the children will translate to a brighter outlook for the

whole family, they immigrate, lai'gely unaw'are of tire hidden costs.

Even those w'ho enjoy economic success often do so at the cost of the

alienation and disintegration of the family.

As parents strive to pro\’ide a stable economic base for the

family, children grow up socialized b\' agents of the mainstream

culture, resulting in a gradual divergence of experience, perspectiv'e,

and reality. Wlten parents say, “You should listen to me because I

have lived longer,” their children reply, “But you have not li\'ed in

the w'orld w'here I now' live.” This cyclical tension is exacerbated by

a great cultural dic'ide in which immigrant parents and children

reside in the same physical space but li\'e in different worlds w'ith

little connection or mutual understanding.

Value differences between parents and children along the

continuum of individualism and collecti\'ism often result in painful

clashes o\'er critical life decisions such as career choice and spousal

choice (Chung and Ling, 1996). These issues set the stage on

which cultural and \'alue differences play out in real-life dramas.

The children who grow up in American culture, having internalized

such messages as “It’s your life!”, see decisions regarding career and

life partner as ultimate expressions of and even entitlements of indi-

vidualitt'. But Korean parents see these choices as reflecting directly

on them and affecting the family as a whole, and therefore, giving

them the right to heavily influence if not determine the outcome.

The most common scenario is that of tlie college student

W'ho is not interested in and/or not doing w'ell enough in science

courses to compete for a career in medicine. How'ever, ha\ ing been

socialized from an early age to become a doctor, he or she finds it

difficult to go against the w'eight of parental wishes. At the same

time, forcing oneself to do something that one is neither interested

in nor good at can be sheer torture. One student 1 counseled hid

the fact that she w'as an art major from her parents, w'ho thought

she W'as a biologv' major until her senior year. Upon discovering the

truth, her parents issued an ultimatum; either return to the biologt'

major or be disowned. When the student pleaded w'ith tliem to

understand that her talents and interests w'ere in art and not

science, she w'as kicked out of the house.

Parents w ho respond in this manner often believe titey are

acting in the best interests of their children. They believe that high

status and high income w'ill protect the children from tite painful

discrimination tliey experienced, and that the practical concerns of

sur\’i\’al supersede individual ftilfillment. Otliers are trying to live

out their ow'n unftilfilled hopes and dreams through their children,

or hope to increase tlieir own status among their peers through

their children’s success.

Unfortunately, the increased level of distress vtythin immigrant

families comes at a time in their lives when tliey ha\'e fewer resources.

The structural and institutional supports offered b\' a culmrally

consistent enc’ironment are no longer at'ailable. Extended family

netw'orks that serve as a first line of defense are difficult to transport

in their entirety. It is true that migration brings sources of support

not readily a\'ailable in Korea, such as the mental health system,

but these professional services are costly and are rarely used until

all other resources are e.xhausted. The stigma and shame associated

with seeking counseling prevent most Korean Americans from

doing so.

Ethnic churches have played a pivotal role in the history of

Korean migration and adaptation to America. The church has been

tlie primart' social instiuition, serv'ing as die center of social, culuiral,

and political activ'ity as w'ell as of religious fervor. Although only 2

1

percent of the population in Korea is Christian, appro.ximately 70

percent of Korean Americans attend church on a regular basis (Hurh

and Kim, 1990; P. Min. 1989). Eor many immigrants the church

community is the primary source of extra-familial support and

functions as a surrogate extended family. It follow's tliat Korean

American churches are uniquely positioned to respond to the needs

aitd challenges of immigration and adaptation.

Role of immigrant chmehes in meeting the needs of Korean

immigrant families

A ministry of reconciliation and healing for families torn apart by

cultural and generational conflicts can best be accomplished in the

context of the faith family. Indeed, it is a mandate that we nurture



each otlicr and strengthen each other in the body of Christ in ways

that extend beyond the narrowly defined border of spirituality.

The first step in meeting this challenge is to change the

culture of success that pen ades many of our faith communities.

Instead of practicing the “upside down” c'alue system taught to us

by our rec'olutionary Savior, we replicate the standards and hierar-

chies of the secular world. We create a culture in which affluence

and position hea\’ily influence one’s standing in the church. This

culture of success is evident in what I call “sah-b\'ung”, loosely

translated as “the disease of professional titles.” Once

when N'isiting a church I heard a fellow visitor remark, “I’d feel

uncomfortable attending this church unless I was well-off or a

professional.” This statement illustrates the harmfi.il effects of

“sah-bning,” when a church becomes a religious country club

w’here those who don’t c]uite meet the membership rec]uirements

are marginalized and de\'alued. They may be present in support-

ive roles as staff or w'orkers, not as flill-fledged members.

The church culture of success also pressures the

individual member to maintain a facade that hides

individual struggles and failures. In such a climate

people are reluctant to share the difficulties and

challenges of their daily lives. The church

becomes not a place of refuge from the

world, but yet another arena of inauthcntic-

ity in w'hich people must hide their true selves

for fear of disapproval and rejection.

This culmre of success in Korean immigrant

churches not only harms indicaduals and families but is

contrary to the kingdom of God. Our faith communities

should be places of reftige atid healing for the failures, broken

ness, and suffering in our lives. Korean American churches need to

focus on seeing themselves as healing communities, for in doing so

they will more hilly embrace the mandate to love others as oneself

For such a transformation to occur, pastors must provide

effective leadership, challenging their congregations to retision

and envision themselves as healing communities. Clerg\' function

as both catalysts and facilitators in this envisioning process. It is

therefore incumbent upon seminaries to emphasize and articulate

this mission and to equip their students wath the necessary tools.

To this end, I offer the following recommendations for the training

of Korean American clerg\'.

Recommendations for Training of Ministers

Emphasize pastoral care. Particular attention should be given to

training Korean American ministers in pastoral care. Even tliose

w ho do not specialize in this area should be encouraged to take

additional course work. Future Korean American pastors, especially

the men, should be encouraged to embrace the nurturing aspects

of ministry. Man\' Korean American men are conditioned to deny

the nurturing aspects of their humanity, w'hich they often associate

with femininitt’. These men wiio are foture pastors may need to

examine their own beliefs and expectations about what is and is not

appropriate in the role of the clerg)'.

Provide specific training in Asian American experience. This

training should consist of the following components. First, Korean

American clergt' need to have a basic knowiedge of the liistoric

context of Korean migration and adaptation to America and tlie

role that Korean ethnic churches ha\’e played. They also need to

understand how' race has operated in America, which will allow' them

to locate the Asian American experience in the broader context of

race relations. This historic background is essential for understand-

ing the challenges and issues facing Korean immigrants.

There is an increasing boefy of know ledge that addresses

\arious aspects ofAsian Americatt experience. While most

of this literauire is not specific to Korean Americans,

recent Asian immigrant groups face many of the

same struggles. Pastors should be aw’are of

psychological models and theories that help

explain and provide possible solutions to

commonly experienced problems.

Teach skills in locating appropriate

sources of help and connecting families in

crisis to those sources.

This is an essential element of training for Korean Ameri-

can clerg}'. First, pastors need to be aw'are of the limits of their

own training and to know' w'hen they need to make referrals.

Since many families w ill resist seeking professional serv'ices, pastors

need to be able to facilitate the process. This can often be accom-

plished by de-stigmatizing or “normalizing” the problems that

Korean immigrant families face. Very few families are completely

immune from die high cost of migration.

Pastors need to be proactive in forming partnerships w'ith

qualified Christian professionals in the community and to be

knowledgeable about the resources that exist for immigrants.

If no one on the seminary’s faculty is prepared to teach

a course that cov’ers these areas, qualified Christian scholars

and practitioners can be invited to hold seminars or continuing

education workshops.

These recommendations are offered as a start in training

pastors who can take leadership roles in guiding Korean American

congregations to live as healing faith communities in which members

can be reconciled to one another and to their Creator.
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A Faithfor the Generations!
Korean American Protestant Churches and the Challenges of the Future

By David Too

It was a warm summer afternoon as I made my way to the

classroom for the Sunday School teachers’ meeting. Home for

the Slimmer from college, I had volunteered to teach in the youth

program at a Korean immigrant Protestant church in southern

California. The meeting was called to order as I took my seat in

the back. The youth pastor and the elder responsible for the youth

program announced that stai'ting the follow ing w'eek, all classes

w'ere to be taught in die Korean language. Although die announce-

ment caught me by surprise, it seemed that others w'ere dismayed

more than annhing else. In response to the news, one teacher

anticipated real problems since most of the students did not possess

good Korean language skills. The teacher suggested that it w'as

more important to share the message of Christian faith in a w'ay

that could be understood by the students. Unmoved, the youth

pastor stated that the students w ould adjust with time and that as

Koreans, they should know their iiatii e language. The elder added

that students spoke English all week long in school and that Sunday

w'ould be their “Korean” day. He recalled with fondness the strict

discipline and respect taught in his Sunday School classes during

his childhood in Korea. With that, the meeting ended.

Listening to this exchange, I sensed that the youth pastor

and the elder envisioned the immigrant church as a bulwark against

the corrosive elements ofAmerican culture and society eating aw'ay

at the second generation. Although they could not control wiiat

happened during the rest of the w’eek, Sunday w'ould be a day of

redemption for those w'ho entered the portals of the church. For

better or for w'orse, over the next few' w'eeks, a silent exodus took

place in which about half of the teachers resigned and student

enrollment steadily declined. Although they seemed sincere in

their efforts, the youth pastor and the elder appeared to be driven

principally by their desire to preserve linguistic and cultural heritage

rather than to address the needs of the second generation. This

example is admitted!)' extreme, but it illustrates the real tensions

that exist between the immigrant generation and the 1.5 and

Anerican-born generations' in Korean Anerican Protestant churches.

The story of immigrant churches and generational tension is

hardly new' in United States history.^ Earlier immigrant groups

have struggled to make Anerica their home and to pass on their

religious and ethnic identity to their children. While the process of

migration and settlement has been a fundamental social reality in

the United States, its enactment has been far from uniform. Unfor-

tunately, die assumption of assimilation has continued to obscure

the varied and complex ways in w'hich people have become

Americans. Russian Jew's, Italian Catholics, and Japanese Anerican

Buddhists, for instance, all migrated to the United States around

the turn of the centuri' but faced differing circumstances based

on regional and ecclesiastical contexts. All three groups, moreover,

encountered discrimination, but for Japanese American Buddhists,

racial distinctions and religious background have been enduring

markers of difference that have resisted the passage of time.^

For Korean Americans racial-etiinic difterence has been a

critical factor, but their religious affiliation has been overw'helmingly

Protestant. Anerican Presbi'terian and Methodist missionaries have

been an integral part of Christianity in Korea since tiie late nineteenth

century. Atiiough Koreans have been in tiie United States for nearly

one hundred years, large scale migration has been a relatively recent

phenomenon, w'hich in part resulted after tiie repeal of discriminatory

U.S. immigration legislation in 1965. Concentrated in major metro-

politan areas, Korean Aiiericans have been among tiie fastest grow'-

ing groups within the United States in recent decades, witii tiie

estimated population in 1990 at one million persons.^

Throughout the Korean Anerican experience, racial-ethnic

churches have been at the heart of the community. Immigrants and

successive generations have looked to the churches to help them

make the transition to life in Anerica. Clerical and lay leaders have

helped immigrants w'ith housing, employment, and tiie necessary

tasks of everyday life. The churches have also been important sites

for racial-ethnic solidarity in the face of the hardships of life in a new

country. Atiiough tiie setting differs from Korea itself, the immi-

grant church represents a link to w'hat was left behind. Finally and

not incidentally, congregations have been vital sources of meaning

and faith for those facing uncertain times in a strange land.

The explosive grow'tii of Korean American immigrant churches

in the past thirty )'ears has been v'iew'ed in lai'gely celebrator)' terms.

It has offered a ray ofhope for the declining mainline Protestant

denominations. At many seminaries Korean and Korean Anerican

students have become important constituencies. Closer examination,

liow'ei'er, rei'eals a picture tiiat is not all positive. Intense competition

in areas like soutiiern California have dissipated resources, led to inter-

nal conflicts, and produced far too little substantive cooperation, e\'en

in tiie face of a major crisis like tiie Ins Aigeles riots of 1992. None of

tiiese issues, ofcourse, are unique to Korean Anerican Protestants,

and that is precisely the point. Is this group simply heading down the

same road tiiat its American Protestant counterparts have traveled.^
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It is be\’ond the scope of tltis essay to offer a comprehensit’e

anstver, but I would like to address one issue that Korean American

churches increasingly face: how' to pass on the faith to the next

generation. As the opening story suggests, many immigrant

churches are not responding well to a situation that is already upon

them. An entire generation, largely born in the 1970s and 1980s,

is coming of age. Because they have grown up mainly in the United

States, the younger generations have greater fluenq' in English and

greater access to American culuire, and die church represents only

one of many possible meaningh.il social contexts for them. Educa-

tion, a wide choice of career paths, and other avenues in American

life have pro\ ided the 1.5 and second generations with alternative

spaces in w hich to build relationships and foster a sense ofcommu-

nity. And yet, as racial-ethnic people, Korean Americans, regardless

of generation, are set apart in w'ays that have not been true for

European Americans. They have been subjected to race-based law's

and practices that denied tiiem critical rights, including namraliza-

tion rights, hill legal standing in tite courts, and fair access to

employment and housing. Although times have changed, social

attiuides and cox’crt forms of prejudice continue to affect the lit es

and life chances of racial-ethnic peoples in the United States.

Hence, for some j’ounger Korean Americans, the immigrant church

is an important institution w here faith informs the process of racial-

ethnic identity formation.

Unfortunately, ver)' few' immigrant churches ha\'e been able

to create ministries offering the freedom and hexibility needed to

address the concerns of the 1.5 and second generations. Even as

church leaders lament the exodus of their children, few' seem willing

to assess honestly their own role in this process. The first generation’s

sense of ownership of the churches has included a drive for prestige,

power, and control that has tarnished the meaning of Christianity fiir

tiieir children. The very existence of independent English-speaking

Korean American congregations is a testimont' to tiie difficulties of

keeping the generations under one roof, as is tite the fact tiiat many

have left tite Christiait faith altogetitcr. While laitguage and got'er-

naitce arc often cited as tite primary reasons, it appears that ntaity

younger Korean Aittcricait Christiaits hat'e been disillusioned by tite

content and structure of first generation churches.

To an extent, alternative religious contexts are providing

the support that immigrant churches have provided to the first

generation. At the same time, given the fact that race and ctiinicity

are still sources of ill treatment in the United States, and given that,

ideally, Christians develop in their faith as they mo\'e through the

life cycle, immigrant churches can play an important role in the

lives of succeeding generations. With their particular character and

focus, Korean American churches can pro\ ide strength and courage

to those seeking a place for themselves in America, while also pro-

viding a bridge to a more inclusive sense of identity. The difficult

task is finding a way to create an environment within immigrant

churches that can sustain and nourish the generations together.

Perhaps the underlying issue is the perennial challenge that

the Church has faced in all times—understanding the significance

of the Gospel witiiin our gi\ en circumstances. Part of that translation

process for immigrant churches and for much ofAmerican Protes-

tantism is to address the rampant materialism that unconsciously

has become part of their w'oiid view. Prosperity is often inteiyireted

as a sign of God’s blessing. Wliat has been lost is a faith that claims

our w hole being and all of creation, including our relationships

with one another and with the larger society. A false w edge has

been drit en between personal salvation and social justice, a wedge

that weakens both parts of the et]uation. This is not meant to

discount the necessity for sur\ i\'al in an intensely competiti\'e

and often unforgi\ ing socioeconomic context, a realip,' that takes a

heaty' toll on many immigrants. Instead, the church and our faith

must be something more than a means ofenduring the markctylace.

If Jesus is our guide, then we must w'ork to mo\ e bev'ond ourseh’es

and wrestle with the paradox that by losing our fix es, w e find life

itself Toward that end, churches can and should be places where

people can enx'ision ftitures that go beyond material success. These

ftitures could include such options as ftill-time ministrx' and other

forms of serx’ice. Moreox er, churches can be sources of healing for

those rax’aged by the migration process and by the other creatix e

xx'ays that God max' be at xx ork in our lix'cs.

The danger, of course, is that the stams quo xx ill prcx ail.

Already, inertia and the fear ofchange are quietly sapping tite x’italiU'

of manx' immigrant churches. It is infinitely easier to raise problems

than to offer solutions, but the central role that churches play in the

Korean American commtiniU' is cause for hope. By God’s grace, the

generational challenges facing the Korean American church xx ill lead

to a renexx al of that church, and xx ill alloxx' it to continue to leax'cn

the larger church in the United States and around the xx'orld.

^ The term “1.5 generation” refers to those persons born in

Korea whose fbrmatix e socialization has also included life in

the United States. These Korean Americans fall in betxx een the

first generation xx ho immigrated as adults and the American-born

second generation.

^ Among the many general texts on American religion are Catherine

Albinesc, America: Rdicjions and Rclifjion, 2nd ed. (Belmont,

Cal.: Wadsxx’orth Publishing, 1992) and Peter Williams, America's

(New York: Macmillian, 1990).

^ Eor a comparatix'e history of migration to the United States, see

Ronald Takaki, A Different Mirror: A Midticnltural History of

America (Boston: Little, Broxx’n, 1993).

This figure is taken from Px'ong Gap Min, Caught in the Middle:

Korean Merchants in America’s Multiethnic Cities {
Berkeley:

University of California Press, 1996), 30. It is not clear hoxv

the recent economic xvoes of South Korea xx ill influence ftiture

patterns of migration to the United States, but it may rex'erse the

trend of declining arrix'als since about 1987.

II
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Chartinga New Course
McCormick’s Response to the Korean American Ministries Consultation

By Homer U . Ashby

The Korean American Ministries Consultation was an

opportunity for McCormick Theological Seminary to celebrate

the past accomplishments of its Korean American Ministry Program

and reflect on the challenges facing the program in the fiiture.

Three trends named during the Consultation will particularly

impact the program’s direction:

Changing Korean Immigration Patterns. Since peaking

in 1987, immigration flow from Korea to the United States has

declined significantly. McCormick must shift its focus to preparing

men and women for ministry for the soon-to-be majority 1.5 and

second generations. The Seminary will continue to educate first

generation pastors, but will be more attentive to seeking out 1.5

and second generation Korean Americans w hose experience of

acculturation has been much different. Their participation in and

expectations of the Korean church are also different and

McCormick must begin paying attention to the particular w'ays in

which the “bi-culturality” of the new generations manifests itself

The Seminary must avoid the danger of inappropriately designing a

Korean Ministry Program where one size fits all.

Conflict and Cooperation Across the Generations. One of

the more lively discussions at the Consultation dealt with conflicts

between the younger and older generations in the Korean American

church over leadership issues. Participants reported tliat the younger

generations resent the stranglehold that the older generations have

on church leadership. At the same time, first generation Korean

American leaders expressed concern about the perceived lack of

respect and appreciation that younger generations have for the more

mamre leadersliip. Clearly, McCormick must include in its Korean

American Ministry Program the development of perspectives and

skills for addressing intergenerational conflict. Students will need to

learn how to lead congregations in the difficult process of honoring

tradition while responding to present-day realities.

The Influence of Korean Christianity on North American

Christianity. If McCormick’s Korean American Ministry Program

is to have integrity, it must be shaped both by the Seminary and by

its Korean American constituency. The reality is that the Korean

American church is in its theology more conservative, in its evange-

lism more active and in its worship (especially in its Presbyterian

strain) more lively than the North American Reformed churches. If,

as tlie Seminary believes and tries to practice, it w'ants to learn from

and be influenced by those wfoom it seeks to educate, then it needs

to be more respectful of and open to more conservative theological

points of \aew. There is much that McCormick can learn from the

Korean American church about church growth, evangelism and

mission. In its worship life the Seminary could include the more

enthusiastic prayer and preaching found in Korean churches.

Concluding thoughts. The new millennium holds an

exciting fiiuire for the Reformed churches in North Auerica and for

McCormick Seminary^ Part of that fiimre includes faithfiil responses

to tire needs and concerns liftedup in the Korean Auerican Ministry

Consultation. Our hope is tliat botlr McCormick and the Korean

American church will be transformed as we seek to serve God’s people.
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MOEGLING, HERRMANN FRIEDRICH

under tlie influence of Fredrik *Franson, who persuaded
her to enroll in his two-week Bible school and then go to

Alrica as a missionary. Arriving in Swaziland in the mid-

1 890s, she quickly identified with the people and their cul-

ture but was often viewed as difficult and domineering by

her missionai N colleagues. She established the Bethel mis-

sion station near .Mhlosheni and Nhlangano, in southern
Swaziland, as her ba.se of operations. Conducting her min-

istry with no regard to gender limitations, she served as

e\angelist, church planter, teacher, and preacher. She was

not ordained, but she also functioned as a bishop, assign-

ing ministers to churches she planted and overseeing

their development. In 1928 she initiated a new ministry of

itinerant evangelism, traveling from region to region in her

gospel wagon." She continued for more than a decade and
left behind dozens of new churches. The climax of her ca-

reer came in 1949 when a new brick church was opened
at Bethel. She died two months before her 90th birthday,

surrounded by .African friends.

Bliu lot.R.vPH'i Maria Nilsen, as told to Paul H. Sheetz, Malla

Mae ( 1 950) ; Ruth A. Tucker, Guardians ofthe Great Commission: The

Slurs of Women in Modern Missions (1988).

Ruth A. Tucker

Moegling, Herrmann Friedrich (1811-1881), Basel

Mission pioneer in South India. Born in the .scnithern Ger-

man state of NN'urttemberg, Moegling studied theology in

fubingen, was taught by D. F. Strauss, experienced con-

\ ersion as a graduate student, and became one of the ear-

liest missionaries of the Basel Mission (BM) to work in

India, In 1836 he arrived in what is now the South Indian

state ol Ivirnataka. Earlv on, he was involved in one of the

tspical B.M attempts to live close to the people. Not least

lor this reason he was also involved in serious strife with

colleagues, as when he would travel on foot when others

went on horseback. In the long run, however, his creative

energies did much to establish the substantive pattern of

B.M's work in Karnataka, both in education and in the idea

of encouraging craft production among Christians, the di-

rect predeces.sor of the industries. Moegling was also im-

portant in the early BM studies of the Kitunada language

and its literature, including his in\olvement in the pro-

duction ol the Bibliotheca Caniataca, a large-format six-vol-

ume ctillection of traditional Kannada literary texts

(including the songs of the earlv Lingtiyat poet Basa-

\anna). It was printed lithographically by BM in Manga-

lore in the 1840s and financed by two wealthy English

friends of B.M in the area. .Moegling left India in 1860.

BlliUOt.R.-U’ll'i Hermann Gundert, Herrmann Mogling: Bin

MisMonsleben in der Mate desjahrhunderts (1882; English tr., 1997);

-Srimnasa Havanur, "Gontribution of the Basel Mission to

Kiinnada L.iteiature," in Wholeness in Christ: The Legacy of the Basel

Mriiian in India, Godwin Shiri, ed. (1985), pp. 216-223.

Paul Jenkins

Moffat, John Smith (1835-1918), London Missionary

Societs (l.M.S) mi.ssionary in South Africa. Born in Kuru-

man, South Africa, Moffat was the son of Robert and
Mary *Moffat. Educated at Cheshunt College and New
College, London, he was ordained in 1858 and returned
to Africa in the company of LMS recruits. In .Africa he re-

mained with them as an unofficial a.ssistant in their work
among the Amandebele people in present-day Zimbabwe.
In 1862 he was officially recognized as a missionars by the

LMS. In 1865 he moved to Kuruman and began working
with his father, but becau.se of his wife’s ill health he went

to Cape Town in 1867. He returned in 1868 and for four

years worked with his father on the revision of the Tswana
Bible. His wife’s health then forced a further withdrawal

until 1874.

In 1878 he resigned from the LMS and became a colo-

nial official, serving the administration of what is now
Botswana with distinction until his retirement in 1895.

BlBl.lOCiRAPHY Moffat publi.shed a massive biography ol his

parents, The Lives of Robert and Mary Moffat ( I 885) . Details of his

career can be found in Richard Lovett, 'The History of the London

Missionary Society, 1 795-1895 ( 1 899)

.

.Andrew C. Ross

Moffat, Robert (1795-1883), pioneer missionary and

linguist in southern Africa. Moffat grew up in central

Scotland, but in 1813 he moved to England, where he be-

gan to work for James Smith, a pious Scottish merchant in

Manchester. Smith’s daughter Mary would later join .Mof-

fat in South Africa as his wife. The London Missionary So-

ciety (LMS) accepted him for mi.ssionary service and sent

him to South Africa in 1817. There, working on the north-

ern frontier, he gained fame as a result of the conversion

of a notorious bandit, Jager Afrikaner, and his followers.

In 1819 in Cape Town, Moffat married Mary Smith. Work-

ing together as full partners, they began their long stay

among the Tswana. WTiile Robert was away tm his tnanv

long treks, Mary not only ran the home but also the mis-

sion. After some moves they settled at Kuruman, which was

to be their home until they left Africa. Here they created

a large oasis of high fertility in a .semiarid area. In 1829,

Mzilikazi, chief of the Ndebele (a Zulu offshoot), con-

tacted Moffat, who then visited the chiefand began a most

extraordinary friendship. Moffat visited Mzilikazi a second

time in 1835 and then three more times after the Ndebele

moved across the Zambesi. The last visit, in 1 859, resulted

in the establishment of an L.MS mission near Bulawayo.

Almost from the beginning .Moffat plunged into the

work of translation. In 1840 he published the complete

New Testament in Tswana. His translations set a stvle for

Tswana, a language spoken across the breadth of southern

Africa, from Namibia to the Free State. In 1857 the whole

Bible in Tswana was published at Kuruman. On a visit to

Britain he published his Missionary Labours ( 1840), which

went through four editions in the next three years and

made Moffat the best known missionary in Britain.

After 1860, Moffat took no more long treks but worked

on consolidating the work at Kuruman. He preached

there for the last time in March 1870; then he and Mary

set sail for Britain, where Mary died in 1871 . .Moffat con-

tinued to work hard and did not give up addressing pub-
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lie meetings until 1878. His translation work was a great

achievement and his role as a propagandist has rarely been

surpas.sed. However, he never gained a deep understand-

ntg of .African culture nor any clo.seness with individual

.Africans, even with tho.se like Mzilikazi who were fond of

him.

BlBUOr.R.APHY R. Moffat, Missionary Labours (1840). J. S, Mof-

fat. The Lives of Robert and Mary Moffat (1885); C. Northcott, Robert

Moffat: Pioneer in Afncai 1961 );J.
P. R. Wallis, ed.. The Matabelejour-

nals of Robert Moffat (1945).

Andrew C. Ross

Moffett, Samuel Austin (1864-1939), pioneer Pres-

bvterian missionary to Korea. Born in Madison, Indiana,

and educated at Hanover College (B.S., 1884) and at Mc-

(iormick Seminary (Th.B., 1888), Moffett was one of the

carh i’resb\'terian missionaries to Korea, arriving there in

1890, six months before the decisive visit of John L.

*.\evius. The .seven Presbyterian missionaries in Korea at

the time were fully persuaded by Nevius and adapted to

their fledgling work his then controversial plan and meth-

ods. The results were dramatic. Moffett stressed two facets

of the plan especiallv: intensive Bible study for all believ-

ers. and evangelism by all believers. Beginning in August

1890, .Moffett made several excursions to the north, and

three vears later he moved permanently to Pyongyang,

where the response to the gospel and the growth of the

( hurch became legendary. Later analyses indicate a num-
bei of reasons, apart from missionary methods, that help

to account for the remarkable growth of Korean Presby-

terian churches during this era, but Moffett’s contribution

is indisputable.

In 1901 he began the Presbyterian Theological Semi-

nar\ with two students meeting in his home. He served as

the school's president for 1 7 years and as a member of its

faculty until 1935. UTien the first class graduated in 1907

and the Korean Presbyterian Church was organized, Mof-

fett was elected the first moderator. He was the Korean

Presbvterian representative at the Edinburgh missionary

conference in 1910, and again at the 1928Jerusalem Con-

ference of the International Missionary Council. From
1918 to 1928 he was president of Soongsil College in

P\ong\ang. He retired in 1934 at age 70 but chose to re-

main in Korea. In January 1936 tension between the

[apanese governor and Presbyterian leaders in Pyongyang

erupted over whether students in Christian institutions

should be required to participate in ceremonies at a newly

erected Buddhist shrine. Moffett, then president of the

seminary board, and C. S. McCune, president of the col-

lege. were issued an ultimatum. The missionaries and the

L ..S. board voted to close the schools rather than violate

their principles. Both McCune and Moffett were forced to

leave the countrv, and Moffett died three years later in

\!onto\ ia, California. Of Moffett’s five sons, four became
ordained Presbyterian ministers and three of these mis-

sionaries, including Samuel Hugh *Moffett.

BibI-KK.r.vi’H'i' (Tarles A. Clark, “A Great Church and A Great

t-,\angelisi," in Board of Foreign Mission.s, Presbyterian Church

in U.S.A., One World A-BuiUiing (1946), pp. 87-96; Jong tl. l.ee.

“Samuel A. Moffett’s Reform Theology and His Mission in Korea

in the Maturing Period; 1920-1936," TheJournal ofModern Korean

Studies^ (May 1990): 5^-77, and “Samuel Austin Moffcti” (Ph.n,

diss.. Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, \'a., 1983): Harr\

A. Rhodes, ed.. History of the Korea Mission, Presbstennn ('.hurch

U.S.A., 1884-1934 (c. 19.35)

Alan Neeh

Moffett, Samuel Hugh (191 6-), American mi.ssiolo-

gist. Born in Pyongyang, the son of Samuel A. *Mof fett,

Moffett received his basic education in Korea, then re-

turned to the United States and graduated from Wlieaton

College (B.A., 1938), Princeton Theological Seminar\

(Th.B., 1942), and Yale University (Ph.D., 1945). In 1942

he married Elizabeth B. Tarrant. After ordination and a

period as an assistant and interim pastor, he was \outh di-

rector for the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions be-

fore he and his wife were appointed missionaries to China

in 1947. He was a member of the faculty of Yenching Uni-

versity and Nanking Theological Seminarv until 1951.

when he was expelled from the People’s Republic of

China. He served as visiting lecturer in mi.ssions and

homiletics at Princeton Theological Seminary (1953-

1955) and as acting candidate secretary for the Presbv-

terian Board of Foreign Missions (1954-1955). His wife

diedJanuary 17, 1955. In October 1955 he returned to Ko-

rea, where he was profes.sor, dean of the graduate school,

and co-president of the Korean Presbyterian Seminarv in

Seoul. In 1956 he married Eileen Flower whom he had

met in Princeton. He was also directetr of the Asian Cen-

ter for Theological Studies and Mission ( 1974- 1981). Fol-

lowing his return to the United States in 1981, he was

appointed the Henry Winters Luce Professor of Feumen-

ics and Mission at Princeton Theological Seminarv. He re-

tired from this post in 1986. Moffett .served as president

of the Royal Asiatic Society and the Anerican Societv of

Missiology, and as a member of the U.S. Educational Com-
mission on Korea. His published works include Where'er the

Sun (1953), The Christians of Korea (1962), and A Hislor\ of

Christianity in Asia, vol. 1: Beginnings to 1500 ( 1992).

Bibliography Pnneeton Seminary Alumni Xews 20 (lime 1 986)

:

Mogrovejo, Toribio Alfonso de ( 1 535- 1 606) , second

archbishop of Lima. Mogrovejo, who is known bv his first

name, Toribio, was responsible for reorganizing the Pe-

ruvian church and systematizing the evangelization of the

Indians. Born in Mayorga, Spain, he studied law at the Uni-

versity of 'Valladolid and canon law at Salamanca. In 1574

Toribio was named president of the tribunal of the inqui-

sition in Cranada, a post he exercised for fi\e years. Print

to his ordination (c. 1 579) ,
King Philip II named him arch-

bishop of Lima. He was consecrated in Seville in 1580 and

arrived in Lima in 1581 . One of his first actions was to call

the third Lima council, held between 1582 and 1 583. This

council, considered the most important of all colonial
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We thought you might enjoy a Christmas letter sent to family and friends sixty-three years ago by Sam’s father, who had

on a few hours’ notice retoimed to America several months earlier after 46 years as a pioneer missionary in Korea. He left Korea

because of illness and because his life was threatened by a group of Japanese militants detemiined to impose Shinto Slirine

worship upon Korean Christians and considered Dr. Moffett to be a major hindrance in their efforts. His first four sons, Jim,

Charles, Sam and Howard, had already left Korea. Only the youngest, Tom, was still with his mother in Pyengyang. Mrs.

Moffett and Tom joined him several months later, in 1937. Here is the old letter: Bear in mind that when he landed in Korea in

1890, only six years after the first Protestant work was begun, there were less than 300 Protestant Christians in the whole country,

north and south.

Dear Friends:

Jersey

December 7, 1999

Madison, Indiana November 15, 1936 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Friends,

We are sending out the enclosed Pyengyemg News and 1 want to take the opportunity of adding just a word of Cliristmas

greeting to you all, and of sending you some recent new s. First, 1 w'ant to tell you about some w'onderful things which I have just

discovered as to the statistics of our work.

DURING THE LAST SIX YEARS OUR KOREAN CHURCH HERE HAS INCREASED ITS TOTAL ROLL BY
75.5%. It seems almost unbelievable, but I have checked it and rcchcckcd it. In 1930, the total adherents of our church numbered

194,678. In 1936, the number is 341,700, a clear net gain of about 147,000 souls. These are not all fully converted folks, but the

list includes baptized, catechumens and all. They are not mere “friends of the church”, however, and the total is not just a guess.

It is taken from the roll books of the congregations and the totals are made up from the 2,930 churches of the country.

The baptized roll net increase (communicant) is not so large, partly because of the severe conditions laid upon all

applicants, and partly because there is an “Assembly tax” laid upon all communicants which includes not only the basal essential

moneys necessary to run the Assembly, but also subsidies for various Boards and other objects, and the churches try to avoid a

part of the “tax” by not reporting the full real number of their communicants. [Church] discipline is also much more severe in

Korea than in other lands. Nevertheless the statistics show a NET GAIN OF 24% for six years. The total baptized roll now is

1 12,987. I wonder how many churches in the world in the last six years have equaled or surpassed those gains. The Lord has

been wonderfully good to Korea. ...

Most people, seeing those figures, will want to know the “secret” of this blessing of the Lord. We can give it clearly and

umnistakably. Last year, of the 341,700 adherents of the Church, 1 78,3 13 turned aside from their daily avocations once in the

year to attend an all day long six days of Bible study in a “Bible Class”. This Church gives the Bible a central place in its life, the

simple Bible text.

Another figure is 344,268 enrolled in the Sunday schools of the church, again Bible. Every Christian in Korea from

Grandpa to the babies goes to Sunday School.

Another figure, 3218 folks last year studied from 6 weeks to ten at their own charges in a Bible Institute - again Bible.

And 3933 people paid one day’s wages to enrol in the Old Testament course. That is all the “secref’ that need be mentioned for

these results, I think, but we may perhaps mention another, and that is the renewed or shall w^e say, continued, interest in personal

soul winning. In practically every church in the country is a preaching society and usually separate ones for men and women to

raise funds and send out home or foreign missionaries or workers in nearby unevangelized villages. Personal witnessing is

emphasized.... In asking for new pastors to be called, the first question usually is not how many higher schools he has graduated

from but “Is he personally a soul w inner?”



In every one of the 40 or so Bible Institutes of the country for men or for women. Personal Soul Wiiming is taught and

emphasized as far as possible, and in many of them, regular personal work assignments in street chapels and on the streets and in

factories and homes are made. The Theological Seminary and the Higher Bible School for women in our city have always

required much of this “Practicum” work. Last year the seminary men alone brought in the names and addresses of more than

1000 people with whom they had dealt personally on the streets or in the chapels, folks who wanted to be Christians.

Few of the seminary students go right through to graduation in three years, nine terms. Two thirds act as “unordained

pastors” in churches most of the year, taking one or two terms of study and graduating in from six to ten years. Many of these

men, long before their delayed graduations, are skilled church and revival leaders. For some years, even during the school terms,

churches have come and plead to be allowed to call out this or that man to conduct for them a week of revival and Bible study

meetings. As it is such valuable ministerial training, it has been difficult to refuse, but it has upset the classes and been hard on

the men. Last year any man receiving such an invitation was allowed freely to go and about half of the 110 students were out.

This year a new plan is to be tried. At the Korean New Year, the seminaiy will close for a week and the whole faculty and

student body will scatter to 120 churches, each man to conduct evangelistic services. It will be good for the students, good for the

churches, and may even help the professors. ..

I say that this Personal Work is our second “secret”. We do not mean to say that universally the Christians are soul

winners. They are far from it, but there are some in every church and community who are testifying always to the goodness of the

Lord and the power of His Gospel

This week they are having a church dedication up at Wiju on the border, presenting to the Lord a great brick building

with two tall square towers, a building which would ornament any American city. Each week something like 2000 people

worship there. Just a little way off in that same city is the “First Church” with a congregation of something like 3000. Not a cent

of American money has gone into the work of that district for 20 years. No missionary lives within 20 miles of it. The people

have erected and financed their own churches and they are sending missionaries across the border into Manehuria and helping

send them to China and elsew'here.

The statistics show this year just a few less than 3000 Presbyterian churches in Korea, and, as noted above, 341,700

believers. Nearly 60,000 ehildren were last summer in our Daily Vacation Bible schools. The Church last year gave for all

purposes over a million and a half yen for its w ork, w hat at normal exchange would be three quarters of a million dollars gold.

Two yen is about the wages for three days of an unskilled laborer. Last year 191 new' church buildings were erected.

Every little while in the home papers we read of someone who says that the Gospel has lost its power and that the Church

is on a decline. The frog in the well thought that the sk'y that he could sec was all the sky that existed. God’s world is bigger than

that, and He is working mightily with His Biblc-believing folks in Korea. May it not be that the strong Bible emphasis of the

work has much to do w4th what He is doing?

Sam’s father did not live to see the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (note the date above). Nor did he live to see the

surrender of the Japanese and their departure from Korea in 1945. The political division of Korea north and south with an iron-

fisted cult-like Marxist government replacing the Japanese in the north would have grieved him beyond measure, for both regimes

threatened the existence of the vibrant Christian community there.

How would he write today at the daw n of a new' millennium? Of one thing w'e arc sure. He would not be hopelessly

discouraged. He w'ould grieve and pray for North Korea but w'ould rejoice at the grow th of the church in South Korea.

Presbyterians alone have exploded from about 1 10,000 adherents in the south in 1936 to o\er 6 million today! And we believe he

would, with us, point to one clear window of opportunity which has opened for a renewed Christian witness into devastated North

Korea tlirough the fomiation of Christian Friends ofKorea, a relief agency based in Black Mountain-Montreat, North Carolina,

with which Sam and I are enthusiastically involved. Please join us in prayer that CFK may faithfully share God’s great love by

carrying urgently-needed and welcomed medical aid and food into that troubled land.

LM. nffeU


